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JAMAICA PLAIN

JP neighborhood group forms
team to negotiate with Whole
Foods
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  July 27, 2011 11:26 AM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

The Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council will establish a five-member
committee to spearhead the group’s attempt to negotiate a community-
benefits agreement with Whole Foods, which expects to open a Hyde Square
store this fall.

The council also announced Tuesday night that it has scheduled a meeting
with officials from the supermarket company for early September. Whole
Foods officials were not immediately available today to comment.

At a special council meeting two weeks ago, members voted to meet with
fellow community groups and area elected officials to discuss and hear
feedback on an ad-hoc committee's recently-completed, 69-page report
concerning Whole Foods' arrival to the neighborhood.

The council reported back at Tuesday evening’s meeting.

According to council members, some groups had specific concerns or
conditions they would want to see addressed before agreeing wholeheartedly
to collaborate with the council on a community-benefits agreement.

The groups that were largely supportive of the idea of such an agreement were
the Whose Foods group, Jobs with Justice, and the Hyde Square Task Force.
Five other community groups have taken no official stance.

While there were some encouraging comments from elected officials the
council reached out to, the group said there was no definitive support for an
agreement.

District 6 City Councilor Matt O’Malley said a in statement that the council’s
report had “unreasonable" requests some of which were “unenforceable” and
that demanding a community-benefits agreement could set a “precarious
precedent.” O'Malley, who primarily oversees JP and West Roxbury, said
Whole Foods has been a good community partner so far and believes the
company will continue, if not improve on, its generosity moving forward.

“This debate has been going on for far too long,” he added. "Let’s work with
Whole Foods to build a stronger neighborhood."
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Representative Jeffrey Sanchez thanked the council for its service and urged
the group to continue its dialogue with Whole Foods and the community.

At-large City Councilor Felix Arroyo told the council he was pleased that some
of the themes from a community letter he wrote previously on the issue had
been incorporated into the ad hoc report.

State Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, who also issued a letter to the community in
late April that listed strong demands of Whole Foods, said she does not want
to speak to the council on the issue, the group reported back.

At-large City Councilor Ayanna Pressley, whose mother passed away earlier
this month, is scheduled to meet with council members at a later time.

The JP for All group took no official stance on a community-benefits
agreement, but said it welcomes Whole Foods; the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Development Council hopes to provide its thoughts on the
issue soon; the Hyde / Jackson Square Main Streets said it has not decided
whether it wants to align with the council, or meet with Whole Foods on its
own; a majority of Stonybrook Neighborhood Association members seemed
opposed to the idea; the Jamaica Hills Association had no official stance, but
plans to put the topic on an upcoming agenda.

Eleven council members voted for the motion to form a committee to lead
negotiating efforts; two voted against the motion.

Several council members dismissed the notion of a benefits agreement
potentially being unenforceable, because other such pacts have been
negotiated and enforced between communities, including Jamaica Plain, and
private companies.

If Whole Foods were to sign on to an agreement, the company would be held
accountable by its own best interests of not wanting to break its promises to
the community, council members said.

Council members also wondered whether elected officials may be being
influenced by how other elected officials are responding to Whole Foods’ plans
for a Jamaica Plain store.

Members, including Orion Kriegman and Pamela Bender, each said they were
“very impressed” by both the ad-hoc committee’s work and the general
process by which the council has moved on the issue. Member Red Burrows
said he hopes a CBA might be something the neighborhood can finally unite
over, instead of continuing to fight about the issue of Whole Foods’ arrival that
began dividing residents when the grocer’s plans became public a half year
ago.

Earlier this spring, the council passed by a one-vote margin a measure to voice
publicly that “Based on what we know now, we are concerned that Whole
Foods is not a good fit for Hyde Square.”

Member David Baron, who also served on the now-dissolved 15-member ad-
hoc group, said he feels the stance the neighborhood council took in March is
hurting the credibility of the council’s report, which he called, “actually pretty
neutral.”

While expressing sympathy because of the documents length as well as the
report’s extensive list of recommendations, he said he feels there’s an “optics
problem” about how the report is being perceived, that some have dismissed
the report and jumped to conclusions about the report’s contents without
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reading through it.

Five members of the 20-member neighborhood council volunteered to form
the negotiating team: Area C member Karley Ausiello, At-large members Pam
Bender and Francesca Fordiani, chair and Area C member Andrea Howley,
and Area B member Jesse White.

Another reminder from the council meeting, the group will hold its biennial
membership election on Sept. 24. Candidates application packets are due back
Aug. 5 at 5 p.m. For more information visit www.jpnc.org.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM

MORE FROM THE WEB

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments ( ) »   Comment on this story »

 

You might like:

Seeing red over Green Line delay (Your Town)

Verizon union members say strike worth hardship (Business)

Precious little insight on defense (Your Town)

Near salty havens, fresh alternatives (Local News)

A sober lesson that seems to stick (Local News)

Selected for you by our sponsor:

[Sponsored links]

4 Liberal Myths that Distort the Deficit Debate (The Fiscal Times)

The 7 Girls Who Looked the Cutest For the Nerds at Comic-Con
(StyleCaster)

Do you support Obama’s re-election? (Newsmax.com)

Rick Perry and the Myth of the ‘Texas Miracle’ (The Fiscal Times)

Facebook to Close U.S. Prison Inmate Accounts (FoxNews.com)

Follow other Boston.com Tweets What is Twitter?

On tap at the Sam Adams brewery: a marriage proposal -
http://t.co/VOHzOZq  1 day ago

On tap at the Samuel Adams brewery: a marriage proposal
http://t.co/A8KFQ4u 1 day ago

Historic New England puts period photos on the map
http://bo.st/pKF8d3 2 days ago

Promoter testifies bodybuilding ex-firefighter appeared fit
http://bo.st/ns1PoL 2 days ago

Hi-Lo Foods closes, Whole Foods moving in @WholeFoods
   | 

| | | | | | 

| | | | | | | 

4Share

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/642495777/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/668672576/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/672365307/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/939381249/MISC1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/32286276/MISC2/boston/test_boston031611_ros_RDBCOOKIE/test_boston021711_bchm_COOKIE.html/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/1237679006/MISC3/boston/test_boston0111_regi_MALE25_34/1x1.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/473590094/MISC5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=jamaicaplain ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:af899e3a-f547-4178-971f-3555ae319eeb
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/

http://specificmedia.com/sites/privacy/?cid=168137&bid=1000110&lid=24555
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fjamaica_plain%2F2011%2F07%2Fjp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fjamaica_plain%2F2011%2F07%2Fjp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/hingham/2011/07/fios_installation_to_be_put_on.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/norwood/2011/07/police_seeking_help_in_finding.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.jpnc.org/
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html?comments=all#addComm
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html&t=JP neighborhood group forms team to negotiate with Whole Foods
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1355499122/SPONSOR1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/555554104/SPONSOR2/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/118780619/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/857808559/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/761334994/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/606655318/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/somerville/2011/08/seeing_red_over_green_line_del.html
http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2011/08/10/verizon_union_members_say_strike_worth_hardship/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/weston/articles/2011/08/12/precious_little_insight_on_defense/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/08/13/near_salty_havens_a_fresh_alternative_in_cape_cods_lakes_and_ponds/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/08/13/online_course_helps_curb_colleges_alcohol_related_issues/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2011/08/10/4-Liberal-Myths-that-Distort-the-Deficit-Debate.aspx%23page1
http://www.stylecaster.com/fashion/14358/7-girls-who-looked-cutest-nerds-comic-con
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obama-Newsmax-poll-vote/2011/06/03/id/398796
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2011/08/12/Rick-Perry-and-the-Myth-of-the-Texas-Miracle.aspx
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/08/10/facebook-to-close-us-prison-inmate-accounts/
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter
http://t.co/VOHzOZq
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/102106008473702400
http://t.co/A8KFQ4u
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/102094511500570620
http://bo.st/pKF8d3
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/101731367594889210
http://bo.st/ns1PoL
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/101691521560100860
http://www.twitter.com/WholeFoods


JP neighborhood group forms team to negotiate with Whole Foods - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/jp_neighborhood_group_forms_te.html?camp[8/13/2011 7:59:11 PM]

Recommended For You Your Town - Boston.com
Powered by Sailthru

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/wellesley/2010/11/swastika_graffiti_discovered_a.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/wellesley/2010/11/swastika_graffiti_discovered_a.html
http://www.sailthru.com/concierge

	boston.com
	JP neighborhood group forms team to negotiate with Whole Foods - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com


	91cF9mb3Jtc190ZS5odG1sP2NhbXAA: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 
	input2: 




