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ROSLINDALE, WEST ROXBURY

18th annual 5K charity road
race Walter's Run set for
Sunday
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  December 7, 2011 02:03 PM

Competitors in the older age divisions of Walter's Run participated in the 2009 race.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Walter’s Run, an 18-year-old 5K charity run, will race through West Roxbury
streets this weekend.

The event will kick off Sunday with a free, non-competitive youth race for ages
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Walter Burgess, 40, died in 2003.

10 and under at 10:40 a.m. The less-than-1K Kid’s Race is overseen by Santa,
and participants receive a ribbon and candy cane from the big-bearded jolly
man in red.

Formerly called Santa Scamper, the charity event
organized by the neighborhood-based Parkway
Running Club was renamed Walter’s Run in
2004 to honor of former running club member
25-time marathoner Walter Burgess who died at
age 40 just weeks after completing his first
Ironman Triathlon the year prior.

“He was an inspiration to many in the club. He
stayed after every race to cheer on even the slowest runner and exemplified
what it meant to be a runner,” race director Keith Shields said in an e-mail.

“Walter's run isn't merely a 'race.' Over the years we have really tried to make
this a family friendly holiday 'event' for West Roxbury, something that even
the walker and most recreational runners would want to circle on their
calendar,” he added.

The event has raised over $35,000 since being renamed, including a record
$7,500 last year from around 300 runners despite inclement weather, to
benefit three charities: The Boston Globe Santa Fund, the Greater Boston
YMCA’s Reach Out Campaign, and the Walter Burgess Scholarship Fund, race
organizers said.

Globe Santa, described by those who knew Burgess as a favorite charity of his,
provides holiday gifts to needy children in the Boston area; the YMCA of
Greater Boston’s Reach Out Campaign gives financial aid to those who could
not otherwise afford the organization’s programs and services; the Walter
Burgess Scholarship sends young runners to a Newport,-R.I. summer running
camp.

The day’s races will start and finish at the West Roxbury YMCA on Bellevue
Street. Amenities include a wheel-measured course, raffle, free running gloves
and a swag bag to the first 250 entrants, a post-race feast provided by local
businesses, trophies for top finishers and medals for the top three runners in
each age group. Balloon making, face painting and temporary holiday tattoos
will also be available for children.

After making their inaugural run in last year’s race, members of Girl’s on the
Run of Suffolk County, a chapter of a national campaign for pre-teen girls
which combines running training with curriculum designed to encourage
positive emotional, social, mental and physical development, will return to
participate in this year’s race.

Registration for the 5K is $20 in advance or $25 on race day. For more

(Courtesy WaltersRun.org)

Local advertising by PaperG

your child at boston.com/campguide.

ADVERTISEMENT

West Roxbury
Headlines

Lowry scores 26 to carry
Rockets  

Dancing around the
bubble  

Haith says he is
cooperating with NCAA
Miami probe 

No. 7 Duke women hold
off No. 5 Miami 74-64

Also From West
Roxbury

FOREIGN SERVICE

West Roxbury native is
president of Catholic Relief
Services

BRAMBLE ON

(5 days ago)

(5 days ago)

(6 days ago)

(2/24)

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2010/11/waltersrun2-27051.html
http://www.parkwayrunningclub.org/
http://www.parkwayrunningclub.org/
http://globesanta.org/
http://www.ymcaboston.org/westroxbury/giving/
http://www.ymcaboston.org/westroxbury/giving/
http://www.waltersrun.org/scholarship.html
http://www.waltersrun.org/scholarship.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/west_roxbury/2010/11/17th_annual_walters_run_charit.html?camp
http://www.girlsontherunboston.org/
http://www.girlsontherunboston.org/
http://www.girlsontherun.org/
http://www.paperg.com/flyerboard/boston.com/2689/0.html
https://www.paperg.com/post.php?bid=2689&pid=584&post
http://www.paperg.com/flyerboard/boston.com/2689/0.html
http://www.paperg.com/jsfb/inc/flyerviewer.new.php?cid=222&bid=2689&rand=1330836038&view=
http://www.paperg.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1264125591/LOGO2/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f5255553836336c514144654676?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1975367362/LOGO3/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f5255553836336c514144654676?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1918747472/LOGO4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f5255553836336c514144654676?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1728987263/LOGO5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f5255553836336c514144654676?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1584963129/LOGO6/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f5255553836336c514144654676?x
http://www.boston.com/campguide

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/?camp=misc:on:wire:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/?camp=misc:on:wire:westroxbury
http://b.globe.com/zmUELE
http://b.globe.com/zmUELE
http://b.globe.com/ACQsCO
http://b.globe.com/ACQsCO
http://b.globe.com/ypALIF
http://b.globe.com/ypALIF
http://b.globe.com/ypALIF
http://b.globe.com/x4WnoV
http://b.globe.com/x4WnoV
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/13/foreign_service?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/13/foreign_service?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/13/foreign_service?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/13/foreign_service?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/13/foreign_service?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/westroxbury/articles/2010/06/09/bramble_on?camp=misc:on:inside:westroxbury


18th annual 5K charity road race Walter's Run set for Sunday - West Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/west_roxbury/2011/12/18th_annual_5k_charity_road_ra.html?camp[3/3/2012 11:44:32 PM]

Home News Events Schools Sports Discussions Marketplace

Contact Us Contact Boston.com Contact The Boston Globe Privacy Policy Your Ad Choices Help Advertise © 2012 NY Times Co.

 Tweet 4

 Previous entry Next entry  

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

information, visit www.WaltersRun.org or contact Race Director Keith Shields
at 617-594-3194 or racedirector@waltersrun.org.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
--
For the latest West Roxbury updates:
Follow @westroxburynews on Twitter, here.
And connect via Facebook by clicking the “Like” button on the top right hand
corner of the West Roxbury homepage, here.
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