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Friends, family recall 75-year-old man killed
in Brighton
By Brian R. Ballou
Globe Staff  August 12, 2011

Relatives and friends of a 75-year-old man killed Wednesday at a sprawling
housing development in Brighton remembered him yesterday as a sociable
figure who was handy with cars and who sought to remain active despite a
worsening disability that hampered his mobility.

William Thomas, 75, started to lose the use of
his legs about 10 years ago from a congenital
disease that worsened as he aged, but he
never considered himself disabled, his cousin
Barbara Roberts said in a telephone
interview.

“You would never know unless you actually saw him in that wheelchair,
because he drove and got around just like anyone else,’’ she said.

Roberts said her late father had designed a cane for Thomas to use to press
on the gas and brake pedals of his automobile. Thomas had walked with a
considerable limp, but in recent years relied more on a walker, and then a
wheelchair.

Thomas was fatally shot Wednesday morning inside his apartment at the John
J. Carroll Apartments, a complex reserved for elderly and disabled residents.
Authorities found him sitting in his wheelchair, suffering from a shotgun blast
to his chest.

Yesterday, Randy Moore, a neighbor, was charged with first-degree murder.

“I almost still can’t believe that he’s gone because who would shoot a man in a
wheelchair,’’ Roberts said.

As friends grappled with the loss, details of Thomas’s life emerged.

He moved with his three brothers from Georgia to Boston in 1958, and owned
Williams Auto Body on Woodrow Avenue in Dorchester for many years before
retiring. He also owned a limousine service and was a longtime deacon at the
Grant AME Baptist Church on Washington Street in Boston.

Thomas was married for 18 years, according to his ex-wife, Joyce A. Johnson.

“He was really popular. A lot of people did business with him and he had the
church, too. It seemed like everyone in town knew him,’’ she said in a
telephone interview.
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Their marriage ended in 1990.

Thomas celebrated his 75th birthday July 9 at a large party thrown by friends
at a local hall.

But last week, he found out that his 62-year-old sister had died unexpectedly,
of complications from diabetes. Also last week, Thomas underwent an
operation on his legs because he had developed sores that weren’t healing.

However, Thomas’s medical condition did not keep him from participating in
one of his passions, gambling. He routinely traveled to a convenience store
near his house to buy scratch tickets, and would drive to casinos and
racetracks in the region.

At the Carroll apartments complex, on Ledgemere Road, neighbors recalled a
likable man.

Richard Brown, 88, who lives in an adjacent building at the complex, recalled
“Bill’’ as an “interesting man, fun to get along with.’’

Brown said Thomas had recently bought a new Chrysler 300M and often
found that a space reserved at the complex for handicapped people was used
by others.

“He used to raise hell with them,’’ he said. “There was always someone parked
there that shouldn’t be.’’

Resident MaryBeth Scott said she had known Thomas for 14 years.

“William was a good friend of mine and he would help anyone,’’ she said. “He
had a hard life because he lived in a lot of pain with his disability.’’

Correspondent Matt Rocheleau contributed to this report. Brian R. Ballou
can be reached at bballou@globe.com. 
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