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Teens' mural remembers four
lost friends and cries out for
peace
Posted by Matt Rocheleau  July 13, 2011 01:52 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Driven by the tragic murders of four fellow teens they knew well, a team of
Boston youth committed themselves to an emotional, personal project.

The large painted mural is both a memorial to their four peers and a plea for
an end to violence.

It is “time to take back our streets,” the art piece declares.

The work was completed through a youth leadership program last August. But
– in the wake of a rash of some-fatal stabbings and shootings across the city
so far this summer – the mural’s message remains as timely and crucial as it
was a year ago, program officials said.

“All of them were impacted by the death of those four youth in one way or
another,” said Patricia Kiessling, a director at Family Service of Greater
Boston, referring to the 14 teens from the organization’s YouthAim! program
who collaborated with a local graffiti artist to design the mural.

“Boston’s a small world when it comes to youth,” she continued. “There’s a lot
of interaction between the school system, riding the T together and at city
parks.”

 MORE TOWNS  MORE BOSTON NEIGHBORHOODS|
Preferences | Log out

Jamaica
Plain

(Courtesy: Family Service of Greater Boston)

Connect to Your Town Jamaica Plain on
Facebook

Like You like Your Town
Jamaica Plain. · Admin

  i h   

Click here to follow Your Town Jamaica Plain on
Twitter.

Connect to Jamaica Plain

Follow @JPUpdate on Twitter

ADVERTISEMENT

JAMAICA PLAIN REAL ESTATE

142
Homes 
for sale

40
Rentals
available

27
Open houses

this week

1
New listings
this week

SPECIAL ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

CAMP GUIDE »
A camp for every kid!
Adventure, sports, theater, music, arts or
technology—find the perfect camp for
your child at boston.com/campguide.

ADVERTISEMENT

13Share

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=jamaicaplain ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:af899e3a-f547-4178-971f-3555ae319eeb
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fjamaica_plain%2F2011%2F07%2Fteens_mural_remembers_four_los.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fjamaica_plain%2F2011%2F07%2Fteens_mural_remembers_four_los.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html?comments=all#comments
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/dorchester/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/mattapan/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2011/07/YouthAim! Mural-45800.html
http://articles.boston.com/2011-07-06/news/29744115_1_police-ramp-shootings-and-stabbings-violence
http://www.fsgb.org/
http://www.fsgb.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html&t=Teens' mural remembers four lost friends and cries out for peace
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/index.html?ytmap=boston
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=mcenter&Header_Regi_Preferences
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=logout&p1=Header_Regi_LogOut
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/

http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=JPUpdate&related=BostonUpdate
http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=JPUpdate&related=BostonUpdate
http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=JPUpdate&related=BostonUpdate
http://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=JPUpdate&related=BostonUpdate
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/Jamaica-Plain-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1129569620/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/797362828/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b3461467a384144653772?x



Teens' mural remembers four lost friends and cries out for peace - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/07/teens_mural_remembers_four_los.html?camp[8/13/2011 7:41:47 PM]

2
in Share 0

 Previous entry Next entry  

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

E -

mail

The four murdered teens, who program officials declined to name out of
privacy for their families, were among 142 homicides that had occurred in
Boston over a 31-month span, between the start of 2008 up until when the
mural was completed.

The fourth friend who was killed around this time last year was a former
member of the program. Around one month after his death, the grieving teens
began to work on the mural.

The hope is that their artistic expression will inspire their community to be
“more peaceful and show each other love,” said Kiessling.

“They’ve been concerned for a while about violence in the city of Boston and
its effect on youth,” she said, adding that the concern has become all-too-real
for many of the program’s members.

“A lot of youth I talk to say they don’t feel safe in their own neighborhoods,”
Kiessling said. “Their feeling of being safe in their community has been robbed
from them. I think it was very traumatic for all of them to lose someone they
were close to, and I think working on this helped in the grieving process.”

The painting took the youth around five weeks to complete. Nine teens who
were regular members of YouthAim! and five others who were drawn to help
with the project used old photos of their four departed peers to draw their
faces into the artwork.

The canvas now hangs in the third-floor of the headquarters of YouthAim!’s
176-year-old parent organization on Heath Street in Jamaica Plain. The work
is moveable and occasionally displayed at local events.

The youth leadership development program runs year-round with expanded
programming during the non-school-time summer months.

The program allows participants, from age 15 to 19, to identify social justice
topics they are concerned about, and within the context of their community,
explore ideas, research, strategize, develop and then implement projects.

“The contradictory and highly complex messages youth face with daily
through media and daily life in Boston are portrayed in their projects,”
program leaders said. “Each and every art activity or project has the theme of
violence prevention.”

This summer, the group is planning to host a basketball camp at the Bromley-
Heath housing development courts – an area with a reputation for violence –
in collaboration with a summer camp program there.

YouthAim! is also planning to host a summertime gathering to celebrate the
community and install an art gallery related to violence prevention and social
change.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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