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Census data: Roxbury gained
most residents among city
neighborhoods
Posted by Matt Rocheleau April  6, 2011 12:00 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Roxbury saw the greatest population increase among Boston neighborhoods
over the past decade, though the number of black/African American residents
declined, according to Census data recently released by the city.

Between 2000-2010, Roxbury, including
Mission Hill and the Longwood Medical Area,
grew by 9,218, or 13.6 percent, to 76,917
residents. It remained the second-most-
populated neighborhood, after Dorchester,
according to figures the Boston Redevelopment
Authority compiled from US Census data.

A surge in both Hispanic/Latino and white
residents led the growth in Roxbury. There
were 5,338 more Hispanic/Latino residents
and 4,584 more white residents compared to a
decade ago -- increases of 37 and 40 percent,
respectively. The number of Asian residents
grew by by 1,323 – a 44 percent jump.

Meanwhile, the number of black/African
American residents in Roxbury declined by
1,604, a 4.7 percent decease. The latest figures
put the percentage of black/African American
residents in Roxbury at 42.4 percent, dropping
the neighborhood from second to third for
density of residents in that group among city
neighborhoods.

At 74.9 percent, Mattapan continues to have
far and away the highest portion of
Black/African American residents, Hyde Park
has a black population of 47.3 percent.

Boston’s population grew by 4.8 percent in the
past decade to 617,594, according to the latest
figures. The Hub remained a “majority-

NEIGHBORHOOD
NUMBERS

Select a neighborhood below from
the dropdown to see a breakdown
of Census statistics.

RELATED STORIES

Allston population spiked 14
percent over past decade
African Americans now
outnumber whites in Hyde Park
Back Bay population rose less
than one percent from 2000
Beacon Hill population rose 3.5
percent from 2000
Brighton population grew 4
percent in past decade
Dorchester lost most residents
among city neighborhoods
Downtown population soared 46
percent
Hispanics/Latinos surpass
whites in East Boston
Fenway saw 2nd-highest rate of
population growth
JP's Hispanic, black populations
plunged
Mattapan's population dropped
at second-highest rate in city
North End grew, but kept 'Little
Italy' feel over past decade
Roslindale saw population
decline
Roxbury gained most residents
among city neighborhoods
South Boston population grew

Select a neighborhood

  YOUR TOWN (MORE TOWNS / MORE BOSTON NEIGHBORHOODS) Preferences | Log out

Roxbury

Connect to Your Town Roxbury on Facebook

Confirm

Like You like Your Town Roxbury. · Admin
Page · Insights · Error
You and 109 others like this 109 likes  Sign Up to

ADVERTISEMENT

ROXBURY REAL ESTATE

67
Homes 
for sale

20
Rentals
available

0
Open houses

this week

0
New listings
this week

CAMP GUIDE »
A camp for every kid!
Adventure, sports, theater, music, arts or
technology—find the perfect camp for
your child at boston.com/campguide.

ADVERTISEMENT

Shocking discovery for joint relief

The trick for your brain to learn a
new language fast

A computer nerd's tip for fixing a
slow computer

Roxbury Headlines

 48°  traffic transit

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=roxbury ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:ffe70b3e-7e1c-4cc1-901c-3d5e1d083a56
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2011/04/census_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2011/04/census_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2011/04/census_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html?comments=all#comments
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/04/census_data_allston_population_1.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/04/census_data_allston_population_1.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/hyde_park/2011/04/census_data_blacksafrican_amer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/hyde_park/2011/04/census_data_blacksafrican_amer.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/back_bay/2011/04/census_data_back_bay_populatio_1.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/back_bay/2011/04/census_data_back_bay_populatio_1.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beacon_hill/2011/04/census_data_beacon_hill_popula.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beacon_hill/2011/04/census_data_beacon_hill_popula.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/04/census_data_brighton_populatio.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/04/census_data_brighton_populatio.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/dorchester/2011/04/census_data_dorchester_lost_mo.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/dorchester/2011/04/census_data_dorchester_lost_mo.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/downtown/2011/04/census_data_downtown_populatio.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/downtown/2011/04/census_data_downtown_populatio.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/east_boston/2011/04/census_data_hispanicslatinos_r.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/east_boston/2011/04/census_data_hispanicslatinos_r.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/fenway-kenmore/2011/04/census_data_fenway_saw_second-.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/fenway-kenmore/2011/04/census_data_fenway_saw_second-.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/census_data_jps_hispaniclatino.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/04/census_data_jps_hispaniclatino.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/mattapan/2011/04/census_data_mattapans_populati.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/mattapan/2011/04/census_data_mattapans_populati.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/north_end/2011/04/census_data_north_end_grew_but.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/north_end/2011/04/census_data_north_end_grew_but.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roslindale/2011/04/census_data_roslindale_saw_hig.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roslindale/2011/04/census_data_roslindale_saw_hig.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/south_boston/2011/04/census_data_south_boston_popul.html
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/index.html?ytmap=boston
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=mcenter&Header_Regi_Preferences
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=logout&p1=Header_Regi_LogOut
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://ad-emea.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3ae5/17/1c1/%2a/x%3B239646803%3B0-0%3B0%3B62478386%3B3454-728/90%3B41539090/41556877/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3D%5BTPAS_ID%5D%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ib.adnxs.com/click/zt09heAx0z-kcD0K16PQPwAAAGBmZgJAFO0qpPyk0D8zMzMzMzPTP2TsW6GEkJkfolYqDFk8-zuLBaFNAAAAAHVBBgBUAwAAbAEAAAIAAADRfgQADcAAAAEAAABVU0QAVVNEANgCWgC3H9kEYAwBAQUCAAQAAAAADyI5HgAAAAA./cnd=!dxlLiQjXgAQQ0f0RGAAgjYADKNkJMTMzMzMzM9M_QhMIABAAGAAgASj-__________8BQgsI21oQABgAIAMoAUILCNtaEAAYACACKAFIAVAAWLc_YABo7AI./referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Froxbury%2F2011%2F04%2Fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html/clickenc=http://t.mookie1.com/t/v1/clk?migAgencyId=103&migSource=adsrv2&migRandom=4686416&migTrackDataExt=2036857;62478386;239646803;41539090&migTrackFmtExt=client;io;ad;crtv&migUnencodedDest=http://www.livenation.com/Peter-Gabriel-tickets/artist/735139?camefrom=[=CAMEFROM=]&tm_link=tm_homeA_rc_image1
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Froxbury%2F2011%2F04%2Fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html&extra_2=US

http://realestate.boston.com/homes/Roxbury-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://www.boston.com/campguide
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d2453%26ComboId%3d18020%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d2453%26ComboId%3d18020%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3164%26ComboId%3d20659%26title%3dThe-trick-for-your-brain-to-learn-a-new-language-f%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3164%26ComboId%3d20659%26title%3dThe-trick-for-your-brain-to-learn-a-new-language-f%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3164%26ComboId%3d20659%26title%3dThe-trick-for-your-brain-to-learn-a-new-language-f%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3205%26ComboId%3d20262%26title%3dA-computer-nerd-s-tip-for-fixing-a-slow-computer%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3205%26ComboId%3d20262%26title%3dA-computer-nerd-s-tip-for-fixing-a-slow-computer%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://r.turn.com/r/formclick/id/vFzWjAoJqG26vQwA-QEBAA/url/http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d5b965e05-9a59-4fc9-a304-840f77c8d142%26ArticleId%3d3205%26ComboId%3d20262%26title%3dA-computer-nerd-s-tip-for-fixing-a-slow-computer%26subid%3dhttp%3a%2f%2fwww.boston.com%2fyourtown%2fnews%2froxbury%2f2011%2f04%2fcensus_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html%26origin%3d168068-APP4
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/?camp=misc:on:wire:roxbury
http://weather.boston.com/?code=BOS/14487
http://weather.boston.com/?code=BOS/14487
http://www.boston.com/traffic?p1=HL_Header_Traffic
http://www.mbta.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1389187451/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/66642254/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x


Census data: Roxbury gained most residents among city neighborhoods - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2011/04/census_data_roxbury_gained_mos.html[4/9/2011 9:20:24 PM]

minority” city as 53 percent of residents are of
a non-white race/ethnicity while 47 percent are
white; 22.3 percent are Black/African
American, 17.5 percent are Hispanic/Latino,
and 8.8 percent are Asian.

While Boston gained more than 41,000 people age 18 and older, the city lost
around 13,000 residents under 18. The 11-percent drop was among the more
notable statistics for Benjamin Forman, research director at Boston think-tank
MassINC.

“There’s no question that family households have been replaced by people
without kids,” Forman said, adding that a trend of fleeing families can often
be a sign of gentrification.

The portion of residents 18 years or older in Boston grew in all but five
neighborhoods; in Roxbury it rose sharply from 73.2 to 78 percent. Citywide,
that portion grew from 80 to 83 percent.

The total number of Roxbury housing units rose over the past 10 years by 10.6
percent to 30,284 – the city’s second-highest total. Meanwhile, Roxbury was
the only neighborhood that did not experience a rise in its housing vacancy
rate. The housing vacancy rate dropped slightly from 7.8 percent to 7 percent.

Citywide, housing grew by around 25,000 units, or 8 percent, however,
vacancies also rose by 60 percent. Around 5 percent of Boston homes were
empty in 2000; in 2010, around 7.25 percent of housing was vacant.

Boston’s neighborhoods have no officially-defined boundaries, according to
the BRA. In order to sort census data by neighborhood, the city department
said it used a combination of ZIP codes and zoning boundaries to define each
neighborhood’s borders.

While the neighborhoods the city has mapped out for census number
crunching by-and-large match how most perceive Boston’s configuration, the
city acknowledged some may dispute how the BRA has defined where
neighborhoods begin and end.

"Everyone has their own definition of ‘their’ neighborhood -- the best part
about Boston is there is such pride in the question -- and therefore there are
no official boundaries because if there were, we'd have 617,594 different
opinions,” said spokeswoman Susan Elsbree.

The department plans to release additional maps and is also fielding
individual requests to have data provided based on customized neighborhood
boundaries.

To simplify city data analyzed for this report, Boston.com grouped, as follows,
smaller neighborhoods and districts into other, larger areas creating a total of
18 city subsections: Beacon Hill includes the West End; Downtown includes
Chinatown and the Leather District; Roxbury includes Mission Hill and the
Longwood Medical Area; South Boston includes the South Boston Waterfront;
and the South End includes Bay Village. The Harbor Islands – with a
combined population of 640 and 535 residents during the 2000 and 2010
census, respectively – were not used in this analysis.

However, raw data is still available here for each smaller neighborhood,
district and islands that the BRA defined.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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