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UMass Amherst campus officials declined to comment on the lawsuit, citing a university policy to not speak about specific cases
in litigation.

A former University of Massachusetts Amherst student who said he was expelled last fall over allegations he

sexually assaulted a female student is suing the school, saying administrators unfairly and mistakenly found

him responsible and discriminated against him because he is a man.

The suit, filed Thursday in US District Court in Springfield, said the university violated Title IX, a federal law

banning gender discrimination on college campuses, when the student “was met with overall hostility,

dismissal and pre-judgment as ‘guilty’ before the decision was even rendered.” The suit was filed under the

pseudonym John Doe to protect the student’s identity.
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“The university displayed a distressing lack of due process and rush to judgment, undermining the most basic

tenets of our judicial system,” the student’s lawyer, Andrew T. Miltenberg, said in an e-mail.

The suit demands that the student be paid damages “in an

amount to be determined at trial” and that the university

reverse its decision and expunge his disciplinary record.

UMass Amherst declined to comment on the lawsuit, citing a

university policy to not speak about specific cases in litigation.

“The university does take allegations of sexual assault seriously and conducts reviews through a detailed

procedure specified in the Code of Student Conduct,” a statement from campus spokesman Edward

Blaguszewski said.

Amid a rise in reports of sexual assaults at colleges, a growing number of alleged assailants — including at

Amherst College, Brandeis University, and Brown University — have pushed back recently, appealing the

school’s disciplinary rulings and filing lawsuits saying they have been falsely and unfairly accused.

Related
3 colleges scrutinized over assault
cases

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C9enx_pMEVP_wGdDQ0AGiwoCAC6O21s8FAAAQASC70N4gUOjOltL9_____wFgyd7tiISk7A_IAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSPAk_QjdiBuI6F4dDfVKRhEaOqX6GZZ_5UePBLYsKpV5sELRW6mWVV-kgDPuyOXkwxjunivyZ0_vRFQkeqc5cJynW857Qq8resA5S6d1THmEA1cEw5mjBOxpAh5YrsxgDPBNH-ww1CPb89boH0Zb9tZaHQcGjaRsw_SLRoCIu0W7j0cf8znvq-KPhPmJwSFjTCAKQWleac6-ipq9lyxmr7Q4iG24cR0VNq0iJHzevkDGRKx0A7GtoRacl0mR0b6nHAyrw_mo02c9bG2xWo0asPAJNEodirqUzeebZ4uzLSTl3ks_6iEQuKafPFM2xrIBq6-ZnbjHaXRb3dia46OkHP4CxMCq5Z-8-l-ZDtiQ-m0DngBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1_uaTn_3KnwZ_WFBFA1KCE4KqEAA&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://www.hondavillage.com/specials
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=ClBgK_pMEVIHxGdDQ0AGiwoCAC_O5rMIFAAAQASC70N4gUL_Dgfz-_____wFgyd7tiISk7A_IAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSPAk_QMm31GayTLLapYseh3fcimjUbt9uoF5X9K7VjoYS2cgKu8dfXxCe7CKTrQLr1CuYgNsMoj_YS4xMPd1uLNSUPSmKziM8PFKhsp0e4TwS-VlvBzHWxOg2JY4Ls8bMa8DGveUiIuQPRrkBpymVP-4Cl07IRHpE4NZ6UBl99tJKYi_mH1YcWs6CNOmMHNf7li0S94_Aqdo66IGVc6-zC6JvRHHC-_i0RdDlJqHUxdQ_NYAWLsb6YjJ97o3K27ez-I4_gMiTxdhvVaWUmrKzsuYrMLtWVJZAa7PmaNDco1K94ZpgDqjmlGouDWtkJkDlFLt59gw2KOOfl_sTxOykL6idaAUctTNrXMXA1j4rrb9fgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1WZDjDnWdLFFoypbyO0p1UtkNbVA&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://www.lincoln.com/dreamride
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/07/29/brown-hampshire-umass-dartmouth-among-latest-colleges-under-investigation-for-handling-sexual-assault-cases/7g6flaHti1SU1AVs93j5zJ/story.html?p1=Article_Related
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/07/29/brown-hampshire-umass-dartmouth-among-latest-colleges-under-investigation-for-handling-sexual-assault-cases/7g6flaHti1SU1AVs93j5zJ/story.html?p1=Article_Related


Former student sues UMass Amherst for expelling him over what he calls ‘false’ rape accusation - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...nt-sues-umass-amherst-for-expelling-him-over-what-calls-false-rape-accusation/x4g62dJY9QYvh5f2anJ4RL/story.html[9/1/2014 11:43:30 AM]

 

UMass Amherst is one of more than 70 colleges under investigation by the US Department of Education about

whether administrators have properly handled reports of sexual assaults.

The recent lawsuit against UMass Amherst contends that the male student, a Connecticut native and a

sophomore at the time, met the female student, identified in the suit as Jane Doe, at a party in a friend’s dorm

room.

During a night of drinking, playing card games, and dancing with friends, the two students became friendly

and flirted, and she later invited him to her room to have sex, the lawsuit said. They had consensual sex, and

the female student at no point showed signs of intoxication, according to the suit.

The next day, the female student could not remember what had happened, according to the lawsuit. At her

roommate’s urging, the female student went to the campus health center for an evaluation. The following day,

she filed a complaint with the dean of students’ office.

In her written complaint, she never called what happened harassment, assault, or rape, according to the

lawsuit.

Three days later, the university told the male student he was under investigation for threatening behavior,

sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, and violating community living standards, the lawsuit said. He was

immediately ordered to move off campus and was barred from the premises except to attend classes, the

lawsuit said.

Two months later, the university held a disciplinary hearing, the lawsuit said. But the male student had not

been given copies of case documents beforehand, key pieces of evidence were not presented during the hearing,

the male student was repeatedly interrupted, and questions he had were ignored, the suit said.

Two days later, the student was told he had been found “responsible” for three violations: “sexual harassment,

sexual misconduct and community living standards,” and he would be expelled.

The student’s appeal was denied.

The suit said the student’s academic career is ruined and “his overall economic future is completely

compromised.” He has suffered adverse health effects as a result of stress about the case, the lawsuit said.
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