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Boston launches online
roadwork database, plans mail
notices
Posted by Matt Rocheleau April  28, 2011 07:08 PM

Boston's Public Works Department aims to repave 33 miles, and reconstruct another three miles, of city
streets this year.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

As Boston’s road-repair campaign kicks into full gear, the city says it will for
the first time begin notifying residents of planned roadwork by listing every
project online and mailing letters to each household along a street shortly
before construction begins there.

Boston’s Public Works department began its annual “Road Renewal” program
last week to repave and, in some cases completely reconstruct, damaged
roadways before winter returns to yet again test streets' cold-weather
tolerance.

Through a $20-million program budget, the department plans to repave 33
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miles, and reconstruct another three miles, of city streets this year. That
scheduled roadwork, over a combined area that represents around 4.5 percent
of the Hub’s 803 miles of thoroughfare, is consistent with what the city has
annually performed in recent years, said Public Works chief of staff Matthew
Mayrl.

Mailing households and hosting an online database about planned roadwork
are aimed at keeping residents more informed. The notifications will also
allow time for residents to plan utility upgrades to be performed before the
city does its road renewal work, he said. Utility upgrades can sometimes
require patches of roadway to be dug up.

“We hope this new outreach effort will further reduce any unnecessary cuts to
newly resurfaced roads,” the public works spokesman said.

In the past residents were only forewarned by signs posted along the
roadways, as well as via communication outreach through local community
groups, said Mayrl.

The city posted a comprehensive online list – sort-able by neighborhood and
street – of planned roadwork that describes which portions of each roadway
will be fixed, along with estimated start dates and construction durations for
each.

Mayrl said the city plans to keep the web pge, which went live this week,
updated as the changes are made to each project’s timing, which can be
sensitive to several factors including Mother Nature.

Written letters will be mailed a couple of weeks in advance of scheduled
construction during the new notification system’s infancy, he said. The city
hopes that as the initiative progresses this summer, it can increase the
amount of advanced notice to one to two months prior to when work will
begin.

The city will also launch a pilot program to repair large cracks in roads five to
10 years old. The city says the crack-fixing methods will involve newer crack
treatment technologies, including micro-resurfacing, that can repair streets in
such a way to extend their lifetime by over seven years.

“The preventative maintenance program will be used in all neighborhoods and
could potentially save the city millions of dollars in road repair in the very
near future,” the city said in a recent announcement.

The city also plans to reinstall faded and damaged roadway markings.

The Transportation Department’s “Mark It” program will repair crosswalks,
double yellow lines, lane lines, school zone symbols, traffic turn arrows and
other markings.

Over 600 crosswalks citywide will be replaced, and the city said it expects the
program to reinstall markings at one in every four intersections in Boston
using “highly-reflective” thermoplastic materials.

The program “will place a heavy emphasis” on reinstalling crosswalks near
parks, senior centers, schools and community centers. Street marking upgrade
requests can be made here. Requests for new markings can be made here.

“After such a harsh winter, I’m dedicated to ensuring all Bostonians have a
safe commute through our city,” Mayor Thomas M. Menino said in the
announcement. “The ‘Mark It’ and ‘Road Renewal’ programs will make sure
that our roads and sidewalks are back to 100% so we can all enjoy the exciting
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