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Chloe Maxmin, a senior and cofounder of Divest Harvard, gave a phone update to a reporter from The Harvard Crimson on
students’ activity in the hallway during the sit-in Thursday. The building was then closed to anyone unauthorized.

By Matt Rocheleau
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CAMBRIDGE — Several dozen Harvard students staged a sit-in on campus Thursday to demand that the

university, which has the largest endowment of any college in the world, divest from fossil fuel companies.

But Harvard officials reiterated that the university does not plan to divest and condemned the students’

demonstration inside an administrative building, calling it “disrespectful.”

“We fully respect their opposing point of view and their

opportunity to express it openly and vigorously,” university

spokesman Jeff Neal said in a statement. “But we are deeply

disappointed that divestment advocates have chosen to resort to a

highly disruptive building occupation as a means to advance their
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view.”

He said in the statement that Harvard president Drew G. Faust

would meet with the protesters if they agreed to exit

Massachusetts Hall, which houses the offices of Faust and other

top administrators. But sit-in organizers said via Twitter that they

had rejected the offer.

The sit-in was a part of a series of events planned around the world over the next few days that will call on

colleges, governments, and other organizations to shed their investments in companies that produce oil, gas, and

coal. The fuels have been identified as a cause of global warming.

Jasmine Opie, co-coordinator of the group Divest Harvard, said that supporters of the cause do not expect

divestment will bankrupt fossil fuel companies.

Rather, “It’s essentially a political tactic to say that what the fossil fuel companies are doing is dangerous and

reprehensible,” said Opie, a 21-year-old Harvard junior.

In recent years, students, faculty, and alumni from many colleges have called on their schools to divest. A key

target of the movement has been Harvard, which has a $36.4 billion endowment.

Nineteen colleges have pledged to divest from fossil fuels in some form, though most that have done so have

small to modest endowments. In December 2011, Hampshire College in Amherst became the first college in the

United States to make such a pledge.

Stanford University is by far the best known and wealthiest college to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in some

form. The school, which has an endowment worth $21.4 billion, said in May it would divest from publicly traded

coal mining companies.

At Harvard, Faust announced in October 2013 that the university would not divest, though it also unveiled

several initiatives to strengthen its commitment to environmental sustainability.

But the issue has not died down.

Last spring, about 100 Harvard professors signed an open letter — which now has more than 200 faculty

signatories — urging Faust and members of the university’s governing body to reconsider.

A few weeks later, students protested the university’s decision by blocking entrances to Massachusetts Hall.

In November, a group of seven Harvard Law students filed a lawsuit against the Harvard Corporation, the

university’s governing board, that seeks to force the school to divest from fossil fuel companies.

Other “Global Divestment Day” events were scheduled between Thursday and Saturday, including at several
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other area colleges: Boston College, Boston University, Brandeis University, Mount Holyoke College, Smith

College, Stonehill College, UMass Amherst, and Worcester State University, according to organizers from the

Fossil Free campaign and 350.org.

Students, youths, local legislators, and community leaders gathered Thursday at the State House for a rally

promoting fossil fuel divestment and for panel discussions.

Thursday’s sit-in at Harvard began around 10 a.m. when more than 30 students walked into Massachusetts Hall

and occupied a first-floor hallway.

Campus police and other Harvard officials arrived. Officers stood guard outside, blocking entrances to the facility

and stopping anyone not authorized from entering.

MATT ROCHELEAU FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Students gathered in protest.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.

mailto:matthew.rocheleau@globe.com
http://twitter.com/mrochele


Harvard sit-in protests school’s investment in fossil fuels - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/12/harvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels/ScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L/story.html[2/27/2015 9:28:31 PM]

    

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

MANAGE MY ACCOUNT

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS EPAPER EDITION NEWS IN EDUCATION

Learn more

 SHOW 33 COMMENTS

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed

E-MAIL FACEBOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ LINKEDIN

Most Commented Most Shared

Plainville teen charged with manslaughter in friend’s suicide

Baker’s point man on MBTA review resigns amid questions …

Two more snowstorms expected to hit Mass.

Will Boston’s crazy snowfalls make people leave?

7 things every kid should master

Is there any escape from government shutdowns?

At 65, Number 4, Bobby Orr, is still Number 1

Jeb Bush gets booed at CPAC, highlighting conservative anger

Bill O’Reilly and the growth of partisan media

What color is this dress? It’s driving people crazy

javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BnHiFiCfxVNPHDoWSML-HgPgDw6ibzwYAAAAQASC70N4gOABY08jY5PMBYMm-7YiEpOwPsgETd3d3LmJvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBgQFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbS9tZXRyby8yMDE1LzAyLzEyL2hhcnZhcmQtc2l0LXByb3Rlc3RzLXNjaG9vbC1pbnZlc3RtZW50LWZvc3NpbC1mdWVscy9TY0V6aTB5VWNoNjduZkR0WjhOWDhML3N0b3J5Lmh0bWzAAgLgAgDqAh8vNjEzODE2NTkvYm9zdG9uZ2xvYmUuY29tL21ldHJv-AKE0h6QA6QDmAOkA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBoAYU2AcB&num=0&sig=AOD64_2NHMgNs_zsbHRHgzY1fVAz9E3pmQ&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://www.primefordauburn.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments&summary=Harvard+officials+reiterated+that+the+university+does+not+plan+to+divest+and+condemned+the+students%26amp%3Brsquo%3B+demonstration%2C+calling+it+%26amp%3Bldquo%3Bdisrespectful.%26amp%3Brdquo%3B
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2015%2F02%2F12%2Fharvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels%2FScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Harvard+sit-in+protests+school%E2%80%99s+investments&summary=Harvard+officials+reiterated+that+the+university+does+not+plan+to+divest+and+condemned+the+students%26amp%3Brsquo%3B+demonstration%2C+calling+it+%26amp%3Bldquo%3Bdisrespectful.%26amp%3Brdquo%3B
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/27/plainville-teen-charged-with-manslaughter-friend-suicide/WM5yHKA5IpobG2WXEWHLFM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/27/baker-point-man-mbta-review-resigns-amid-questions-about-his-finances/gVlrJwSNXaxtwdqC89hanJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/27/baker-point-man-mbta-review-resigns-amid-questions-about-his-finances/gVlrJwSNXaxtwdqC89hanJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/27/cold-end-week-with-two-more-storms-way/qyd3qZeaXIwFD8IwmrChoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/27/cold-end-week-with-two-more-storms-way/qyd3qZeaXIwFD8IwmrChoJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2015/02/27/will-boston-crazy-snowfalls-make-people-leave/EVOENck5XgxSgZHA0Fc8rK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2015/02/27/will-boston-crazy-snowfalls-make-people-leave/EVOENck5XgxSgZHA0Fc8rK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/02/26/things-every-kid-should-master/uM72LGr63zeaStOp9zGyrJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/02/26/things-every-kid-should-master/uM72LGr63zeaStOp9zGyrJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/02/27/there-any-escape-from-government-shutdowns/yIMGINAI3V9HozWaC4uDfM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/02/27/there-any-escape-from-government-shutdowns/yIMGINAI3V9HozWaC4uDfM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2013/09/28/number-bobby-orr-still-number/2QgHMeTyFcjwgoIKj2mlJL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2013/09/28/number-bobby-orr-still-number/2QgHMeTyFcjwgoIKj2mlJL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2015/02/27/jeb-bush-gets-booed-cpac-highlighting-conservative-anger/GK4i4ywHAz45B2whFibCdJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2015/02/27/jeb-bush-gets-booed-cpac-highlighting-conservative-anger/GK4i4ywHAz45B2whFibCdJ/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2015/02/26/bill-reilly-and-growth-partisan-media/SiTny61lsaOFav0QV7szwK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/2015/02/26/bill-reilly-and-growth-partisan-media/SiTny61lsaOFav0QV7szwK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/02/27/what-color-this-dress-driving-people-crazy/SosigHaIX73YShSgYz5UVL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/02/27/what-color-this-dress-driving-people-crazy/SosigHaIX73YShSgYz5UVL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed


Harvard sit-in protests school’s investment in fossil fuels - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/02/12/harvard-sit-protests-school-investment-fossil-fuels/ScEzi0yUch67nfDtZ8NX8L/story.html[2/27/2015 9:28:31 PM]

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

YOUR AD CHOICES

WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2015/02/27/what-color-this-dress-driving-people-crazy/SosigHaIX73YShSgYz5UVL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

	bostonglobe.com
	Harvard sit-in protests school’s investment in fossil fuels - Metro - The Boston Globe


	ZEdFo4Tlg4TC9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 




