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JAMAICA PLAIN

Senator asks Whole Foods to
accept her proposals or don't
open in JP
Posted by Matt Rocheleau April  30, 2011 05:41 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A State Senator is asking Whole Foods to break its lease agreement or sublet
its Jamaica Plain property before the grocer opens a planned new store there
if the company does not agree to two requests she has.

Sen. Sonia Chang-Díaz said the national supermarket company should
establish a fund to preserve the affordability of property around the store and
she demanded that the grocer commit to hiring local residents for a “specific
percentage” of positions at the supermarket.

“If making commitments of this size is beyond Whole Foods’ reach, the
simplest way to protect the neighborhood would be for Whole Foods to break
their lease on the Hyde Square space, or sublet it to another grocer
specializing in Latino foods,” Chang-Díaz wrote in a letter Thursday to the
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Council.

The company signed a 20-year lease for the space at 415 Centre Street with
Newton-based property owner Knapp Foods, Inc. in mid-January and has
since begun renovating the building. No opening date has been set for the
store. Knapp Foods had owned and operated Latino-specialty supermarket Hi-
Lo Foods there for 47 years before that store’s closure and Whole Foods’ lease
signing were abruptly announced.

In early March, the neighborhood council passed, by a one-vote margin, a
measure to publicly oppose the store’s intentions to open a chain in Hyde
Square. While taking that stance, the council concurrently formed an ad-hoc
committee to gather additional information, questions and concerns about,
and possible alternative uses for the property.

The Senator’s letter was her first public comment about the grocery chain’s
plans for JP that have sparked intense and ongoing debate, in the
neighborhood and beyond, including the formation of grassroots groups both
for and against the grocer's arrival. The message from the legislator, who both
represents and resides in Jamaica Plain, was addressed specifically to the ad-
hoc group comprised of five JPNC members and 10 additional community
members.

“As many residents expressed, there are several positives to bringing a retailer
such as Whole Foods to JP,” wrote Chang-Díaz, before later adding,
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“Unfortunately, there are also serious negative impacts that Whole Foods’
entry into the neighborhood is likely to bring. I believe, with a heavy heart,
that these disadvantages outweigh the advantages.”

“Even if Whole Foods behaves as the best corporate citizen, the best neighbor
possible by all of our usual standards, its presence will still light a fire under
the gentrification process that will displace low- and moderate- income
residents from JP,” she continued “Increasing property values in our
community is not always bad. Indeed, this is something every home owner in
JP—low- or high-income, white, brown, or black—probably hopes for. But
pace matters. A lot.”

She laid out two requests for Whole Foods in addition to pledges the company
has made on its own to the community.

The company has said it expects to employ around 100 at their JP location. To
that, the Senator said: “Whole Foods needs to commit to hiring locally for a
specific percentage of these jobs.”

Chang-Díaz also said the company “should also work with credible community
groups in the Hyde/Jackson area to set up and endow a community
preservation fund for the purpose of keeping Hyde/Jackson area properties
affordable for current residents.”

According to its website, Whole Foods donates one-day sales three times each
year to a local or regional non-profit or educational organization. The Senator
said the company should replace that strategy by front-loading its charitable
efforts toward the fund supporting affordable properties.

“Endowing a fund that could buy available property in the Hyde/Jackson area
with a commitment to keeping it affordable will require a serious financial
commitment—no doubt,” she wrote. “But Whole Foods' detrimental impact on
the neighborhood in the absence of such an investment would be of a far
greater magnitude.”

“The planned expansion of a Whole Foods Market into the Hyde Square
section of Jamaica Plain has generated heated debate among my constituents,”
Chang- Díaz’s letter said. “Since I first learned of Hi-Lo Foods’ closing, my
office has done its best to understand from all sides the different perspectives
on this highly divisive issue”

She wrote that she and her staff have attended several community meetings
on the matter, read hundreds of residents’ e-mails and met with Whole Foods
officials, former Hi-Lo employees and local organizations.

Whole Foods officials could not immediately be reached for comment
Saturday. The Senator and her staff were not immediately for follow-up
questions regarding the letter that was first reported on by the Jamaica Plain
Gazette.

To see the full text of the Senator's letter, click here.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

Local advertising by PaperG

Jamaica Plain On Twitter

Jamaica Plain
Headlines

District 6 Councilor Matt
O\'Malley announces
June office hours 

Religious order\'s leader
replaced after suing
Boston cardinal 

Boston Archdiocese,
nuns order settle suit
over pension funds  

Some once-foes in JP\'s
Whole Foods debate now
working together 

Also From Jamaica
Plain

HI-LO TO WHOLE FOODS

Recent changes in JP

AFTERMATH

Pizzeria sees continued
support

JAMAICA PLAIN HISTORY

Inn, founded by brewers,
quenched local thirst

NIGHTLIFE

A night out in Jamaica
Plain

(3 days
ago)

(3 days
ago)

(4 days
ago)

(5 days
ago)

http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html&title=Senator asks Whole Foods to accept her proposals or don't open in JP
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html&title=Senator asks Whole Foods to accept her proposals or don't open in JP
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html&title=Senator asks Whole Foods to accept her proposals or don't open in JP
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/full_text_sen_sonia_chang-diaz.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/lexington/2011/05/is_a_comeback_in_the_offing_fo.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/02/whole_foods_pledge_to_jp_well.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/02/whole_foods_pledge_to_jp_well.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/01/hi-lo_workers_move_on_with_cit.html
http://jamaicaplaingazette.com/node/4795
http://jamaicaplaingazette.com/node/4795
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/full_text_sen_sonia_chang-diaz.html
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.paperg.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/65656880/LOGO2/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1995678992/LOGO3/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1679209315/LOGO4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1380672101/LOGO5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1584646830/LOGO6/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://b.globe.com/kEE3TE
http://b.globe.com/kEE3TE
http://b.globe.com/kEE3TE
http://b.globe.com/muf95L
http://b.globe.com/muf95L
http://b.globe.com/muf95L
http://b.globe.com/m6YNRz
http://b.globe.com/m6YNRz
http://b.globe.com/m6YNRz
http://b.globe.com/jJgFZX
http://b.globe.com/jJgFZX
http://b.globe.com/jJgFZX
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain


Senator asks Whole Foods to accept her proposals or don't open in JP - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html[5/30/2011 10:21:59 AM]

$200

$200 for a One-Night June Stay at The Fallon of Edgartown in
Martha’s Vineyard (Worth Up to $425)

        

Home News Events Schools Sports Discussions Marketplace

Contact Us Contact Boston.com Contact The Boston Globe Privacy Policy Your Ad Choices Help Advertise © 2011 NY Times Co.

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments ( ) »   Comment on this story »

 

Possible poisoning victim ID'd as
Somerville comics store owner
(Your Town)

Woman seriously injured by
rolling vehicle on Beacon Hill
(Your Town)

Chaos ensues after empty car
hits woman (Local News)

Girl’s virginity put up for sale,
police say (National news)

Another trooper injured in crash
(Local News)

Sparks flying (Lifestyle)

[Sponsored links]

What's Your Virtual Weight
Index? (The Digital Diet)

5 Signs a Caregiver Is Stealing
From You (Caring.com)

Best Buy Employee Loses Job
After Thwarting Shoplifter (AOL
Jobs)

'Secret Shark' Discovered Hiding
Out at English Aquarium
(FoxNews.com)

Doctor-Recommended Back Pain
Remedies  (Lifescript.com)

5 Types Of Women Men Avoid
(iVillage)

Follow other Boston.com Tweets What is Twitter?

District 6 Councilor Matt O'Malley announces June office
hours http://bo.st/mzP8Xz 2 days ago

Free parking! Memorial Day 5/30: Municipal buildings
closed including City Hall, schools. Parking meters FREE.
@BostonUpdate @notifyboston 2 days ago

Some once-foes in JP's Whole Foods debate now working
together. Have your thoughts/approach to the issue
changed? - http://bo.st/mJleJU 3 days ago

The Catholic Archdiocese of Boston and the Daughters of
St. Paul of JP settled a dispute over pension plans. -

| 

| | | | | | 

| | | | | | | 

Discount: Value: You Save:

53% $425 $225

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1849237934/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1973736661/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/734484666/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1295016916/MISC1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/1423879058/MISC2/boston/test_boston031611_ros_RDBCOOKIE/test_boston021711_bchm_COOKIE.html/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/999254848/MISC3/boston/test_boston0111_regi_MALE_21_24/1x1.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/2071955489/MISC4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/968098744/MISC5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=jamaicaplain ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:af899e3a-f547-4178-971f-3555ae319eeb
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/#adchoice
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/senator_asks_whole_foods_to_ac.html?comments=all#addComm
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1257520643/SPONSOR1/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1265998273/SPONSOR2/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/722539830/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1911333965/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1136737110/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1913199771/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/474e6f546e6b336931475941414a5172?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/somerville/2011/05/by_danielle_dreilinger_globe_c_72.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/somerville/2011/05/by_danielle_dreilinger_globe_c_72.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beacon_hill/2011/05/woman_seriously_injured_by_rol.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beacon_hill/2011/05/woman_seriously_injured_by_rol.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/05/27/chaos_ensues_after_empty_car_hits_woman/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/05/27/chaos_ensues_after_empty_car_hits_woman/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/05/25/girls_virginity_put_up_for_sale_police_say/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/05/25/girls_virginity_put_up_for_sale_police_say/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/05/29/another_trooper_injured_in_crash/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/relationships/articles/2011/05/29/dinner_with_cupid_sparks_fly_on_blind_date/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.thedigitaldietbook.com/content/index.php/your-virtual-weight-index-or-vwi
http://www.thedigitaldietbook.com/content/index.php/your-virtual-weight-index-or-vwi
http://www.caring.com/articles/caregiver-stealing-from-the-elderly
http://www.caring.com/articles/caregiver-stealing-from-the-elderly
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2011/05/03/best-buy-employee-loses-job-after-thwarting-shoplifter/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2011/05/03/best-buy-employee-loses-job-after-thwarting-shoplifter/
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/05/19/secret-shark-discovered-hiding-english-aquarium/
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/05/19/secret-shark-discovered-hiding-english-aquarium/
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Centers/Pain/Articles/Doctor_Recommended_Back_Pain_Remedies.aspx
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Centers/Pain/Articles/Doctor_Recommended_Back_Pain_Remedies.aspx
http://www.ivillage.com/5-types-women-men-avoid/4-a-283910
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter
http://bo.st/mzP8Xz
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/74172272730062850
http://www.twitter.com/BostonUpdate
http://www.twitter.com/notifyboston
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/74123301567467520
http://bo.st/mJleJU
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate/statuses/73883117605236730

	boston.com
	Senator asks Whole Foods to accept her proposals or don't open in JP - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com


	9sZV9mb29kc190b19hYy5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 




