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By Matt Rocheleau, Boston.com Staff

A bald eagle photographed recently perched atop a pond-side tree in Boston’s Jamaica
 Plain neighborhood is yet another good sign for efforts to restore the once-endangered
 species’ population in Massachusetts, according to state wildlife experts.

“It's a testament to the eagle restoration programs conducted by state wildlife agencies
 and their non-profit partners,” said Marion E. Larson, chief of information and
 education for the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Ben Achtenberg, a JP resident and director of the Refuge Media Project, said he
 photographed the bird on Dec. 26 along the shores of Jamaica Pond, the largest body
 of freshwater in the city of Boston.

Larson, who confirmed the photographed bird is an adult bald eagle, said spotting the
 species at this time of year in such an area is not entirely unusual, but still
 “interesting.”

“People are fascinated by eagles,” she said. “This is the time of year when eagles are
 seen in larger numbers throughout the state – many come from the north where water
 has frozen over.”

She noted that at the time of the photo, the pond had probably not frozen over, making
 it a good spot for the predatory bird to hang out.

The bald eagle, the official national bird of the US, has increased its population in
 Massachusetts and elsewhere in the country due to recovery efforts over the past
 several decades.

In 2011, a record number of 107 eagles were observed throughout the state during a
 midwinter survey in Massachusetts, according to Larson.

One popular, local midwinter bald eagle haunt is along the mouth of the Merrimack
 River, she said. An annual Eagle Festival will be held along the river in Newburyport
 next month.

To read more about the state’s bald eagle recovery efforts, click here.

To see other photos of local bald eagles, click here.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com.
--
For the latest updates about your community, follow some of our local neighborhood,
 city and town Twitter accounts, here.

(Ben Achtenberg / The Refuge Media Project)
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That is so unbelievably cool to see... and in Boston!
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rwc2 01/07/14 03:27 PM
right near my house, no less.

Also, note the last photo with the crow harassing the eagle.
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GB1963 01/07/14 03:28 PM
I saw one in Belmont last year, on a tree overlooking Little Pond. I have been looking since, not seen
 it again. Did not have my camera at the time, sigh!
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Baldbird 01/08/14 07:21 AM
Driving by the Charles River near the Science Museum last Wednesday I saw an eagle atop a lamp
 post.  I thought I was nuts.
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