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A look at Berklee College's new $100
 million, 16-story tower
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  February 12, 2014 01:22 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Boston.com Staff

Berklee College of Music this semester opened a $100 million, 16-story tower in the
 Back Bay â€“ the first facility the school has ever built from the ground up, campus
 officials said.

The building at 160 Massachusetts Ave.
 includes 369 student beds across 173
 dormitory rooms, a 400-seat dining hall
 that doubles as a performance space, 23
 practice rooms, six two-story common
 areas, a fitness center and will soon house a
 14,000 square-foot, 10-studio music
 production complex that will be among the
 largest of its kind the country.

â€œ[Johann Wolfgang von] Goethe called
 architecture â€˜frozen musicâ€™ and this
 building is alive with musical resonance,â
€  Berklee President Roger Brown said in a
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 statement.

â€œThe oscillating windows on the lower
 floors are like a percussion bed over which
 the serpentine, red walls in the cafeteria
 float like a melody,â€  he continued. â
€œThe polyrhythms of the five- and four-
pane windows create a visual syncopation

 worthy of the music being made inside.â€

â€œI don't think itâ€™s an exaggeration to predict that some major musical
 innovations are likely to come out of this magnificent building,â€  said Brown.

The towerâ€™s dorm rooms have loft-like windows. Many students have already used
 the sweeping views from those windows as backdrops in music videos, campus officials
 said.

The buildingâ€™s design was based in part on feedback students gave during campus
 meetings about the project.

â€œThe energy of the students was incredible; their focused commitment to their
 music was infectious and inspiring,â€  said a statement from architect William Rawn
 whose firm helped design the building. â€œOur goal was to channel that energy into
 the building, and share it with city.â€

â€œThe Berklee building adds spark and energy to its section of Massachusetts
 Avenue, and represents what is best about Boston: arts, students and city life
 supporting one another unlike almost any other place in the country,â€  he added.

The 155,000-plus square-foot tower opened last month. It was built on property that
 used to house a McDonaldâ€™s fast-food restaurant.

Construction began in 2011. Lee Kennedy, Co. Inc. built the tower.

The Walters-Storyk Design Group helped designed certain parts of the building,
 including the music production, technology, and learning complex, which is nearly
 complete.

Two stories below ground, the space will feature three recording studios, a live room for
 up to 55 musicians, isolation booths large enough for a grand piano, and a mastering
 and critical listening lab. It also has a suite of four project studios, a music technology
 lab and a Dolby-certified dubbing stage â€“ perhaps the only room of its kind in higher
 education â€“ that will support post-production activities like mixing music, sound
 effects and dialogue to film and video games.

The college said that, including the new studios, it now has 37 music production rooms
 on campus, creating a compound â€œcomparable to the largest and most versatile

(Berklee College of Music)
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 production facilities in the United States, including Skywalker Sound and NFL Films.â
€

To see more photos, click here.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Looking for more
 coverage of area colleges and universities? Go to our Your Campus pages. 
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HudsonDad 02/13/14 06:15 PM
Why so much negativity?  It's a beautiful new space in an area that needs activity.  Since
 Tower/Virgin/Best Buy closed, there is a lot of blandness to that end of town and I think this is a nice
 new addition to the city.
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Phil-B 02/12/14 05:55 PM
"We live in an art decco city" ......what? First off, it's DECO. Second, there is very, very little actual art
 deco in Boston. All that red brick everywhere isn't art deco, it's  Federal/Georgian/Colonial/whatever
 you want to call it. And then the rest is Victorian/Queen Anne/Romanesque/Beaux Arts/etc etc. You
 could count on two hands the number of true art deco buildings in the city.

 
lakemonsters 02/12/14 03:39 PM
No wonder Berklee is so expensive.

Show replies (1) ▼

Show replies (4) ▼

If You Ever Want to Retire Look
 at This Chart
Money Morning

14 Benefits Most Seniors Didn’t
 Know They Had
Newsmax

9 Awesome Movies That You
 Haven’t Seen… And Should!
Movies Talk

Eighteen Uncomfortable
 Engagement Photos
Parent Media

The New Hollywood A-List
DailyCandy

Kate Middleton's Bizarre
 Behavior at Event Gets
 Everyone Talking
Stirring Daily

by TaboolaPromoted Content

FROM THE WEB FROM BOSTON.COM AND PARTNER
‘Warren Buffett Indicator’ Signals Collapse
 in Stock Market (Moneynews)

Little Known Way to Pay Off Mortgage 
(Weekly Financial Solutions)

Millennials are Drinking so Much Wine
 They're Changing How it's Sold (Parade)

Check Out the Surprising Car that Mark
 Zuckerberg Drives (Wall St. Cheat Sheet)

8 Stunning Vintage Engagement Rings 
(Brilliant Earth)

Student killed and 3 hurt in high school
 fight (Boston.com)

The fanciest, most expensive college dorms
 around Boston (Boston.com)

A Weston estate fit for a queen A Weston
 estate fit for a queen (Boston.com)

Top 15 high schools in Massachusetts for
 college readiness Top 15 high schools for
 … (Boston.com)

Dreamschool: Top 15 high schools in
 Massachusetts overall Top 15 high
 school… (Boston.com)

http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/berklee/2014/02/100-million_16-story_tower_is_berklee_college_of_musics_1st_facility_built_from_ground_up.html?comments=all#comments
http://boston.com/community/user/5290154
http://boston.com/community/user/5290154
http://boston.com/community/user/5469562
http://boston.com/community/user/5469562
http://boston.com/community/user/5238994
http://boston.com/community/user/5238994
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moviestalk.com/awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should&utm_content=article&utm_campaign=desktop
http://www.moviestalk.com/awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should&utm_content=article&utm_campaign=desktop
http://www.moviestalk.com/awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=awesome-movies-that-you-havent-seen-and-should&utm_content=article&utm_campaign=desktop
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/fun-and-games/18-mortifying-yet-hilarious-engagement-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=slideshow
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/fun-and-games/18-mortifying-yet-hilarious-engagement-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=slideshow
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/fun-and-games/18-mortifying-yet-hilarious-engagement-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=slideshow
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/fun-and-games/18-mortifying-yet-hilarious-engagement-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=slideshow
http://www.dailycandy.com/everywhere/flipbook/160197/Hottest-Actors-and-Actresses-in-Hollywood?vwink=dc:synd:taboola_Flip:160197
http://www.dailycandy.com/everywhere/flipbook/160197/Hottest-Actors-and-Actresses-in-Hollywood?vwink=dc:synd:taboola_Flip:160197
http://www.dailycandy.com/everywhere/flipbook/160197/Hottest-Actors-and-Actresses-in-Hollywood?vwink=dc:synd:taboola_Flip:160197
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Stock-market-recession-alert/2014/02/03/id/550641/?promo_code=16610-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Stock-market-recession-alert/2014/02/03/id/550641/?promo_code=16610-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Stock-market-recession-alert/2014/02/03/id/550641/?promo_code=16610-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Stock-market-recession-alert/2014/02/03/id/550641/?promo_code=16610-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://www.brilliantearth.com/news/8-amazing-antique-engagement-rings/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=LPI&utm_term=boston
http://www.brilliantearth.com/news/8-amazing-antique-engagement-rings/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=LPI&utm_term=boston
http://www.brilliantearth.com/news/8-amazing-antique-engagement-rings/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=LPI&utm_term=boston
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/ranking-college-student-housing-options-around-boston/Lkckrvh7TYCYg5dZgRbo0H/gallery.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/ranking-college-student-housing-options-around-boston/Lkckrvh7TYCYg5dZgRbo0H/gallery.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/ranking-college-student-housing-options-around-boston/Lkckrvh7TYCYg5dZgRbo0H/gallery.html
http://www.boston.com/real-estate/luxury-living/2013/10/23/weston-estate-fit-for-queen/SrBYJSSw638Cz4AuUZerKM/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/real-estate/luxury-living/2013/10/23/weston-estate-fit-for-queen/SrBYJSSw638Cz4AuUZerKM/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/real-estate/luxury-living/2013/10/23/weston-estate-fit-for-queen/SrBYJSSw638Cz4AuUZerKM/pictures.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/top-high-schools-massachusetts-for-college-readiness/CATtd3dmZBx3gRWmo2InhM/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/top-high-schools-massachusetts-for-college-readiness/CATtd3dmZBx3gRWmo2InhM/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/top-high-schools-massachusetts-for-college-readiness/CATtd3dmZBx3gRWmo2InhM/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/top-high-schools-massachusetts-for-college-readiness/CATtd3dmZBx3gRWmo2InhM/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/top-high-schools-massachusetts-for-college-readiness/CATtd3dmZBx3gRWmo2InhM/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/dreamschool-top-high-schools-massachusetts-overall-top-high-schools-mass/gnPZP70FeTPhlRKQvhRbwK/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/dreamschool-top-high-schools-massachusetts-overall-top-high-schools-mass/gnPZP70FeTPhlRKQvhRbwK/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/dreamschool-top-high-schools-massachusetts-overall-top-high-schools-mass/gnPZP70FeTPhlRKQvhRbwK/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/dreamschool-top-high-schools-massachusetts-overall-top-high-schools-mass/gnPZP70FeTPhlRKQvhRbwK/article.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/dreamschool-top-high-schools-massachusetts-overall-top-high-schools-mass/gnPZP70FeTPhlRKQvhRbwK/article.html
http://www.parentsociety.com/parenting/fun-and-games/18-mortifying-yet-hilarious-engagement-photos/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=slideshow
http://www.dailycandy.com/everywhere/flipbook/160197/Hottest-Actors-and-Actresses-in-Hollywood?vwink=dc:synd:taboola_Flip:160197
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/164013/kate_middletons_bizarre_behavior_at?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s


A look at Berklee College's new $100 million, 16-story tower - Berklee - Your Campus - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/berklee/2014/02/100-million_16-story_tower_is_berklee_college_of_musics_1st_facility_built_from_ground_up.html[3/8/2014 1:38:02 AM]

Reply
 (6)  (3)

Report abuse

 

Reply
 (1)  (1)

Report abuse

stomv 02/14/14 11:31 AM
Boston needs more housing to help keep it affordable for families, long time residents, seniors, and
 others. That Berklee built housing for 369 residents, thereby freeing up apartments for other existing
 or potential Boston residents, should be applauded.
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Muddy-XXV 02/13/14 05:55 PM
BEHOLD!!!

First of all,  Berklee doesn't "teach" music per se.  EVERYONE auditions in order to gain entrance to
 the school.  You're already, to a degree, a competent "musician" before you go there.  All they teach
 is the music "business."
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