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Wellesley College may hire professor
 fired from partner university in China
 allegedly for advocating for democracy,
 freedom
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  December 2, 2013 01:37 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Wellesley College is considering hiring a professor who made headlines recently when
 he was recently fired by a university in China, allegedly because he spoke out in favor
 of democracy and individual freedom.

A formal invitation has not yet been extended, but the college “is moving forward with a
 possible appointment” of professor David Xia Yeliang as a visiting fellow in Wellesley's
 Freedom Project, which includes a focus on the concept of freedom in different
 societies, campus spokeswoman Sofiya Cabalquinto said.

“While the circumstances of Professor Xia's contract non-renewal with Peking
 University and his academic record may be in dispute, his credentials as an advocate of
 academic freedom and human rights are solid,” Cabalquinto said in an emailed
 statement. “It is Xia's experience as a practitioner of dissent that fits well with the work
 of the Freedom Project. The exchange of diverse ideas, perspectives, and experiences is
 at the heart of the liberal arts, and Wellesley is committed to fostering that exchange.”

Xia was fired in October by Peking University, where he had taught for the past 13
 years.

Xia and some Wellesley faculty who support him have said he was fired because of his
 political views. The university has said he was fired because he was not a good teacher.

The university had notified Xia in June that he may be fired. That announcement
 prompted more than 130 faculty at Wellesley College to sign a petition saying leaders
 of their institution should "reconsider" a newly-formed partnership with Peking
 University if the university fired Xia.

However, shortly after Xia’s firing, Wellesley faculty voted that the college should
 continue its partnership with Peking University.

Yet, the faculty said wanted to examine more closely the Wellesley-Peking relationship,
 which includes faculty and student exchanges, joint research, virtual collaborations
 and other ties.

“Wellesley’s faculty has also committed to shaping the future of our partnership with
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 Peking University,” said a statement in early November from Wellesley College
 president H. Kim Bottomly. “A faculty committee will develop Wellesley’s
 recommendations for the parameters and elements of the partnership. These
 recommendations will be brought to the full faculty body at Wellesley for approval and
 will then be shared with faculty counterparts at Peking University for their
 consideration.”

In recent weeks, another Boston-area school has been reexamining its partnership with
 an overseas university.

Brandeis University suspended its decade-old partnership with Al-Quds University in
 Palestine after the foreign school’s president refused to condemn a campus
 demonstration in which marchers reportedly flashed Nazi salutes amid banners
 depicting images of suicide bombers as martyrs.

Brandeis stressed that it has suspended, not terminated, the partnership with Al-Quds,
 Brandeis leaders said they are reaching out Al-Quds leaders to discuss the issues
 further and are open to reconsidering the suspension.

Soon after, Syracuse University suspended its ties with Al-Quds, while Bard College
 announced it would maintain its partnership with Al-Quds.

At Wellesley, professor Susan Reverby, one of the lead signatories of the petition that
 called for the college to reconsider its partnership with Peking University, said by email
 that a major accomplishment of that petition and the public support for Xia was that it
 “opened up an international conversation at Wellesley and elsewhere about the nature
 of these kinds of international ‘partnerships’ and how much they affect the very soul of
 liberal arts colleges in the United States.”

The president of Wellesley said she expects the conversation around campus generated
 by the controversy over Xia’s firing will be helpful as the school considers forming
 other overseas partnerships.

“In considering Wellesley’s collaborations with international institutions, including
 Peking University, our faculty debated difficult questions in a robust and respectful
 exchange of ideas and perspectives,” Bottomly wrote in a statement in early November.
 “I believe that Wellesley’s open approach to the complexities inherent in international
 exchanges will strengthen the college as we extend our global outreach.”

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mjrochele@gmail.com. Looking for more coverage
 of area colleges and universities? Go to our Your Campus pages. 

6 17 0

RELATED CONTENT by TaboolaSponsored Content

http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/wellesley/2013/12/wellesley_college_may_hire_professor_fired_from_partner_university_in_china_allegedly_for_advocating.html?comments=all#aComments
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/wellesley/2013/12/wellesley_college_may_hire_professor_fired_from_partner_university_in_china_allegedly_for_advocating.html?comments=all#aComments
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/wellesley/2013/12/wellesley_college_may_hire_professor_fired_from_partner_university_in_china_allegedly_for_advocating.html?comments=all#aComments
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/boston_university/2013/12/bu_graduate_pete_souza_on_the_hot_seat_as_white_house_photographer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/boston_university/2013/12/bu_graduate_pete_souza_on_the_hot_seat_as_white_house_photographer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/boston_university/2013/12/bu_graduate_pete_souza_on_the_hot_seat_as_white_house_photographer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/boston_university/2013/12/bu_graduate_pete_souza_on_the_hot_seat_as_white_house_photographer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/bc/2013/12/bc_law_to_open_center_to_give_students_more_real-world_lawyering_experience.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/bc/2013/12/bc_law_to_open_center_to_give_students_more_real-world_lawyering_experience.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/bc/2013/12/bc_law_to_open_center_to_give_students_more_real-world_lawyering_experience.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/bc/2013/12/bc_law_to_open_center_to_give_students_more_real-world_lawyering_experience.html
http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/brandeis/2013/11/brandeis_suspends_partnership_with_palestinian_university_after_foreign_schools_head_refuses_to_cond.html
http://www.brandeis.edu/now/2013/November/lawrencestatement.html
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/news.aspx?id=107374191440
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/yourcampus/
http://www.repost.us/article-preview/hash/eb98bf0402cf1d5098fb34112b8dce94/
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_autosized-1r_grid-3x2-text-links:autosized-1r:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_autosized-1r_grid-3x2-text-links:autosized-1r:
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola


Wellesley College may hire professor fired from partner university in China allegedly for advocating for democracy, freedom - Wellesley - Your Campus - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourcampus/news/wellesley/2013/12/wellesley_college_may_hire_professor_fired_from_partner_university_in_china_allegedly_for_advocating.html[2/9/2014 10:31:45 PM]

Loading comments...

Home Today's Globe News Business Sports Lifestyle A&E Things to Do Travel Cars Jobs Real Estate Local Search

CONTACT BOSTON.COM Help Advertise Work here Privacy Policy Your Ad Choices Terms of Service Newsletters Mobile RSS feeds Sitemap

CONTACT THE BOSTON GLOBE Subscribe Manage your subscription Advertise Boston Globe Insiders The Boston Globe Gallery © 2014 Boston Globe Media Partners,
 LLC

14 Benefits Most Seniors Didn’t
 Know They Had
Newsmax

If You Ever Want to Retire Look
 at This Chart
Money Morning

You Haven't Lived Until You
 Visit These 10 All-Inclusive
 Resorts
TripCurator

One of the Most Classic SNL
 Sketches of All Time
Yahoo Screen

5 Foods You Should Never Eat
 Again
My Diet

Jenny McCarthy Bares All
Ora.TV

by TaboolaPromoted Content

FROM THE WEB FROM BOSTON.COM AND PARTNER
5 Major Signs if Your Parents Will Get
 Alzheimer’s in Their Brain (NewsmaxHealth)

Little Known Way to Pay Off Mortgage 
(Weekly Financial Solutions)

Millennials are Drinking so Much Wine
 They're Changing How it's Sold (Parade)

4 Places You Should Avoid Using Your
 Credit Card (Bankrate)

Check Out the Surprising Car that Mark
 Zuckerberg Drives (Wall St. Cheat Sheet)

Woman on flight from Florida becomes ill
 and is pronounced dead at Logan
 Airport (Boston.com)

Pierce Brosnan's daughter dies of ovarian
 cancer (Boston.com)

Student killed and 3 hurt in high school
 fight (Boston.com)

Married couple, infant twin sons found dead
 in Arlington (Boston.com)

Broncos’ Wes Welker plans comeback route
 to Foxborough (Boston.com)

| | | | | | | | | | | | 

| | | | | | | | | | 

| | | | | | 

http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/search/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://www.boston.com/help/
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/online/online.aspx?id=13052
http://services.bostonglobe.com/aboutus/career/default.aspx?id=7098
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/help/memberagreement
http://www.boston.com/help/email
http://www.boston.com/tools/mobile/
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss/
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://services.bostonglobe.com/order/zip.aspx?rc=WW049774&od=372
http://services.bostonglobe.com/subscribers/custserv.aspx?id=5274
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
http://bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://www.doriancolor.com/page3.html
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=8187659&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=8187659&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=8187659&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=8187659&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://www.mydiet.com/5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=5foods-never-again&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=aug13
http://www.mydiet.com/5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=5foods-never-again&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=aug13
http://www.mydiet.com/5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=5foods-never-again&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=aug13
http://www.mydiet.com/5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=5foods-never-again&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=aug13
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/jenny-mccarthy-0_1ngcsv3f?utm_source=feed&utm_medium=rss&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/jenny-mccarthy-0_1ngcsv3f?utm_source=feed&utm_medium=rss&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/jenny-mccarthy-0_1ngcsv3f?utm_source=feed&utm_medium=rss&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=boston&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_text-links-2-columns_grid-3x2-text-links:text-links-2-columns:
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Alzheimers-Warning-Signs-Mistakes/2013/12/16/id/542129/?PROMO_CODE=15FB8-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/little-known-mortgage.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=%7Bsite%7D&utm_term=ModernHome_Little_GeoTop&utm_medium=boston
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.parade.com/215060/tasting-room/discover-the-perfect-wines-for-you/?utm_channel=partnerships&utm_account=popdust&utm_campaign=taboola&utm_term=parade_article_by_dini&utm_content=desktop
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/checking/risky-places-swipe-debit-card-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_slide&ic_id=tb_10046
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/6-surprising-rides-driven-by-wealthy-ceos.html/?ref=tbla
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/10/22/woman-flight-from-florida-becomes-ill-and-pronounced-dead-logan-airport/EQrQYO3I9kwTmdMSoc4vRM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/2013/07/02/pierce-brosnan-daughter-dies-ovarian-cancer/WHV4nF8XWEMROIIZ8VTjCP/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/2013/09/04/student-killed-and-hurt-high-school-fight/eI1zqhCBaCufW7Hald4gjK/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2013/11/18/four-people-found-dead-arlington-home/pg9jJXjBc5Qgc3yC82NpnJ/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/football/2013/11/22/broncos-wes-welker-plans-comeback-route-foxborough/XG008pR7B5795v1dN4rhBM/story.html
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://moneymorning.com/ext/articles/bitcoin/36-cities-in-20-states-abandon-the-dollar.php?iris=183550&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_content=ko1&utm_campaign=bitcoin
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=HighCPC-US-Taboola
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=8187659&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]
http://www.mydiet.com/5-foods-you-should-never-eat-again/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=5foods-never-again&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=aug13
http://www.ora.tv/larrykingnow/jenny-mccarthy-0_1ngcsv3f?utm_source=feed&utm_medium=rss&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral

	boston.com
	Wellesley College may hire professor fired from partner university in China allegedly for advocating for democracy, freedom - Wellesley - Your Campus - Boston.com


