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B U SINESS

State to Build $39m Bike, Pedestrian
Path Between Somerville, Boston

By Matt Rocheleau
Boston.com Staff
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A map created in 2010 showing the existing and then-
proposed extension of community paths and Green
Line Extension stations.Credit: (City of Somerville)

build a $39 million, two-mile long

community path for pedestrians

and bicyclists to connect four

stations between Somerville and

Boston that will be constructed as

part of the Green Line Extension

project.

The path, an extension of an existing network of paths, will connect the

Lowell Street, Gilman Square, Washington Street and relocated Lechmere

stations providing a continuous route between Bedford and Boston for

cyclists and on-foot travelers.

It will feature benches, landscaping, trash receptacles, lighting, fencing,

wireless alarm call boxes, and removable and permanent bollards. The path

will also comply fully with ADA accessibility guidelines.
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The path is scheduled to open in phases and is scheduled to be completed

with the opening of the Green Line Extension in 2020. The

Half of the path’s cost will be paid for with federal funds, officials announced.

Officials said the path will provide a key alternative connection that will

benefit the environment and the local economy.

“This project is about much more than biking and walking — it’s about

building a community and a region that is equitable, connected and vibrant,”

Somerville Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone said in a statement.
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“When we create connections between neighborhoods and communities,

economic health follows as our squares thrive, local businesses get busier

and a resilient, self-sufficient economic base is built for our city and the

region,” he added. “That is the connectivity and vibrancy that will also help us

bring back our historic neighborhoods in Somerville like Brickbottom and

Inner Belt.”

An existing community path runs from Alewife in Cambridge to Cedar Street

in Somerville, the eastern mile of which was completed in 2011. Last year,

the state transportation department began work to extend it about one-

third of a mile further to Lowell Street — a phase officials expect will open

this fall.

Once the portion between Lowell Street and Lechmere is complete, there

will be a stretch of paths, including the Minuteman Bikeway and the Charles

River paths, creating a 48-mile continuous path network across 11 cities and

towns.

“As someone who supported the then-controversial creation of the original

stretch of the community path in the 1980s, I applaud Somerville’s embrace
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of the full extension of the path, and the Patrick administration’s support of

this project,” state representative Denise Provost, of Somerville, said in a

statement.

Congressman Michael Capuano said building the path extension as part of

the Green Line Extension project is important.

“I have been strongly advocating for inclusion of the community path as an

integral part of the GLX, fearing that separate consideration would add years

of delay in construction,” he said in a statement. “This is great news for both

pedestrians and bicyclists.”

The transportation department, the MBTA and Somerville city officials are

working together to plan, design and build the two additional miles of path.

Somerville is acquiring land and easements where necessary to build the

path, parts of which will also serve as emergency egress routes from the

Green Line Extension stations.

The city will be responsible for operating and maintaining the path.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow
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him on Twitter @mrochele.
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Panel finalizes recommendations to ease drug abuse
BOSTON (AP) — A state panel charged with finding ways to address Massachusetts' drug
abuse epidemic is set to finalize its recommendations for Gov. Deval Patrick this week.

Health     9 min ago Share

Holder: Subtle Racism Worse Than Bigoted
Outbursts
Attorney General Eric Holder says subtle, institutionalized racism has a more
“pernicious” effect than the occasional bigoted outburst.
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Harvard Prof. Henry Louis Gates Gets Unreal
Housing Perks From NYU

All
 

News
 

Sports
 

Business
 

Entertainment
 

Lifestyle
 

Cars

http://www.boston.com/news/nation/2014/05/17/harvard-prof-henry-louis-gates-gets-unreal-housing-perks-from-nyu/pXTFg7YDd3BMSekltbQ4tI/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/2014/05/17/harvard-prof-henry-louis-gates-gets-unreal-housing-perks-from-nyu/pXTFg7YDd3BMSekltbQ4tI/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2014/05/17/holder-subtle-racism-worse-than-bigoted-outbursts/7KU7ywF5cE1pAgn3kMrCpM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2014/05/17/holder-subtle-racism-worse-than-bigoted-outbursts/7KU7ywF5cE1pAgn3kMrCpM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2014/05/17/holder-subtle-racism-worse-than-bigoted-outbursts/7KU7ywF5cE1pAgn3kMrCpM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/health/2014/05/17/panel-finalizes-recommendations-ease-drug-abuse/5NKDZ6TlBws6ctLc4GIarJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/health/2014/05/17/panel-finalizes-recommendations-ease-drug-abuse/5NKDZ6TlBws6ctLc4GIarJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/health
http://nesn.com/2014/04/celtics-no-17-draft-pick-brings-slim-odds-at-real-talent-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/somerville/2014/05/on_greater_somerville_storied_theater_turns_100.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/2013/12/20/top-stations-where-faster-take-the-train-into-boston-than-drive/Bv0vVGWulazKtIGKxIVw7I/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2014/05/14/massdot-board-approves-mbta-fare-hike/tZrFaBhvlzi1Kj9nUKfUqJ/story.html
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=9889136&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://blog.lululemon.com/a-former-lululemon-employee-tells-all/?cid=taboola_lifestyle_employeetellsall
http://www.bankrate.com/lite/insurance/dogs-most-often-blacklisted-by-insurers-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_bankslide&ic_id=tb_11040
http://insurance.comparisons.org/taa/insurance-comparisons.php?sub=high-v55&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=boston
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-2c:text-2-columns:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-2c:text-2-columns:
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fbusiness%2fnews%2f2014%2f04%2f30%2fstate-build-bike-pedestrian-path-between-somerville-boston-part-green-line-extension-project%2fLqLWdooStdV7f5wOLu7EQJ%2fstory.html&id=ma-140517122352-df8f84b8
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Harvard University professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s side gig as a consultant to
New York University has apparently won him some enviable New York City
housing benefits.

News     1 hour ago Share

Three Injured in Fitchburg Shooting
Three people were shot at KC’s Pub on River Street in Fitchburg after midnight Saturday,
NECN reports.

News     1 hour ago Share

Boston Celtics Owners Invest in Skateboard League
There might not be many obvious similarities between high-tech electric car
racing and some dude in a hoodie riding a skateboard.
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BDC Now - Weekend Event Picks
Looking for something to do this weekend? Check out some events that
include plenty of wine, a chance to meet some Red Sox players, a burger bash,
and more. Watch BDC Weekend with Jenny Johnson.

Entertainment     2 hours ago Share

US Ordered Not to Force Feed Guantanamo Prisoner
A federal judge in Washington ordered the U.S. military on Friday to at least
temporarily stop force-feeding a hunger striking prisoner at the Guantanamo
Bay naval base.
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Genetically Modified Foods Confuse Consumers
Genetically modified foods have been around for years, but most people in the
United States have no idea if they are eating them.

Food and dining     2 hours ago Share

Vt. Sex Offender Faces Sentencing in Niece’s Killing
A convicted sex offender who killed his 12-year-old niece after luring her to his house with
a ruse about a pool party is due to be formally sentenced to life without the possibility of
parole.

News     2 hours ago Share

Hike with Caution at White Mountains
Campgrounds in New Hampshire's White Mountain National Forest are open,
but the Forest Service is warning people that some areas still have snow, and
spring melt-off can lead to some slippery footing.
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Will Connecticut Schools Ban Chocolate Milk?
Connecticut lawmakers moved forward this week on a new nutrition bill that
could remove chocolate milk from pubilc schools.

Health     3 hours ago Share

Lacrosse Team Honors Fallen Officer and Coach
The girls lacrosse team at Exeter High School is honoring their late coach
Stephen Arkell, a New Hampshire police officer who was killed in the line of duty.

News     3 hours ago Share

Celebrating 10 Years of Gay Marriage
On May 17, 2004, Massachusetts offered the first marriage licenses to same-
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sex couples. We asked five couples to talk about what they’ve learned about
themselves and their relationships over the past decade.

Life     3 hours ago Share

10 Parting Shots at SNL Heading Into The Season
Finale
Here are "10 Parting Shots at SNL" as the show's 39th season comes to a close
Saturday night with Andy Samberg as host.

Obnoxious Boston Fan     4 hours ago Share

Environmentalists in Portland Oppose Tar Sands Oil
Environmentalists will rally at the Deering Oaks Park bandshell in Portland to oppose the
Keystone XL oil pipeline and the shipping of tar sands oil through Maine.

News     4 hours ago Share
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Broke Beats: F.Stokes – ‘Liquor Sto’ Diaries’
Broke Beats is BDCwire’s open-source hip-hop column. Every Saturday, we
showcase the best new albums, EPs, and mixtapes available for free stream or
download. The Midwest has long been a stronghold for spirited rappers and
producers who haven’t quite pierced the East Coast market. F.Stokes is among
the most fearless of of these artists, and the... Read more »

BDCWire     4 hours ago Share

Oprah’s Network Postpones Sam Documentary
The planned documentary by the Oprah Winfrey Network on Michael Sam, the
NFL's first openly gay player, has been postponed.

Sports     4 hours ago Share
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Woman Falls Down Elevator Shaft at Fenway Park
A 22-year-old woman is hospitalized after falling down an elevator shaft at
Fenway Park Friday during a Red Sox game, according to the Boston Fire
Department.

News     5 hours ago Share

Obama, Congress Move to Address Veterans Affairs
Firestorm
The Obama administration and Congress are moving quickly to respond to a
growing political firestorm over allegations of treatment delays and falsified
records at veterans hospitals nationwide.

Business     5 hours ago Share

Conn. Exhibit Looks at Benedict Arnold as Hero
A new exhibit on display at the Slater Memorial Museum is the latest effort to
bring heightened visibility to a subject Norwich has deliberately ignored for
centuries.
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Testing Inconclusive, Suspected Bobcat Returned
A judge has returned a 38-pound feline to a New Jersey woman after DNA testing couldn't
conclusively say whether it was a purebred bobcat.

News     6 hours ago Share

Clearing This Afternoon with Sunshine for Sunday
Weather Wisdom     6 hours ago Share

Nissan’s Taxi of Tomorrow Hoping for a Fare Future
Members of the New England Motor Press Association had the dual experiences
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of driving and riding in this Taxi of Tomorrow when Nissan brought a pair of the
hackney versions of its NV200 van to town.

Cars     12 hours ago Share

Teen’s Arm Reattached After Pasta Accident
Four surgries later, 17-year-old Brett Bouchard can move his arm after it was
severed below the elbow.

News     12 hours ago Share

Red Sox Fall to Tigers, 1-0, Back Under .500
The loss drops the Sox back below .500, at 20-21, and 10-12 at home.
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