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Lunenburg High School football player Isaac Phillips read a statement at a candlelight vigil Sunday that was organized
 to respond to racist graffiti painted on his house.

LUNENBURG — Several hundred residents packed in and around a gazebo in the center of town Sunday

 night holding a candlelight vigil to show their support for a 13-year-old high school football player

 whose home was recently spray-painted with a racial slur.

Isaac Phillips, the football player, looked out into the crowd of hundreds, facing a sea of teammates

 wearing blue-and-white jerseys, and said he was struck by those who rallied around him in solidarity.

Local and state elected officials were also there, as was the superintendent of schools, the high school

 principal, classmates, teachers, and neighbors.

Still, Phillips told the crowd that he could not help but think about the people he felt had abandoned him

 in this moment of need — his coaches.

“I don’t know who to trust, and I’m confused,” he said.
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 “We’re supposed to be a team; coaches are supposed to

 be a role model. Well, if this is my team, if these are my

 coaches, I can say it’s a sad day to be a Blue Knight.”

Phillips’s mother, Andrea Brazier, 38, who is white, and

 his father, Anthony Phillips, 33, who is black, said they

 found a racial epithet using the N-word spray-painted on

 the foundation of their home Friday morning.

The school’s varsity football coach spoke with Phillips

 that day to express his support for the teen and disgust

 at what happened, said Pete McCauliff, athletic director for the high school, which in Lunenburg

 includes grades 8 through 12.

But, Brazier said it is the coaches of the freshman and junior varsity teams that her son plays for who

 have not reached out to him.

The family said the vandalism was the latest in a series of cruel acts, which include his cleats being

 doused in water and his bicycle tires slashed.

Phillips’s parents said he reported each incident to the coaches, who dismissed the idea that a teammate

 could be involved. But his parents said they are convinced that a player, or group of players, is

 responsible. His mother said players on the team have been overheard using the N-word during games.

The Lunenburg Police Department is leading the investigation into the vandalism, and the FBI and

 Worcester County district attorney’s office are reviewing the case.

“We’re going to work with the school department and anyone else in town we need to to make sure this

 doesn’t happen again,” said Lunenburg Police Chief James Marino.

At the gathering Sunday night, hundreds of residents coated their hands in different colors of paint to

 create colorful handprints on a large cloth banner that read: “Many Hands, One Community.”

“We are coming together because this is what we do,” said state Representative Jennifer Benson, a

 Democrat from Lunenburg. “We support each other, we love each other and we hold each other up. This

 is hope, this is love, this is what Lunenburg is really about.”

Tom Alonzo, chairman of the Board of Selectmen, called the graffiti “vile and reprehensible” and said

 news of how Phillips has been treated has left him feeling angry, disillusioned, and sympathetic.


javascript:ft764575.api.open('http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BH5UQMUT4UuKaN47P0AGI8ICYApur2cUEAAAAEAEgu9DeIDgAWMPGg_qIAWDJvu2IhKTsD7IBE3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAZMBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb20vbWV0cm8vMjAxMy8xMS8xOC9jb21tdW5pdHktc3VwcG9ydHMtaGlnaC1zY2hvb2wtZm9vdGJhbGwtcGxheWVyLXdoby10YXJnZXQtcmFjaWFsLXNsdXIvTFJ4SHlyNzV6ZUxJRUFGSlVVSTVTTC9zdG9yeS5odG1smAKAfcACAuACAOoCLS82MTM4MTY1OS9ib3N0b25nbG9iZS5jb20vbWV0cm8vbWFzc2FjaHVzZXR0c_gCgtIekAOkA5gDpAOoAwHgBAGgBhY&num=0&sig=AOD64_3RvbaucuPhSptS3GTvPZOcz641vQ&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/4/31441;764575;592846;210;0/?g=2231054832374E&random=269078705&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=http://www.nesl.edu/welcome');


Community supports high school football player who is target of racial slur - Metro - The Boston Globe

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...mmunity-supports-high-school-football-player-who-target-racial-slur/LRxHyr75zeLIEAFJUUI5SL/story.html[2/9/2014 10:19:07 PM]

MY ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

52  MY SAVED LIST

MANAGE HOME DELIVERY

CONTACT

HELP

FAQS

GLOBE NEWSROOM

ADVERTISE

SOCIAL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

MORE

ARCHIVES

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE

WORK HERE

Learn more SUBSCRIBE BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS REFER A FRIEND EPAPER EDITION

NEWS IN EDUCATION

© 2014 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

ARTICLE COMMENTS ( 18 )

“This cannot and will not ever be tolerated,” he said.

Two of Phillips’s teammates, Ryan Dame, 16, and Luke Pajari, 14, said he is well liked and did not know

 why anyone would do something so mean to another player.

“We’re all family,” Pajari said.

“We always stick up for each other,” Dame added.

Phillips said he does not plan to attend classes Monday and is considering switching schools.

“I’ve always wanted to play football and I always wanted to be a Blue Knight,” he said. “I never expected

 to be dealing with this.”

 Matt Rocheleau can be reached at matthew.rocheleau@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter @mrochele.
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