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From her front porch in Dorchester, Donna Meyers let loose a weary sigh
meant for politicians in Washington, like a mother who's frustrated with her
kids. Meyers, 60, doesn’t usually follow politics closely. But during the
i protracted deadlock over raising the ceiling on the government’s massive debt,
she has followed every twist and turn.

) Like I3 You like this. She hasn’t liked what she’s seen.
Page - Insigh

“It's unbelievable they can’t figure this out,”
Meyers said. “The deadline is just a few days

Tweet 1 person Tweeted this

ShareThis away, and it seems like they’re getting further
' apart.”
RELATED With the crisis showing little sign of
A crisis of credit, credibility resolution and the threat of default looming,
From residents, growing frustration welled to a bursting point
feelings of fear and disgust yesterday across the region. Many of dozens

Message from Wall Street clear,

as markets shudder and fall interviewed said they had never been so

State scrambles to stave disillusioned with the political process, and
off a ruinous shortfall most bitterly derided elected leaders for

VIDEO Shoppers discuss the bringing the country to the brink of economic
debt ceiling crisis .
calamity.

http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/?page=full[8/13/2011 8:06:19 PM]


http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/
http://www.boston.com/news/world/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/news/education/
http://www.boston.com/news/health/
http://www.boston.com/news/science/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/green/
http://www.legacy.com/BostonGlobe/DeathNotices.asp
http://www.boston.com/news/specials/
http://www.boston.com/news/traffic/
http://weather.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news
http://www.boston.com/news/politics

http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Peter+Schworm+and+Vivian+Yee&camp=localsearch:on:byline:art
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Farticles%2F2011%2F07%2F30%2Fpeople_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock%2F%3Fpage%3Dfull&extra_2=US
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock&title=People voice frustration, stress with debt-ceiling deadlock
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock&title=People voice frustration, stress with debt-ceiling deadlock
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/house_passes_boehner_bill_senate_promptly_shelves_it/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/anxiety_cools_stock_market_as_investors_plan_for_the_worst/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/anxiety_cools_stock_market_as_investors_plan_for_the_worst/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/massachusetts_scrambles_to_stave_off_a_ruinous_shortfall/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/massachusetts_scrambles_to_stave_off_a_ruinous_shortfall/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/video?bctid=1086665161001
http://www.boston.com/news/local/video?bctid=1086665161001
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=mcenter&Header_Regi_Preferences
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=logout&p1=Header_Regi_LogOut
https://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/offer/go/zip.asp?cd=WW015697&od=28
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/
javascript:void(0)
http://reprints.bostonglobe.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/articles/2011/07/30/people_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2Farticles%2F2011%2F07%2F30%2Fpeople_voice_frustration_stress_with_debt_ceiling_deadlock%2F%3Fpage%3Dfull&extra_2=US
http://syndication.boston.com/news/politics/politicalintelligence/index.xml
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/politics/default/1867269101/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/politics/default/1378008104/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x

http://specificmedia.com/sites/privacy/?cid=168137&bid=1000110&lid=24555

People voice frustration, stress with debt-ceiling deadlock - The Boston Globe

RED SOX aT
MARINERS

TONIGHT 9p ET

 NESH

g Charter

“1 think the lawmakers should be fired,” said Peter Shea, 56, a Braintree e

resident who works in Boston. “They're a disgrace.”
) . . o . Ad Choices

: Shea said he supports substantial spending cuts to rein in the deficit and that INSIDE BOSTON.COM

the wealthy should also pay more in taxes. Like most observers interviewed,
he said the solution seemed self-evident, if only both sides would meet each
i other halfway.

TOP 10 MASS. BEACHES

“This should’ve been resolved a month ago,” he said. “There were more
complex issues in the NFL strike.”

Opinion on who deserved the brunt of the blame for the high-stakes standoff The best beaches in the
i varied by party affiliation, with most people holding the Republican Party, f‘ﬁt‘iefor sand, surf, and

particularly its Tea Party wing, chiefly responsible.

H HOW BOSTON RANKS
i But across the political spectrum, people were alarmed that lawmakers had let

the problem reach this point and that a situation that had been handled
routinely in the past was now causing such turmoil, they said.
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“l have a hard time believing that they could let it reach this level and not take
i appropriate action,” said Sally Ward, 57, of the South End. S
H See how Boston ranks for

: . ) A . . romance, sports and more
i Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner has said the government will reach its

$14.3 trillion borrowing limit Tuesday and will no longer have enough money DRIVERS TO WATCH AT

! to pay all its obligations, including Social Security and other entitlements. NN

That prospect had many older residents on edge, though most believed
i Congress and President Obama would ultimately reach a stopgap deal to keep
i the government running.

“Something will be worked out,” said Roger Cox, a 79-year-old walking 10 drivers to watch at the
through Union Square in Allston. “But I'm extremely disgusted with all IndyCar race in New

i members of the House and Senate. They have a job to do, and they're not Hampshire

i doing it.”

Many castigated politicians for failing to find common ground on an issue so
crucial to the country’s economic well-being and urged them to set aside
i political considerations.

“Nobody wants to compromise,” said Peter Obour-Mensah, 44, of West
i Roxbury. “But there comes a time when you have to compromise for the sake
i of the whole country.”

Try these great outdoor
dining options around town

: PLUS...
i Obour-Mensah said he has followed the developments almost hourly and Blogs | Crossword | Comics

i worries the uncertainty is hurting the economy. :t'otrtoscol‘ées L_Gamest .
H ottery aption contes

With the government’s debt skyrocketing, the two parties have clashed over IToday in history

how to rein in the deficit. Many interviewed yesterday said they supported a
combination of spending cuts and tax hikes and chided tax-averse
Republicans for refusing to cede ground.

i “I think it's a damn shame that 100 [Tea Partiers] are going to affect the fate 1. Why did Japan surrender?

of this country,” said Brian Skinner, a 55-year-old Democrat from Aliston. “All 2. Near salty havens, fresh alternatives

é they care about is starving the beast - the government. 3. A sober lesson that seems to stick

i Yet many also noted that the government had to learn to live within its 4. Shelves and health

means. 5. Most egregiously overbuilt mansions in Massachusetts

© Jason Gell, a 33-year-old real estate broker, said that means both sides have 6. Elizabeth Warren: Don't be coy

to give and take. 7. Arlington trains emergency response crews to help hoarders

“The Republicans have a point that there are way too many entitlement RECOMMENDED SEARCHES

programs,” he said. “The Democrats have a point that we need to raise taxes Comics Sudoku

i and cut the loopholes for upper-class people.” Weather Horoscope
Obituaries Crossword puzzle

But with both parties already jockeying for advantage in next year’s election,

H i . ABOUT THIS LIST *
: many feared politics as usual would prevail. !

“They’re worried about their own political agendas without taking the rest of
the country into consideration,” said Larry Toney, 55, of Boston. “I feel like it’s
i a game that's being played out.”

With the country deep in debt and plagued by an often poisonous political
debate, some said they had lost faith in the country’s future.

“Right now | really think about going back to Europe,” said Tom Danicki, a
37-year-old Polish immigrant who moved to Boston five years ago. “This is
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i not the America | was dreaming about.”

For many, the debt negotiations were as abstract and confusing as they were
i troubling.

Kurtis Kurpeski, 24, of Dorchester, said he tried to keep informed but found it
frustrating to follow all the maneuvering.

i “It changes all the time,” Kurpeski said. “I don't even know what to believe
i anymore.”

Gertrude Filon, 73, of Roslindale, had hoped the House plan would resolve the
crisis but was disappointed when the vote was tabled Thursday night. Enough
i was enough, she said.

“It's only talk, talk, talk,” Filon said, shaking her fist in the air. “We want to
i see action!”

Globe correspondents Sara Brown, Daniel Adams, and Matt Rocheleau
i contributed to this report. Peter Schworm can be reached at @globe.com. =

© Copyright 2011 Globe Newspaper Company.
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