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'Linsanity' documentary about Jeremy
 Lin's journey from Harvard to NBA hits
 select theaters today; Boston next
 week
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  October 4, 2013 11:38 AM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A documentary debuting in select theaters today follows Jeremy Lin’s meteoric rise to
 fame as he progressed from Harvard University’s basketball team to playing
 professionally for the New York Knicks and most recently the Houston Rockets.

“Linsanity,” directed by Evan Jackson Leon and funded in part through crowd-funding
 website Kickstarter.com, will debut at theaters in select markets today and will come to
 additional markets, including Boston, next Friday, Oct. 11.

The movie screened recently at a number of major film festivals, including the
 Sundance Film Festival, which describes the hour-and-a-half long film on its website:

In February 2012, an entire nation of basketball fans
 unexpectedly went “Linsane.” Stuck in the mire of a
 disappointing season, the New York Knicks did what no other
 NBA team had thought about doing—they gave backup point
 guard Jeremy Lin an opportunity to prove himself. He took full
 advantage, scoring more points in his first five NBA starts than
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 any other player in the modern era, and created a legitimate
 public frenzy in the process. Prior to this now-legendary run,
 Lin had faced adversity in his career at every turn. He wasn’t
 offered a scholarship by any major university, nor was he
 drafted by any NBA team after a standout collegiate career at
 Harvard.

Director Evan Jackson Leong embarked on this documentary
 before Jeremy Lin was a household name, following the future
 star as he struggled to find his place in a league where Asian
 American players are few and far between. More than just a film
 for basketball addicts, Linsanity serves as an insightful study of
 the way we perceive race in America and shows what is possible
 if someone believes in himself.

To read a review in the New York Times, click here.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mjrochele@gmail.com. Looking for more coverage
 of area colleges and universities? Go to our Your Campus pages. 
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