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Photos: Conceptual designs of project
 to straighten Mass. Pike in Allston
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  October 23, 2013 03:08 PM

In the above conceptual design” the light green areas designate a “bridge structure;” the dark green areas designate
 an “elevated roadway;” the yellow indicates an “on-grade roadway;” the brown indicates a “depressed roadway;” and
 the red/orange designates a “proposed local roadway network.” To see a larger version, click here.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

The state this week announced several major transportation projects, including plans
 to straighten part of the Massachusetts Turnpike that cuts through Allston and
 reconfigure exit and entrance ramps as well as some local roads.

State officials said the project will relieve traffic congestion and the pollution it
 produces, while opening up land for development.

The estimated $260-million, multi-phase project is scheduled to start in fall 2016 and
 be completed by 2020, according to the state transportation department.

The state said it is currently considering at least two options, or “conceptual
 alignments,” to straighten out I-90 and reconfigure ramps around the Allston-
Brighton toll area, officials said.

The Pike’s alignment and interchange configuration there was originally driven by the
 layout of the abutting Beacon Park rail yard, transportation department spokesman
 Michael Verseckes said.

But, a large chunk of land in the rail yard was freed up several months ago when
 railroad company CSX Corp. vacated the property to move its operations to
 Westborough and Worcester.

 MORE TOWNS  MORE BOSTON NEIGHBORHOODS|
Sign In | Register now

Allston
 Brighton

 

36 8 0

(MassDOT)

Also From Allston-
Brighton

GALLERY

Harvard's new innovation lab

WATERWORKS MUSEUM

Connect to Allston Brighton

 Follow @YourAllstonBri 2,717 followers

Shaun White’s Withdrawal from Slopestyle (BU 
News Service) bit.ly/1iDmijT

Allston Brighton @YourAllstonBri

Somerville Receives Smallest “Pocket Change” 
Grant in Statewide Competition (BU News 

Allston Brighton @YourAllstonBri

5h

11h

Tweets Follow

Tweet to @YourAllstonBri

 You and 624 others like this.624 people like this.
Like

BostonShops

Let the shopping begin. Get exclusive
 promotions and sales from your favorite
 retailers. And never miss a great deal again.

See a sample SIGN UP NOW

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=allston_brighton ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:6fa0d010-96ad-49e8-9883-9dd451019e76
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2013/10/photos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html?comments=all#aComments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2013/10/photos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html?comments=all#aComments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2013/10/photos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html?comments=all#aComments
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2013/10/pikeallston1-116898.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/ashland/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/downtown/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/framingham/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/hopkinton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/natick/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/newton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/wellesley/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/westborough/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/weston/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/Allston%20Interchange%20-%20Alt%208F%20Modified%208-1-13%20%282%29.pdf
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/framingham/2012/07/t_plans_to_boost_commuter_rail.html
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/index.html?ytmap=boston
http://www.boston.com/login?p1=header_regi_signin
https://www.boston.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/Boston/Framework/regi/regi-login-register.jspw
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/innovationlab
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/innovationlab
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/innovationlab
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/waterworks_museum
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2013%2F10%2Fphotos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html&region=follow_link&screen_name=YourAllstonBri&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2013%2F10%2Fphotos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html&region=follow_link&screen_name=YourAllstonBri&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2013%2F10%2Fphotos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html&region=follow_link&screen_name=YourAllstonBri&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2013%2F10%2Fphotos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html&region=follow_link&screen_name=YourAllstonBri&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2013%2F10%2Fphotos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html&region=count_link&screen_name=YourAllstonBri&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://t.co/0JZ03F7APT
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri/statuses/432616950682759168
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri/statuses/432616950682759168
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri/statuses/432527328682336256
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri/statuses/432527328682336256
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=YourAllstonBri
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=YourAllstonBri
http://boston.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/Boston/Framework/regi/register_action_email_list_param.jsp?listid=4
http://www.boston.com/email/bostonshops/2012/42_Wrentham.html
http://boston.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/Boston/Framework/regi/register_action_email_list_param.jsp?listid=4



Photos: Conceptual designs of project to straighten Mass. Pike in Allston - Allston Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2013/10/photos_conceptual_designs_of_project_to_straighten_mass_pike.html[2/9/2014 9:17:28 PM]

As part of that move, CSX entered a purchase-and-sale agreement to sell the 80-acre
 rail yard to Harvard University, which, in its newly-approved master plan, says it
 hopes to eventually use the property as “enterprise research campus” space, but in the
 near-term will likely use the land for “construction support activities” as it builds out
 other projects.

Meanwhile, the state will maintain its transportation easement rights around the rail
 yard property, which will allow it to straighten the turnpike, preserve space for its
 commuter rail operations and reconfigure “the ramps and existing connections such
 that the area's future development potential can be maximized,” Verseckes said.

State officials said they expect the pike straightening project will open up about 60
 acres of land for future development.

The project will replace a nearly half-mile long, “structurally deficient” viaduct that
 includes 29 bridge structures built in the mid-1960s, state officials said.

“Right now, MassDOT is evaluating the condition of the elevated portion of the
 turnpike in this area to identify any and all deficiencies,” Verseckes said.

And, officials said it will reduce congestion allowing traffic to flow through the area
 faster, which will also reduce greenhouse gas emissions from cars and trucks that often
 inch along as they try to travel there during rush hour.

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation said its Highway Division will
 coordinate the project “with federal, state and city representatives and conduct public
 outreach with business, educational and other area institutions in the area.”

“In the next several months, MassDOT will be working with stakeholders and abutting
 landowners to refine the designs, identify any potential environmental impacts, and
 move forward with a plan that reduces congestion in this area by simplifying the
 roadway's profile,” said Verseckes.

“The nearly 50-year-old Turnpike viaduct in Allston carries more than 100,000
 vehicles daily and no longer meets today’s needs,” said a statement from the
 department’s Highway Administrator Frank DePaola. “This project will allow us to
 straighten the roadway, replace and reduce the length of the viaduct, and to better
 support and maintain the future all electronic tolling format at the interchange.”

Governor Deval Patrick announced the turnpike straightening plan and three other
 projects Tuesday: more details about the previously-announced plan to convert the
 turnpike to all-electronic, open road tolling; a $1.3 billion project to replace and
 increase the capacity of Red and Orange Line trains, and to replace the Clayton Street
 Bridge in Dorchester.

For more details on the other three projects, click here and here.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
--
For the latest updates about your community, follow some of our local neighborhood,
 city and town Twitter accounts, here.
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In the above conceptual design” the light green areas designate a “bridge structure;” the dark green areas designate
 an “elevated roadway;” the yellow indicates an “on-grade roadway;” the brown indicates a “depressed roadway;” and
 the red/orange designates a “proposed local roadway network.”To see a larger version, click here.
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pjonescharles 10/24/13 10:19 AM
Absolute waste of money, even if they do end up getting rid of the tolls.  how about spending the cash
 on fixing up the other roads that are in desparate need of it or maybe expediting the 128 debacle that
 seems like it has been going on for about a decade now and they seem lioke they're bascially
 working on the same sections of road over and over again?
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trueendurance 10/24/13 10:06 AM
 

Don't be fooled... Harvard is the one behind this project.

 

The Beast wants to grow... and nothing can stop it... Nothing, and no one.
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paarsec 10/23/13 03:46 PM
Why can't they push the toll booths even closer to the tracks to make it straighter?
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shadrach1 10/24/13 11:17 AM
As a part of the I-90 straightening and reconstruction of the Cambridge/Allston exit from the
 Massachusetts Turnpike, the state should also consider extending Babcock Street, Alcorn Street,
 and/or Malvern Street over (or under) the commuter rail tracks to connect with Cambridge Street in
 Allston.  This would reconnect Allston with Comm Ave and greatly simplify pedestrian and vehicular
 transportation between the two neighborhoods, while providing new opportunities for mixed use
 development.

 
cden4 10/24/13 09:14 AM
Wow this plan looks excellent. It consolidates the circuitous, messy ramp setup there now, creates
 new ramps that actually intersect with surface streets in a very urban way (no high speed merges),
 and creates a bunch of new streets in increase connectivity. This really cleans up the area around the
 Doubletree Hotel, making it much simpler, as well as where the current wide pavement is on
 Cambridge St with the on-ramps. This will be much easier to navigate for everyone and in particular
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 will be a boon for pedestrian and bicycle safety and access in the area.
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