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UMass expects to hit record enrollment
 level this fall; 25 percent overall jump in
 past decade
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  September 18, 2013 04:30 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A record-high 71,988 students are expected to enroll this fall across the University of
 Massachusetts’ five campuses, which has seen enrollment surge by 25 percent over the
 past decade, officials announced Wednesday.

UMass Lowell saw the biggest year-to-year projected enrollment gain, at 3.8 percent,
 followed by UMass Boston at 1.5 percent, UMass Amherst at 1.2 percent and
 Dartmouth at 0.2 percent, according to a report released by university officials.

The projected record enrollment for this fall represents 1,214 more students than last
 fall, an increase of 1.7 percent, according to UMass President Robert L. Caret, who
 released the figures at Wednesday’s trustee board meeting in Amherst.

“We are seeing more accomplished students this year, with average high school grade
 point averages and freshman average SAT scores rising, which we think reflects well on
 the high quality of education that UMass provides,’’ Caret said in a statement.
 “Students know that when they walk through our doors, they will be guaranteed a high
 quality, affordable education that will provide the keys to their success.’’

The UMass trustee board on Wednesday also gave final approval to a plan to spend up
 to $3.8 billion on campus construction and renovation projects over the next five
 years.

Officials project there will be 14,519 more students this fall compared to a decade ago,
 which represents a 25 percent increase from the 57,469 students who were enrolled in
 the fall of 2003, officials said.

Over the past six years alone, the system’s enrollment has grown by 10,954 students.

Enrollment is projected to rise at all five of the campuses this fall compared to last year,
 except at UMass Medical School in Worcester, where enrollment held steady at 1,160
 students.

UMass said it also received 73,058 applications for undergraduate admission this year,
 a 5.4 percent rise compared to last year for the four campuses that admit
 undergraduates; UMass Medical School in Worcester does not.

UMass Lowell saw the highest proportional increase in applications this year, which
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 were up 18.7 percent. At the Amherst campus, applications rose 3.8 percent, while
 Dartmouth and Boston saw gains of 2.6 percent and 1.9 percent, respectively.

“Demand for an education at the University of Massachusetts continues to be strong
 and that challenges us to continue to meet the very high expectations and standards of
 students and their families who are counting on us to deliver value and excellence on
 each of our campuses,’’ the statement from Caret said.

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mjrochele@gmail.com. Looking for more coverage
 of area colleges and universities? Go to our Your Campus pages. 
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CMM55 09/19/13 06:47 AM
Both of my sons attend UMass-one in Boston, one in Dartmouth (for grad school). Great, affordable
 schools.  Both of them enjoy their classes. We are grateful for such good schools close to home. 
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thisisdumb09 09/18/13 08:09 PM
"which we think reflects well on the high quality of education that UMass provides." Or reflects poorly
 on the affordability of other options.
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bugmenot2 09/18/13 05:56 PM
Speaking as someone who is going to UML for grad school after years out of school, enrollment isn't
 quite crushing yet. Here is to hoping they can stay on top of the situation in a way that is accountable
 and responsible, balancing the needs of the taxpayer with the needs of those seeking higher
 education.
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dtapb1 09/19/13 12:09 AM
UMass Dartmouth is in freefall.

 

The chancellor, Divina Grossman, appears to be unable to function in an academic setting and her
 previous history of employment is coming under increasing scrutiny.

 

Robert Caret, UMass president, seems to have blundered repeatedly in ignoring what is a growing
 sense of betrayal among SEMass academic, business and community leaders that Grossman is unfit
 for the job.

 

The UMass Board of Trustees seems to be more interested in protecting its reputation than it is in
 enhancing higher education in the southeastern region of our state.

 

Chancellor Grossman is becoming an embarrassment that Caret refuses to acknowlegde, and the
 trustees refuse to do anything about.

 

It's only going to get worse.
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