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Only a few of the estimated 100 tents at Dewey Square collapsed in Saturday’s storm, organizers said.

The weekend’s early wintry storm caused a few tents at the Occupy Boston protest to collapse, and several

people were transported from the camp at Dewey Square to shelters.

But by and large, occupiers said they were able to keep warm and dry through the brunt of Saturday’s

nor’easter.

Marking the Boston movement’s one-month anniversary yesterday with balloons, cake, music, and dancing,

protesters said they will continue to winterize their makeshift tent city and have no plans to leave as colder

weather sets in.

“It wasn’t that bad,’’ said Barak Lavi, 30, of Boston,

gripping hand warmers tucked inside his pockets.

In the Boston area, the storm brought strong winds and

dropped cold rain, some mixed precipitation, and about 1
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Tents were covered in tarps at the Occupy Boston camp.

inch of slushy, dense snow, most of which had melted by

yesterday afternoon.

“A few tents collapsed, but for the most part we were OK,’’

Lavi said. Winter “is not one of the issues we’re here for,

but it’s a hurdle we have to face.’’

Boston Health Commissioner Barbara Ferrer toured the

camp yesterday afternoon. She said city health officials visit

the camp daily, “making sure everything is going well and

they have the support and services they need.’’

Ferrer said several “homeless people who asked to go’’

because of the storm were transported Saturday night to

shelters in city outreach vans that patrol streets on cold

nights in search of people needing assistance.

But she said that city EMS told her no emergency

transports were made from the site.

“It was a rough night’’ Saturday, she said, standing by the

camp’s medical tent. “We’re worried about hypothermia.

But it’s a well-organized camp. They are obviously very

focused on health and safety issues.’’

Ferrer said city health workers are keeping a close eye on

people staying at the camp who suffer from disabilities or

chronic illness. Protesters who have residences

they can get to safely are being advised to go

home, not to a shelter, if they become cold, she

said.

The Occupy movement has formed camps in

cities nationwide to protest corporate greed,

wealth imbalance, and money’s sway on

politics.

Duncan MacKenna of Hamilton, who is 25 and

unemployed, said he has been trying to move
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into the Occupy Boston camp for the past two

weeks.

An estimated 200 people live inside a closely packed group of around 100 tents on part of the Rose

Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway. Until yesterday when an unoccupied tent collapsed and was removed,

MacKenna said he was told there was not room for his own tent.

But now he is in.

“I’ll be here as long as it takes,’’ he said.

Eric Martin, 25, a member of the protesters’ logistics team, said the group was planning to vote last night

on a proposal to replace four large undamaged but not-well-winterized tents using a few thousand dollars

of donated money. If approved, they would buy tents made to withstand “much worse conditions than we

expect.’’

A workshop was scheduled for last night to train campers how to better brace their shelters, said Martin.

About $1,200 was recently spent to buy winter clothing and tarps, he said. Donated sleeping bags and

blankets have been coming in.

“If we quit now, what have we accomplished?’’ said Dan Kontoff, 51, of Brighton.

Kontoff shouted to another camper, a 22-year-old who declined to give his name, asking whether he, too,

planned to ride out winter’s worst.

“Ah, I don’t know, man,’’ the younger man replied, jokingly. “I might occupy Florida for the winter.’’

Matt Rocheleau can be reached at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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