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ALLSTON BRIGHTON

Before Hub's bike share begins,
a blemish at one station
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  July 27, 2011 04:32 PM

A small amount of graffiti on the new Hubway bike share station in Allston's Union Square Tuesday
afternoon -- two days before the program launches.

This story was updated Thurs., July 28 at 4 p.m. to note that the station's
graffiti had been cleaned off by the day of the bike program's launch, and to
add comments from a few other residents who spoke about possible future
vandalism:

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Before Boston's new bicycle share program was able to roll itself out, at least
one of the bike stations was slightly vandalized.
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On Tuesday afternoon, a small amount of graffiti had been tagged on either
side of the advertising space of a bike station in Allston's Union Square. By the
time the program had launched Thursday it had been cleaned off.

Hubway officials said they were not aware of any other stations being
subjected to vandalism. A spokeswoman said anyone who notices vandalism
or other issues with a station can report the problem via a hotline number
listed on a map on each station kiosk.

Fourteen-year-old Alex Nascimento walked by the Hubway stand on the plaza
area in front of the Jackson-Mann School in Allston Tuesday. He had seen the
large, empty-looking device a day or two prior, but wasn't sure what it was.
Perhaps some fancy sort of bike rack he'd thought.

Upon learning that the station was, in fact, empty, and will be stocked with
brand new, rent-able bikes on Thursday, he said it sounded like a great idea.

"Much more convenient than owning a bike," Nascimento, a former bicycle
owner, said

But, the graffiti, "It's just dumb," he said, pointing out that the black lettering
was mostly illegible. "I seriously don't see the point of it. What's the point of
ruining it. What do you get out of it."

Late morning Thursday, as the bike share program was kicking off with
ceremonies at City Hall, 20-year-old neighborhood resident Pat Farrell sat on
a cement wall outside the Allston school.

Asked what his general thoughts were on the new bike share station several
yards in front of him, he said, "we'll see how long they last on the weekends,"
and then made a kicking motion.

He said he expects the kiosks and bikes will become targets of destruction for
mischievous patrons as they spill out of area bars.

Farrell added that he recently sold his bike to his friend seated next to him,
21-year-old Zach Crockett.

Crockett said he doesn't expect to use the new bike share system himself
unless something goes wrong with the bike he just bought. But, the now-bike-
less Farrell said he expects he may.

"If I ever myself in a jam and need to get somewhere," he said.

Anthony Kenny, 54, sat beside the two 20-somethings and said he's had three
different motor scooters stolen off sidewalks in the Boston area in recent
years. He wondered whether the new Hubway stations, which a bike will
automatically lock themselves into as a rider parks it, might be targeted by
thieves.

"If they can't steal them," he said, "they'll just wreck them."

To read more about the bike share program that launched in Boston Thursday
-- two days after originally planned due to a scheduling conflict -- click here
and here.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com
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A Hubway station in Allston's Union Square that had a small amount of graffiti earlier this week on either
side of a panel used for advertisements and maps had been cleaned off by the bike share program's
launch on Thursday.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments ( ) »   Comment on this story »

 

(Matt Rocheleau for Boston.com)

As Hub bike sharing hits the
road: cheers, applause (Your Town)

Complaint reveals gruesome
details of fan beating (Your Town)

Bikes will be here, there, but not
yet everywhere  (Lifestyle)

Boston launches bike-sharing
program (Boston.com)

Lantigua recall drive falls far
short (Local News)

[Sponsored links]

50% unemployment, 90% stock
market drop, 100% inflation. See
the Evidence  (Newsmax.com)

You Made That Detergent Bottle
Into a What? (Green Goes Simple)

Frugal Retirement: Real-life
solutions to limited income.
(CareOne)

Marrying for richer rather than
poorer (Bankrate.com)

Know the Rules for Finished
Basements (BobVila.com)

Allston Brighton On Twitter

Follow other Boston.com Tweets What is Twitter?

RT @RoxysGrilledChz: We've got two private events going
on today so no services, but catch us at SoWa tomorrow 10-
4 and THE GREAT FOOD.. ... about 4 hours ago

RT @universalhub: RT @tdearlove smoke = car fire
@dvbowk Car fire on 90 westbound in Brighton
http://yfrog.com/gyo7qfwj 2 days ago

RT @JaclynReiss: Brighton neighbors remember victim of
fatal shooting - http://t.co/sD2xnuh via @abupdate 2 days
ago

Brighton neighbors remember victim of fatal shooting
| 

| | | | | | 

| | | | | | | 

25Share

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=allston_brighton ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:6fa0d010-96ad-49e8-9883-9dd451019e76
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/
http://specificmedia.com/sites/privacy/?cid=168137&bid=1000110&lid=24555
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2011%2F07%2Fbefore_hubs_bike_share_begins.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fallston_brighton%2F2011%2F07%2Fbefore_hubs_bike_share_begins.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beacon_hill/2011/07/bike-sharing_stations_schedule.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/brookline/2011/07/board_asking_residents_to_voic.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2011/07/hubwaylaunch5-46939.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html?comments=all#addComm
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html&t=Before Hub's bike share begins, a blemish at one station
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/529215120/SPONSOR1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/612199829/SPONSOR2/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/104444391/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1319872224/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1049782195/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/163867021/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/some_of_hubs_first_bike_share.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/some_of_hubs_first_bike_share.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/norwood/articles/2011/07/23/2_charged_in_la_in_brutal_beating_of_baseball_fan/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/norwood/articles/2011/07/23/2_charged_in_la_in_brutal_beating_of_baseball_fan/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/green/articles/2011/07/20/bike_sharing_to_start_in_select_boston_spots/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/green/articles/2011/07/20/bike_sharing_to_start_in_select_boston_spots/
http://www.boston.com/Boston/metrodesk/2011/07/boston-launches-bike-sharing-program/9I5VzoWNs1MznqxUHEMwcN/index.html
http://www.boston.com/Boston/metrodesk/2011/07/boston-launches-bike-sharing-program/9I5VzoWNs1MznqxUHEMwcN/index.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/08/13/mayor_william_lantigua_exults_as_lawrence_recall_effort_falls_far_short/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/08/13/mayor_william_lantigua_exults_as_lawrence_recall_effort_falls_far_short/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/Aftershock-book-predicts-economic/2011/07/25/id/404782
http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/Aftershock-book-predicts-economic/2011/07/25/id/404782
http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/Aftershock-book-predicts-economic/2011/07/25/id/404782
http://www.greengoessimple.com/momsgoinggreenblog/blog/eco_craft_detergent_bottle/index.html
http://www.greengoessimple.com/momsgoinggreenblog/blog/eco_craft_detergent_bottle/index.html
http://community.careonecredit.com/b/my_journey_out_of_debt/archive/2011/08/08/frugal-retirement-let-s-talk-about-limited-income.aspx
http://community.careonecredit.com/b/my_journey_out_of_debt/archive/2011/08/08/frugal-retirement-let-s-talk-about-limited-income.aspx
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/personal-finance/marrying-for-richer-rather-than-poorer-1.aspx
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/personal-finance/marrying-for-richer-rather-than-poorer-1.aspx
http://www.bobvila.com/articles/333-know-the-rules-for-finished-basements/pages/1
http://www.bobvila.com/articles/333-know-the-rules-for-finished-basements/pages/1
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter
http://www.twitter.com/RoxysGrilledChz
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate/statuses/102389098844663800
http://www.twitter.com/universalhub
http://www.twitter.com/tdearlove
http://www.twitter.com/dvbowk
http://yfrog.com/gyo7qfwj
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate/statuses/101772482540879870
http://www.twitter.com/JaclynReiss
http://t.co/sD2xnuh
http://www.twitter.com/abupdate
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate/statuses/101771717424332800
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate/statuses/101771717424332800


Before Hub's bike share begins, a blemish at one station - Allston Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/07/before_hubs_bike_share_begins.html?camp[8/13/2011 8:01:50 PM]

      
Close

Recommended For You Your Town - Boston.com
Powered by Sailthru

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1539514192/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1844257626/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/363525887/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1117066243/MISC1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/1542956149/MISC2/boston/test_boston031611_ros_RDBCOOKIE/test_boston021711_bchm_COOKIE.html/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/1937208641/MISC3/boston/test_boston0111_regi_MALE25_34/1x1.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1296593029/MISC5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/needham/2011/02/roof_collapse_causes_expensive.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/needham/2011/02/roof_collapse_causes_expensive.html
http://www.sailthru.com/concierge


	boston.com
	Before Hub's bike share begins, a blemish at one station - Allston Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com


	hhcmVfYmVnaW5zLmh0bWw/Y2FtcAA=: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 
	input2: 




