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UMass Amherst Says Compliance
Review, Not A Complaint, Prompted
Title IX Investigation
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The UMass Amherst campus. Credit: (Globe file photo)
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Boston.com Staff

M AY  1 ,  2 0 1 4  4 :3 2  PM

T he University of Massachusetts Amherst today said that a “compliance

review,” not a Title IX complaint, prompted the federal education

department’s ongoing investigation into whether the school violated rules

around the handling of sexual violence and harassment complaints.

The US Education Department’s Office for Civil Rights for the first time

today released a complete list of all of the higher education institutions

nationwide that are under investigation for possible Title IX violations.

Officials said the list of 55 institutions includes some that are being

investigated because of specific complaints individuals made to the

Education Department and others that are being investigated as part of a

“compliance review.”
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In response, UMass Amherst issued a statement today saying that the

education department’s investigation there was initiated as a compliance

review and not due to a Title IX complaint.

“The Department of Education regularly conducts proactive compliance

reviews of schools that receive federal funds,” the university said in a

statement.

But, Dorie Nolt, press secretary at the Education Department, said in a

statement that “compliance reviews are not random audits of schools —

they are selected based on various sources of information, including
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statistical data, news reports and information from parents, advocacy

groups and community organizations.”

“Compliance reviews are initiated in order to remedy possible violations of

students’ rights,” Nolt added. “Both compliance reviews and complaint-

based investigations can include narrower allegations pertaining to one or

more individuals; issues related to school policies or practices that are

systemic in nature and impact entire student bodies, schools, or school

systems; or a combination of these elements.”

UMass Amherst, like many other colleges and universities, has come under

fire in recent years for allegedly mishandling sexual assault cases.

In 2010, a report by the New England Center for Investigative Reporting and

published in the Globe detailed how a UMass Amherst student had allegedly

confessed to raping a friend on campus yet was allowed to remain enrolled at

the campus.

The report prompted outcry and led the university’s administration to

establish a special committee to review the campus-wide student code of

conduct.
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The university said in its statement today that it has since revised that code

of conduct “to strengthen its sexual misconduct policy.”

The Education Department’s compliance review began on June 30, 2011 and

no conclusions have been reached, the university said.

UMass officials said two campus-wide emails were sent out in the fall of 2011

to explain the review and to encourage participation.

“Compliance reviews are designed to address systemic issues and ensure

that violations are readily identified and promptly eliminated,” said one of the

messages sent to the campus at the time. “We applaud the work of the OCR

and are confident that any information that results from this compliance

review will have a direct and positive impact throughout the university.”

Campus officials also noted that the university this year launched the

“UMatter at UMass” campaign, which includes “extensive bystander

intervention training for students and employees,” and it is launching a “Men

and Masculinity Center” to engage men on the issue of sexual assault.

The university also pointed to its partnership with the Center for Women
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and Community, which has been housed at UMass Amherst for four decades

providing support to survivors of sexual assault and offering sexual assault

prevention education.

Officials said that center recently received a $270,000 federal grant to

bolster its efforts.

Last year, the center’s sexual assault hotline responded to more than 500

calls from area college students and provided crisis intervention and support

to 227 victims of violence affiliated with UMass and four other nearby

colleges, according to Becky Lockwood, associate director of counseling and

rape crisis services at the center.

The Education Department said today it released the list of schools under

investigation to try to “bring more transparency to our enforcement work

and to foster better public awareness of civil rights.”

The department said it will not disclose details about any cases aside from

when the investigations began.

When an investigation is completed, the department will disclose, upon
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request, whether the schools have been found in violation and entered into

an agreement to address compliance concerns or whether insufficient

evidence of a violation was found.

The decision to publicize the list comes two days after a newly-established

White House task force published its first report and a list recommendations

for combating sexual assault on college campuses.

“The task force has done outstanding work in providing strategies to

prevent sexual assault, respond compassionately to victims and hold

perpetrators accountable,” said a statement from UMass Amherst’s vice

chancellor for student affairs and campus life Enku Gelaye.

“We fully support their work, and we have already been actively engaged in

implementing many of the best practices recommended by the task force,”

she added. “Much more must be done to safeguard our students and we are

committed to that effort.”

Other local schools named on the list responded today.

A Boston University spokesman told the Globe that the university is under
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investigation for a complaint filed last fall. He said the university believes it

did not violate Title IX, but is cooperating with the investigation and is open

to any recommendations that could lead to improvement.

Harvard’s undergraduate college and its law school were both named in

today’s list. A university spokesman told the Globe administrators there

take sexual violence and harassment seriously and has taken steps to

improve its prevention and victim support services.

Other Massachusetts schools listed as being under investigation were:

Emerson College and Amherst College.

Earlier this week, the Education Department announced it found through an

investigation that Tufts University violated Title IX rules. The university

denied the department’s findings.

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits discrimination on

the basis of sex, officials said.

Colleges, universities and K-12 schools that receive federal funds are

required to comply with Title IX rules. Institutions that violate the law and fail
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to address problems can lose their federal funding and can be referred to the

US Department of Justice for further action, officials said.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow

him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Panel finalizes recommendations to ease drug abuse
BOSTON (AP) — A state panel charged with finding ways to address Massachusetts' drug
abuse epidemic is set to finalize its recommendations for Gov. Deval Patrick this week.
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Holder: Subtle Racism Worse Than Bigoted
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Attorney General Eric Holder says subtle, institutionalized racism has a more
“pernicious” effect than the occasional bigoted outburst.
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Harvard Prof. Henry Louis Gates Gets Unreal
Housing Perks From NYU
Harvard University professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s side gig as a consultant to
New York University has apparently won him some enviable New York City
housing benefits.
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Three Injured in Fitchburg Shooting
Three people were shot at KC’s Pub on River Street in Fitchburg after midnight Saturday,
NECN reports.
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Boston Celtics Owners Invest in Skateboard League
There might not be many obvious similarities between high-tech electric car
racing and some dude in a hoodie riding a skateboard.
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BDC Now - Weekend Event Picks
Looking for something to do this weekend? Check out some events that
include plenty of wine, a chance to meet some Red Sox players, a burger bash,
and more. Watch BDC Weekend with Jenny Johnson.

Entertainment     2 hours ago Share

US Ordered Not to Force Feed Guantanamo Prisoner
A federal judge in Washington ordered the U.S. military on Friday to at least
temporarily stop force-feeding a hunger striking prisoner at the Guantanamo
Bay naval base.

News     2 hours ago Share
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Genetically Modified Foods Confuse Consumers
Genetically modified foods have been around for years, but most people in the
United States have no idea if they are eating them.

Food and dining     2 hours ago Share

Vt. Sex Offender Faces Sentencing in Niece’s Killing
A convicted sex offender who killed his 12-year-old niece after luring her to his house with
a ruse about a pool party is due to be formally sentenced to life without the possibility of
parole.

News     2 hours ago Share

Hike with Caution at White Mountains
Campgrounds in New Hampshire's White Mountain National Forest are open,
but the Forest Service is warning people that some areas still have snow, and
spring melt-off can lead to some slippery footing.

News     3 hours ago Share
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Will Connecticut Schools Ban Chocolate Milk?
Connecticut lawmakers moved forward this week on a new nutrition bill that
could remove chocolate milk from pubilc schools.

Health     3 hours ago Share

Lacrosse Team Honors Fallen Officer and Coach
The girls lacrosse team at Exeter High School is honoring their late coach
Stephen Arkell, a New Hampshire police officer who was killed in the line of duty.

News     3 hours ago Share

Celebrating 10 Years of Gay Marriage
On May 17, 2004, Massachusetts offered the first marriage licenses to same-
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sex couples. We asked five couples to talk about what they’ve learned about
themselves and their relationships over the past decade.

Life     4 hours ago Share

10 Parting Shots at SNL Heading Into The Season
Finale
Here are "10 Parting Shots at SNL" as the show's 39th season comes to a close
Saturday night with Andy Samberg as host.

Obnoxious Boston Fan     4 hours ago Share

Environmentalists in Portland Oppose Tar Sands Oil
Environmentalists will rally at the Deering Oaks Park bandshell in Portland to oppose the
Keystone XL oil pipeline and the shipping of tar sands oil through Maine.

News     4 hours ago Share
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Broke Beats: F.Stokes – ‘Liquor Sto’ Diaries’
Broke Beats is BDCwire’s open-source hip-hop column. Every Saturday, we
showcase the best new albums, EPs, and mixtapes available for free stream or
download. The Midwest has long been a stronghold for spirited rappers and
producers who haven’t quite pierced the East Coast market. F.Stokes is among
the most fearless of of these artists, and the... Read more »

BDCWire     4 hours ago Share

Oprah’s Network Postpones Sam Documentary
The planned documentary by the Oprah Winfrey Network on Michael Sam, the
NFL's first openly gay player, has been postponed.

Sports     4 hours ago Share
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Woman Falls Down Elevator Shaft at Fenway Park
A 22-year-old woman is hospitalized after falling down an elevator shaft at
Fenway Park Friday during a Red Sox game, according to the Boston Fire
Department.

News     5 hours ago Share

Obama, Congress Move to Address Veterans Affairs
Firestorm
The Obama administration and Congress are moving quickly to respond to a
growing political firestorm over allegations of treatment delays and falsified
records at veterans hospitals nationwide.

Business     5 hours ago Share

Conn. Exhibit Looks at Benedict Arnold as Hero
A new exhibit on display at the Slater Memorial Museum is the latest effort to
bring heightened visibility to a subject Norwich has deliberately ignored for
centuries.

Travel     6 hours ago Share

http://www.boston.com/travel/destinations/2014/05/17/norwich-exhibit-looks-benedict-arnold-hero/Xilh6AmSKUFkhvE78qaN9M/story.html
http://www.boston.com/travel/destinations/2014/05/17/norwich-exhibit-looks-benedict-arnold-hero/Xilh6AmSKUFkhvE78qaN9M/story.html
http://www.boston.com/travel
http://www.boston.com/travel/destinations/2014/05/17/norwich-exhibit-looks-benedict-arnold-hero/Xilh6AmSKUFkhvE78qaN9M/story.html
http://www.boston.com/business/news/2014/05/17/obama-and-congress-move-address-firestorm/3UWZqKuDR91XrXU5Zg6doN/story.html
http://www.boston.com/business/news/2014/05/17/obama-and-congress-move-address-firestorm/3UWZqKuDR91XrXU5Zg6doN/story.html
http://www.boston.com/business
http://www.boston.com/business/news/2014/05/17/obama-and-congress-move-address-firestorm/3UWZqKuDR91XrXU5Zg6doN/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/17/woman-falls-down-elevator-shaft-fenway-park/1NP7YMliw6OozSUIvSIn0J/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/17/woman-falls-down-elevator-shaft-fenway-park/1NP7YMliw6OozSUIvSIn0J/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/17/woman-falls-down-elevator-shaft-fenway-park/1NP7YMliw6OozSUIvSIn0J/story.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fmassachusetts%2f2014%2f05%2f01%2fumass-amherst-says-compliance-review-not-complaint-prompted-title-investigation%2fTckZkXsBAVDeK4y0cyFsDN%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517123030-0c0684eb
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Testing Inconclusive, Suspected Bobcat Returned
A judge has returned a 38-pound feline to a New Jersey woman after DNA testing couldn't
conclusively say whether it was a purebred bobcat.

News     6 hours ago Share

Clearing This Afternoon with Sunshine for Sunday
Weather Wisdom     6 hours ago Share

Nissan’s Taxi of Tomorrow Hoping for a Fare Future
Members of the New England Motor Press Association had the dual experiences
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of driving and riding in this Taxi of Tomorrow when Nissan brought a pair of the
hackney versions of its NV200 van to town.

Cars     13 hours ago Share

Teen’s Arm Reattached After Pasta Accident
Four surgries later, 17-year-old Brett Bouchard can move his arm after it was
severed below the elbow.

News     13 hours ago Share

Red Sox Fall to Tigers, 1-0, Back Under .500
The loss drops the Sox back below .500, at 20-21, and 10-12 at home.

Extra Bases     13 hours ago Share

http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/extras/extra_bases/2014/05/red_sox_fall_to_tigers_1-0.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/extras/extra_bases/2014/05/red_sox_fall_to_tigers_1-0.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/extras/extra_bases/
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/extras/extra_bases/2014/05/red_sox_fall_to_tigers_1-0.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/16/teen-arm-reattached-after-pasta-accident/9LQtCFF9HP8vsmMe2pPFyJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/16/teen-arm-reattached-after-pasta-accident/9LQtCFF9HP8vsmMe2pPFyJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/16/teen-arm-reattached-after-pasta-accident/9LQtCFF9HP8vsmMe2pPFyJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/cars/news-and-reviews/2014/05/16/nissan-taxi-tomorrow-hoping-for-fare-future/FfemvQBUWahqbxN7hR1xTL/story.html
http://www.boston.com/cars
http://www.boston.com/cars/news-and-reviews/2014/05/16/nissan-taxi-tomorrow-hoping-for-fare-future/FfemvQBUWahqbxN7hR1xTL/story.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fmassachusetts%2f2014%2f05%2f01%2fumass-amherst-says-compliance-review-not-complaint-prompted-title-investigation%2fTckZkXsBAVDeK4y0cyFsDN%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517123030-0c0684eb
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

LIVE ALTERNATIVE

MUSIC AND MORE

GET OUR APP iOS |  Android

LISTEN LIVE 
Beck
Blue Moon

19 Best Cars, Vans, & SUVS for
Families

Cars   

 Celebrating 10 Years of Gay
Marriage

Life   Share Share

http://www.boston.com/life/relationships/2014/05/17/bdc-listen-marriage-lgbt-boston/lBttpQDcHADPrKJUywclhM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/cars/news-and-reviews/2014/05/09/news-world-report-best-vehicles-for-families/h3llYPWI2JWmTRc1UJgwIO/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/life/relationships/2014/05/17/bdc-listen-marriage-lgbt-boston/lBttpQDcHADPrKJUywclhM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/life
http://www.boston.com/cars/news-and-reviews/2014/05/09/news-world-report-best-vehicles-for-families/h3llYPWI2JWmTRc1UJgwIO/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/cars
http://www.boston.com/ae/radio/player/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.streamtheworld.globenewspaper&feature=search_result#?t=W10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston.com-radiobdc/id550506632?ls=1&mt=8
http://www.boston.com/ae/radio/player/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fmassachusetts%2f2014%2f05%2f01%2fumass-amherst-says-compliance-review-not-complaint-prompted-title-investigation%2fTckZkXsBAVDeK4y0cyFsDN%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517123030-0c0684eb
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTO8Qpo53U_PUGsrnlweKl4HwCIWs8-QEAAAQASDD-ZETUOKU59YFYMmG7YiEpOwPyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEqgFP0MYzjvw8Rg0KCv_8xT3ycBWNyfQt4Hmisvj8-BiZdhNr75Rb9FjEQggcBLAnHkNxaK_DZqc7AWZ0uv638ZN4QWsxYuEpQigWsfyYwqmq5KkRTg34vrQ-0VJqjkpThYzCY5pwYtIX9Xovq2_n_OXHYxSuhKv0yHgPEgX5epWj0Bck0mJ4PVAu6fdtL7JCasUsX5hO3O2cr5hjIznacur6rg-OcHc8w8h2YuAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_2j_vQt5tS77ujtwsH3Utn1zK3hpQ&client=ca-pub-2947757641469999&adurl=http://nesn.com/boston-red-sox/%3Futm_source%3Dboston.com%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DDET-RS
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fmassachusetts%2f2014%2f05%2f01%2fumass-amherst-says-compliance-review-not-complaint-prompted-title-investigation%2fTckZkXsBAVDeK4y0cyFsDN%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517123030-0c0684eb
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Ad Choices | ©2014 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

https://plus.google.com/+BostonDotCom/
https://www.facebook.com/boston
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=BostonDotCom
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy-policy#adchoice
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTO8Qpo53U_PUGsrnlweKl4HwCIWs8-QEAAAQASDD-ZETUOKU59YFYMmG7YiEpOwPyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEqgFP0MYzjvw8Rg0KCv_8xT3ycBWNyfQt4Hmisvj8-BiZdhNr75Rb9FjEQggcBLAnHkNxaK_DZqc7AWZ0uv638ZN4QWsxYuEpQigWsfyYwqmq5KkRTg34vrQ-0VJqjkpThYzCY5pwYtIX9Xovq2_n_OXHYxSuhKv0yHgPEgX5epWj0Bck0mJ4PVAu6fdtL7JCasUsX5hO3O2cr5hjIznacur6rg-OcHc8w8h2YuAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_2j_vQt5tS77ujtwsH3Utn1zK3hpQ&client=ca-pub-2947757641469999&adurl=http://nesn.com/boston-red-sox/%3Futm_source%3Dboston.com%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DDET-RS
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fmassachusetts%2f2014%2f05%2f01%2fumass-amherst-says-compliance-review-not-complaint-prompted-title-investigation%2fTckZkXsBAVDeK4y0cyFsDN%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517123030-0c0684eb
http://pdfcrowd.com

