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Metro

Dead whale found in Boston Harbor
A rare event, Coast Guard says

By Jaclyn Reiss and Matt Rocheleau  |   GLOBE  CORRESPONDENTS      OCTOBER  07,  2012
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NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM

A dead finback whale was found floating in Boston Harbor early Sunday. The carcass nearly washed up on Long Island.

A dead finback whale more than 50 feet in length was found floating in Boston Harbor early Sunday

morning — a rarity for the area, officials said.

Tony LaCasse, a spokesman for the New England Aquarium, which sent officials to examine the whale, said

how the massive mammal died remained a mystery.

“We don’t know,” he said. “We’ve only been able to look at a small portion of the body so far.”

LaCasse said the animal probably died of natural causes, disease, or a unique medical problem, such as

being struck by a vessel or becoming entangled in netting.

He said a large amount of blood in the water surrounding

the whale and marks on its body may indicate trauma. But

he added that it is unclear whether the possible trauma took

place before or after the animal died.
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