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ALLSTON BRIGHTON

Developer to break ground on $150m
 mixed-use development in Allston
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  December 10, 2013 02:55 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Boston.com Staff

Officials plan to break ground this week on a $150 million mixed-used development in
 Allston.

The 350,000 square-foot project calls for 325 apartments, up to 45,000 square feet of
 retail space, a parking garage with space for up to 225 cars, residential amenities, and
 outdoor space to be built at the intersection of Western Avenue and North Harvard
 Street.

Parts of the development will stand between six and nine stories tall. The company
 leading the project, Samuels and Associates, expects to finish construction by fall 2015.

A groundbreaking ceremony Friday afternoon will bring together development and
 leaders from the city of Boston and Harvard University, which owns the property
 abutting its business school campus and is planning a series of projects for the
 neighborhood over the next 10 years.

The development, Barry’s Corner Retail and Residential Commons, has been named
 after the intersection where it will be built.

Meanwhile, a group of residents recently launched a public campaign to have the
 intersection’s name changed from Barry’s Corner to “Allston Square.”

Through an online neighborhood discussion forum, leaders of a group, called the
 Allston Square Association, sent messages recently proposing the name change and
 announced they are trying to gather signatures on a petition supporting their effort.

“We would very much like to have you sign the petition to name this new retail and
 residential commons Allston Square after the great painter Washington Allston, who
 gave our community its name instead of ‘Barry’s Corner’ named after no one,” the
 group said in an online message.

“However, to honor the good folks who lost their homes 45 years ago when the BRA
 and the City bulldozed their little community and built the Charlesview Apartments,
 we would like to name the Grove, which stands on the very spot where their homes
 once stood, Barry’s Corner Memorial Grove, in their memory,” the message added.

It's unclear what level of support the proposal has, but so far several residents have
 replied to the online messages to say they oppose a name change. Barry's Corner has
 been used by residents, city leaders and Harvard officials for years to describe the
 intersection.
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Louisio 12/10/13 07:41 PM
AB resident checking in: I'm glad to see the development finally get going. But if asked to sign the
 petition I'll probably decline. Why? Because of the UTTER lack of originality and creativity. Allston
 Square? Seriously? There's already an Allston Village. If you can't come up with something better
 than Allston Square I see no reason to change from Barry's Corner.
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fairnsquare 12/11/13 09:45 AM
Why get bent of shape about a name? Don't the Allston residents care about the traffic nightmare that
 already exists and will certainly get worse?

 

Reply
 (2)  (0)

Report abuse

gotham77 12/10/13 10:33 PM
Isn't all of Allston already named after "the great painter Washington Allston?" Why does he need an
 intersection named after him in the part of town named after him?

 

Reply
 (1)  (0)

Report abuse

bjolly 12/16/13 11:03 AM
I like Barry's Corner, it was named after Obama when he was a Harvard Law Student. Who's
 Washington Allston??
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