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Northeastern launches lab to empower
 social change, civic engagement
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  January 23, 2014 03:58 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Boston.com Staff

The success of a free massive open online course focused on philanthropy has
 prompted Northeastern University, which founded the course in partnership with the
 sister of billionaire Warren Buffett, to launch a laboratory designed to empower social
 change and civic engagement, campus officials said.

The university announced this week the launch of the Social Impact Lab, describing it
 as “a hub of innovative experiential curricula, programming, and events designed to
 empower social change and civic engagement across disciplines and around the world.”

The lab’s signature program will be “Giving With Purpose,” a free online course that
 teaches effective charitable giving. The university said it is the first-ever MOOC focused
 on philanthropy and informed civic engagement.

The course, which debuted this past summer, was created in partnership with the
 Learning by Giving Foundation, which Doris Buffett, 85, founded and directs.

She is the older sister of billionaire investor and philanthropist Warren Buffett.

“I am invested in sharing my passion for philanthropy with the next generation of
 philanthropic leaders,” Doris Buffett said in a statement.

“‘Giving With Purpose’ exceeded all of our expectations last summer, and we are
 thrilled to have the opportunity to offer it again this spring with Northeastern
 University,” she added.

A key aspect of the course is having participants help decide how to award money from
 Doris Buffett’s foundation to local nonprofits. During the course’s inaugural run, more
 than 10,000 people participated helping to distribute $130,000 to 40 nonprofits.

Guest speakers in the MOOC have included both Warren and Doris Buffett, as well as
 former Major League Baseball player Cal Ripken Jr., broadcast journalist Soledad
 O'Brien, Boston Red Sox chairman Tom Werner, and Ben & Jerry’s co-founders Ben
 Cohen and Jerry Greenfield.

The course will re-launch in March featuring new guests and a new platform. In the
 coming fall, the course will be offered as a credit-bearing course.

“It is a challenge and responsibility that we work together to create a global culture of
 philanthropy,” Northeastern president Joseph E. Aoun, said in a statement. “This
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 MOOC is leading the field with its model of experiential philanthropy and will drive
 new ways of giving across platforms, continents, and generations.”

Along with the course, Northeastern’s new Social Impact Lab will feature several other
 “experiential learning programs that bridge the classroom and the community,”
 campus officials said.

A philanthropy education program run by the lab, Northeastern Students4Giving, has
 students “study civic engagement and social change while making real-dollar grants to
 Boston-area nonprofits,” officials said.

Rebecca Riccio, the founding director of Northeastern Students4Giving and the teacher
 of the “Giving With Purpose” MOOC, has been appointed director of the Social Impact
 Lab, which will be housed within the College of Social Sciences and Humanities.

“The MOOC epitomizes our vision of the Social Impact Lab as a conduit between theory
 and practice — a platform for students to apply what they are learning in the classroom
 to real-world challenges and opportunities,” Riccio said in a statement. “Our goal is to
 give students a comprehensive toolkit for translating good intentions into effective,
 financially sustainable strategies for achieving social change.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Looking for more
 coverage of area colleges and universities? Go to our Your Campus pages. 
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This won't help with their fund-raising one bit.  NU was always a school for working career minded
 people, not welfare people.

This comment has been blocked.

Please log In to comment.

 

Home Today's Globe News Business Sports Lifestyle A&E Things to Do Travel Cars Jobs Real Estate Local Search

CONTACT BOSTON.COM Help Advertise Work here Privacy Policy Your Ad Choices Terms of Service Newsletters Mobile RSS feeds Sitemap

CONTACT THE BOSTON GLOBE Subscribe Manage your subscription Advertise Boston Globe Insiders The Boston Globe Gallery © 2014 Boston Globe Media Partners,
 LLC

by TaboolaPromoted Content

 Alzheimer’s in Their Brain (NewsmaxHealth)

Little Known Way to Pay Off Mortgage 
(Weekly Financial Solutions)

Millennials are Drinking so Much Wine
 They're Changing How it's Sold (Parade)

Lindsey Vonn Tells Vogue: No More
 Marriage (ThePostGame)

4 Places You Should Avoid Using Your
 Credit Card (Bankrate)

 and is pronounced dead at Logan
 Airport (Boston.com)

Pierce Brosnan's daughter dies of ovarian
 cancer (Boston.com)

Student killed and 3 hurt in high school
 fight (Boston.com)

Married couple, infant twin sons found dead
 in Arlington (Boston.com)

Broncos’ Wes Welker plans comeback route
 to Foxborough (Boston.com)

| | | | | | | | | | | | 

| | | | | | | | | | 

| | | | | | 

http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/northeastern/2014/01/northeastern_launches_lab_to_empower_social_change_civic_engagement.html?comments=all#comments
http://boston.com/community/user/5485976
http://boston.com/community/user/5485976
http://boston.com/community/user/5485744
http://boston.com/community/user/5485744
http://www.boston.com/login
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/search/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://www.boston.com/help/
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/online/online.aspx?id=13052
http://services.bostonglobe.com/aboutus/career/default.aspx?id=7098
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/help/memberagreement
http://www.boston.com/help/email
http://www.boston.com/tools/mobile/
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss/
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://services.bostonglobe.com/order/zip.aspx?rc=WW049774&od=372
http://services.bostonglobe.com/subscribers/custserv.aspx?id=5274
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
http://bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://www.doriancolor.com/page3.html
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.thepostgame.com/blog/gold-standard/201307/lindsey-vonn-vogue-skiing-tiger-woods?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.thepostgame.com/blog/gold-standard/201307/lindsey-vonn-vogue-skiing-tiger-woods?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.thepostgame.com/blog/gold-standard/201307/lindsey-vonn-vogue-skiing-tiger-woods?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.thepostgame.com/blog/gold-standard/201307/lindsey-vonn-vogue-skiing-tiger-woods?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html

	boston.com
	Northeastern launches lab to empower social change, civic engagement - Northeastern - Your Campus - Boston.com


