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Mukiya Adams hugged her daughter Stephanie, 19, after the graduation at the Engineering School.
(Essdras M Suarez/Globe Staff)
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At public high schools across Boston, students and faculty are bidding farewell
to the class of 2011 at bittersweet commencements and social gatherings big

and small.
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This year’s Engineering School graduates wonder how they will maintain
sentimental ties to a place that no longer exists. And students who will be
attending new schools next year worry about maintaining friendships forged at
the six-year-old high school, one of three in the former Hyde Park High
School building.
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Tamieka Banks-Tillman, a junior who watched friends collect the school’s final
diplomas last week, said her classmates will face more hectic circumstances
one year from now: They will all be going back and forth to each others’
graduations.

“Most of us have been together since our freshman year,” Banks-Tillman said.
“We had our ups and downs with each other. We have different cliques and
groups, but at the end of the day, we all come together as one. . . . We're all
one big family.”

Graduates, students, faculty, and staff at the school described what they will
cherish most — and it has little to do with the building that will soon be
locked and empty.

“Definitely the people, definitely the people,” said Fausto Concepcion, 17, one
of 35 students of the school’s departing senior class. The school has a student
body of 330.

The Social Justice Academy, on the floor above, will also close. The third
school in the complex, the Community Academy of Science and Health, will
relocate to Dorchester.

The largest of the building’s two gymnasiums, shared by all three schools,
holds countless memories. It was where boys’ sports teams would playfully
battle girls’ teams for the coveted practice arena.

Athlete or not, it was the spot to meet during free periods and after classes
dismissed for the day, students said.

More than anything, the facility will be missed as a space where the school
communities united to cheer on the athletic teams they shared.

“The best place for every student was really the gym,” said graduating senior
Alonzo Paul.

Decked out in black and yellow caps and gowns for last week’s
commencement, the graduates were showered with hugs, kisses, balloons,
flowers, and bellowing cheers inside the building’s hot, stuffy auditorium as
evening thunder boomed outside.

Chanel Smitherman graduated last year and returned to watch some of her
younger friends celebrate the milestone. After studying her first year of college
out of state, she is transferring to Wentworth Institute of Technology in the
fall. She says she is devastated to learn that her high school alma mater will
cease to exist and that teachers she recalls fondly are scattered.

“It’s going to be really hard without them, not having them around in one
place to come back to,” the 19-year-old said, after she embraced and
reconnected with several of them at the graduation.

“They're not just like teachers to us,” Paul said. “They’re like aunts and uncles.
That’s how | see them.”

Valedictorian Anne Saint Pierre also echoed the theme of school as family, as
did physics teacher Erica Wilson.

“It's going to be very difficult to find another community of adults and
students like this,” Wilson said.

City school officials say they have launched “all-hands-on-deck” initiatives to
support displaced students and customize how they cope with the closings and
mergers, said Denise Snyder, head of the school district’s enroliment and
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Community Academy of Science and Health students, for example, will have a
welcome tour of their new school building in late August.
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“There’s certainly no cookie-cutter approach to this,” she said.

Rachelle Pierre, a junior at the Social Justice Academy, has been accepted to
another city high school for her senior year, but is waiting to hear back from
her top choice.

Rising sophomore Raymond Tejeda, who attends Social Justice Academy, is
excited to enroll in New Mission High School in Roxbury next year, but
acknowledges that he would have preferred to stay where he was.

Next fall, he said, “It's going to feel like I'm a freshman again.” RECOMMENDED SEARCHES

. Comics « Sudoku
Matt Rocheleau can be reach at mjrochele@gmail.com. = + Weather + Horoscope
- Obituaries « Crossword puzzle

© Copyright 2011 Globe Newspaper Company.
ABOUT THIS LIST®

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM

Wife of British diplomat plunges
to death in NYC (National news)

Man killed in Route 128 crash
(MetroDesk)

MORE FROM THE WEB

10 (More) Reasons You're Not
Rich (TheStreet.com)

New List of Top Graduate
Schools in the U.S. Released

. . (USNewsUniversityDirectory.com)
Town manager hires two without

posting positions (Your Town) Advice from oldest man: Accept
your inevitable death, and skip a

Best-selling author to headline meal (NASDAQ)

Milton Academy commencement
(Your Town) 4 Restaurants Where You'll

Never, Ever, Get a Table (The Daily

Attleboro 8th-grader faces rape Meal)

charge (Local News)
U.S. teachers headed back to

school this summer (ExxonMobil's
Perspectives)

Collateral damage (Local News)

The Average Teacher's Salary in
Alaska (eHow)

[Sponsored links]

READER COMMENTS »

View reader comments (21) » Comment on this story »

Ads by Google what's this?

Recruit staff in Iran
P77 27977 2 PP 27 297727 227727 2 2222777 22772 22777

www.lranTalent.com

Home | News | Events | Schools | Sports | Discussions | Marketplace

Contact Us | Contact Boston.com | Contact the Boston Globe | Privacy Policy | Your Ad Choices | Help | Advertise | © 2011 NY Times Co.

http://www.boston.com/...ark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?camp=Ilocalsearch:on:twit:HLboston/hydepark&dIvrit=183088[6/19/2011 4:41:16 PM]


http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=hydepark ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:48978a8f-5f9a-4280-8aae-5288fb40c68d
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/about/contact/default.asp
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/offer/go/zip.asp?cd=WW049774&od=372
http://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/offer/go/zip.asp?cd=WW049774&od=372
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/hydepark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?comments=all#addComm
http://www.boston.com/help/linksqa_text/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BJ1k1vln-TafyCdqB6QbnrrnUCdvc09kBrcj_zwbzktfyCAAQARgBINuVoAM4AFDgo42v______8BYMm-7YiEpOwPoAGcrbz_A7IBDnd3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tyAEB2gG9AWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbS95b3VydG93bi9ib3N0b24vaHlkZXBhcmsvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAxMS8wNi8xNy9hdF9oeWRlX3BhcmtfaGlnaF9zY2hvb2xzX3NldF90b19jbG9zZV9ncmFkdWF0aW9uX2lzX2JpdHRlcnN3ZWV0Lz9jYW1wPWxvY2Fsc2VhcmNoOm9uOnR3aXQ6SExib3N0b24vaHlkZXBhcmsmZGx2cml0PTE4MzA4OJgC3AbAAgGoAwHoA_MC6AP0AugDtCnoA7wF9QMABABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzujw03ZtSL-Be9LJ9yWBGBVBRsbA&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.irantalent.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BJ1k1vln-TafyCdqB6QbnrrnUCdvc09kBrcj_zwbzktfyCAAQARgBINuVoAM4AFDgo42v______8BYMm-7YiEpOwPoAGcrbz_A7IBDnd3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tyAEB2gG9AWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbS95b3VydG93bi9ib3N0b24vaHlkZXBhcmsvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAxMS8wNi8xNy9hdF9oeWRlX3BhcmtfaGlnaF9zY2hvb2xzX3NldF90b19jbG9zZV9ncmFkdWF0aW9uX2lzX2JpdHRlcnN3ZWV0Lz9jYW1wPWxvY2Fsc2VhcmNoOm9uOnR3aXQ6SExib3N0b24vaHlkZXBhcmsmZGx2cml0PTE4MzA4OJgC3AbAAgGoAwHoA_MC6AP0AugDtCnoA7wF9QMABABE9QMgAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzujw03ZtSL-Be9LJ9yWBGBVBRsbA&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.irantalent.com
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/05/22/wife_of_british_diplomat_plunges_to_death_in_nyc/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/05/22/wife_of_british_diplomat_plunges_to_death_in_nyc/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2011/06/man_killed_in_r_2.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/norwood/2011/06/town_manager_hires_two_without.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/norwood/2011/06/town_manager_hires_two_without.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/milton/2011/06/milton_academy_to_confer_diplo.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/milton/2011/06/milton_academy_to_confer_diplo.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/06/15/attleboro_8th_grader_faces_rape_charge/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/06/15/attleboro_8th_grader_faces_rape_charge/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/06/15/an_innocent_priest_dies_of_a_broken_heart/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.thestreet.com/story/10441134/1/10-more-reasons-youre-not-rich.html
http://www.thestreet.com/story/10441134/1/10-more-reasons-youre-not-rich.html
http://www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com/articles/publication-releases-list-of-top-schools-in-the-us_11350.aspx
http://www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com/articles/publication-releases-list-of-top-schools-in-the-us_11350.aspx
http://community.nasdaq.com/News/2011-06/advice-from-oldest-man-accept-your-inevitable-death-and-skip-a-meal.aspx
http://community.nasdaq.com/News/2011-06/advice-from-oldest-man-accept-your-inevitable-death-and-skip-a-meal.aspx
http://community.nasdaq.com/News/2011-06/advice-from-oldest-man-accept-your-inevitable-death-and-skip-a-meal.aspx
http://www.thedailymeal.com/four-restaurants-where-youll-never-ever-get-table/comment/r
http://www.thedailymeal.com/four-restaurants-where-youll-never-ever-get-table/comment/r
http://www.exxonmobilperspectives.com/2011/03/28/u-s-teachers-headed-back-to-school-this-summer/
http://www.exxonmobilperspectives.com/2011/03/28/u-s-teachers-headed-back-to-school-this-summer/
http://www.ehow.com/about_7482506_average-teachers-salary-alaska.html
http://www.ehow.com/about_7482506_average-teachers-salary-alaska.html
http://twitter.com/HydeParkInfo
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular?time=hour&p1=MEWell_See_Full_List
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2011/06/19/dont_know_much_about_history/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed1
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/extras/extra_bases/2011/06/bruins_honored.html?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed2
http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2011/06/19/companies_give_mothers_flexibility/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed3
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/06/19/paroled_lifers_pose_high_risk_of_new_crimes/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed4
http://www.boston.com/ae/theater_arts/articles/2011/06/19/harvards_1920_anti_gay_tribunal_is_put_on_trial_off_broadway_in_unnatural_acts/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed5
http://www.boston.com/sports/hockey/bruins/articles/2011/06/19/bruins_faithful_bask_in_aura_of_champions/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed6
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/obituaries/articles/2011/06/19/susan_spooner_volunteer_defied_expectations_at_66/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed7
http://www.boston.com/help/search/hottest_help/
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Comics&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_1
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Weather&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_2
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Obituaries&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_3
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Sudoku&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_4
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Horoscope&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_5
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Crossword+puzzle&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_6
http://bo.st/kT7S87
http://twitter.com/HydeParkInfo/statuses/82530850239029250
http://bo.st/jToNNn
http://twitter.com/HydeParkInfo/statuses/81796774842474500
http://bo.st/mmyQDT
http://twitter.com/HydeParkInfo/statuses/81505153034887170
http://bo.st/lZHVT5
http://twitter.com/HydeParkInfo/statuses/81434375585144830

At Hyde Park high schools set to close, graduation is bittersweet - The Boston Globe

http://www.boston.com/...ark/articles/2011/06/17/at_hyde_park_high_schools_set_to_close_graduation_is_bittersweet/?camp=Ilocalsearch:on:twit:HLboston/hydepark&dIvrit=183088[6/19/2011 4:41:16 PM]


http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1832820086/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/19912220/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/334962707/MISC1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/852179561/MISC2/boston/test_boston031611_ros_RDBCOOKIE/test_boston021711_bchm_COOKIE.html/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/2028561255/MISC3/boston/test_boston0111_regi_MALE_21_24/1x1.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x


	boston.com
	At Hyde Park high schools set to close, graduation is bittersweet - The Boston Globe


	RlcGFyayZkbHZyaXQ9MTgzMDg4AA==: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 
	input2: 




