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After vision scare, JP man will
run Boston Marathon to aid
local school for blind
Posted by Matt Rocheleau March 24, 2011 06:44 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A Jamaica Plain man whose vision was temporarily impaired several months
ago will run his first marathon next month to raise money for those who have
permanent sight problems and blindness.

Kyle Bettencourt will be one of 19
charity runners making the 26-mile
Hopkinton-to-Boston journey on
April 18 in an effort to raise
$100,000 for the Perkins School
for the Blind in Watertown, the
school announced this week.

“Treasuring my ability to see had
never been something I actually
thought about, until I had fear of
my sight being taken away,” the 23-
year-old wrote on his charity

webpage.

While walking home from the gym one night in December, Bettencourt
experienced swollen, painful eyes. The next morning he said he had trouble
opening them and rushed to an emergency room. There, the five-year JP
resident learned he had contracted a bacterial infection that left him with
blurred vision during a painful two-week healing process. That incident
opened his eyes to the problem of vision loss and impairment.

“This is why I choose to work with Perkins School for the Blind,” wrote
Bettencourt, who earned a double business degree from Suffolk University last
year and now works a finance job in Boston.

The New Hampshire-native is personally committed to raise $3,500 and has
received around $2,000 in donations to date.

“I want to help others who are not as fortunate to know what it is like to have
something like sight to take for granted on any given day,” he wrote.

The Perkins team, which includes runners from around the country, is an
officially recognized charity for the 115th Boston Athletic Association Boston
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Marathon, and the sole charity team this year that focuses exclusively on
helping those with visual impairments, the school said. Donations will fund
the school’s on-campus, regional and international programs.

Perkins is the nation’s first school for the visually impaired, the
announcement said. The institution, 182 years old this month, provides
education and services to help build productive, meaningful lives for 145,000
people who are blind or deafblind, including those with additional disabilities,
across 65 countries worldwide.

To support Bettencourt’s run and donate to Perkins, visit
http://support.perkins.org/goto/kbettencourt.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments (1) »   Comment on this story »

 

Medford police arrest four on
drug possession (Your Town)

Having Yankees in town might
be just the motivation Red Sox
need (The Tony Massarotti Sports Blog)

Missing Belmont teen spotted at
her house (Your Town)

One Braintree drug bust leads to
three others (Your Town)

Time's up: shutdown looms
without agreement (Business)

Mother worried about treatment
side effects (Local News)

[Sponsored links]

Doctors Cause Girl’s Death
During Routine Tonsil Surgery,
Court Says (FoxNews.com)

Calories in Sodexho Bread
Pudding  (Livestrong.com)

Ancient Human Found in Iowa
Sewers (FoxNews.com)

Crystal Gale Mangum Arrested
for Allegedly Stabbing Boyfriend
(Black Voices)

How to Remove Ear Wax From
Ears (Livestrong.com)

10 Types of Dementia That
Aren't Alzheimer's (Caring.com)

Local advertising by PaperG

Jamaica Plain On Twitter

Jamaica Plain
Headlines

T riders get one more
year without fare
increase 

Census data: JP\'s
Hispanic, black
populations plunged  

Jamaica Plain gas and
automotive center seized
for owing $57K in back
taxes 

In JP, food scraps and
yard waste fuel door-to
door composting
company 

Also From Jamaica
Plain

HI-LO TO WHOLE FOODS

Recent changes in JP

AFTERMATH

Pizzeria sees continued
support

JAMAICA PLAIN HISTORY

Inn, founded by brewers,
quenched local thirst

NIGHTLIFE

A night out in Jamaica
Plain

(3 days ago)

(4
days ago)

(4 days ago)

(5 days ago)

Analysis of recent census data: JP's Hispanic, black

http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html&title=After vision scare, JP man will run Boston Marathon to aid local school for blind
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html&title=After vision scare, JP man will run Boston Marathon to aid local school for blind
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html&title=After vision scare, JP man will run Boston Marathon to aid local school for blind
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roslindale/2011/03/roslindale_farmers_market_and.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2011/03/several_allston_residents_tied.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/marathon/
http://support.perkins.org/goto/kbettencourt
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html?comments=all#addComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/medford/2011/04/medford_police_arrest_four_on.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/medford/2011/04/medford_police_arrest_four_on.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/columnists/massarotti/2011/04/for_red_sox_yankees_could_be_a.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/columnists/massarotti/2011/04/for_red_sox_yankees_could_be_a.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/columnists/massarotti/2011/04/for_red_sox_yankees_could_be_a.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/belmont/2011/03/missing_belmont_teen_spotted_a.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/belmont/2011/03/missing_belmont_teen_spotted_a.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/braintree/2011/04/scanner_tales_one_braintree_dr.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/braintree/2011/04/scanner_tales_one_braintree_dr.html
http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2011/04/08/times_up_shutdown_looms_without_agreement/
http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2011/04/08/times_up_shutdown_looms_without_agreement/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/04/09/charged_in_death_of_son_beverly_mother_says_chemo_was_making_boy_sicker/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2011/04/09/charged_in_death_of_son_beverly_mother_says_chemo_was_making_boy_sicker/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/04/04/doctors-cause-girls-death-routine-tonsil-surgery-court-says/
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/04/04/doctors-cause-girls-death-routine-tonsil-surgery-court-says/
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/04/04/doctors-cause-girls-death-routine-tonsil-surgery-court-says/
http://www.livestrong.com/article/320381-calories-in-sodexho-bread-pudding/
http://www.livestrong.com/article/320381-calories-in-sodexho-bread-pudding/
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/04/06/ancient-human-iowa-sewers/
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2011/04/06/ancient-human-iowa-sewers/
http://www.bvblackspin.com/2011/04/04/crystal-gale-mangum-arrested-for-allegedly-stabbing-boyfriend/
http://www.bvblackspin.com/2011/04/04/crystal-gale-mangum-arrested-for-allegedly-stabbing-boyfriend/
http://www.livestrong.com/article/91614-remove-ear-wax-ears/
http://www.livestrong.com/article/91614-remove-ear-wax-ears/
http://www.caring.com/articles/types-of-dementia
http://www.caring.com/articles/types-of-dementia
http://www.paperg.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1161513002/LOGO2/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/870953293/LOGO3/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1594728840/LOGO4/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/2059338766/LOGO5/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/242965419/LOGO6/boston/default/empty.gif/52777232756b3267724f4141426e3331?x
http://twitter.com/JPUpdate
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://b.globe.com/gHslJN
http://b.globe.com/gHslJN
http://b.globe.com/gHslJN
http://b.globe.com/hW0Dds
http://b.globe.com/hW0Dds
http://b.globe.com/hW0Dds
http://b.globe.com/fbWKdG
http://b.globe.com/fbWKdG
http://b.globe.com/fbWKdG
http://b.globe.com/fbWKdG
http://b.globe.com/eOBWk0
http://b.globe.com/eOBWk0
http://b.globe.com/eOBWk0
http://b.globe.com/eOBWk0
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/012010_hilo_closing?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/months_after_deadly_shooting_j.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/10/jp_history_the_coffee_tree_inn.html?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/gallery/090710_night_out_in_jp?camp=misc:on:inside:jamaicaplain


After vision scare, JP man will run Boston Marathon to aid local school for blind - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/03/after_recent_vision_scare_jp_m.html[4/9/2011 8:32:00 PM]

        

Home News Events Schools Sports Discussions Marketplace

Contact Us Contact Boston.com Contact The Boston Globe Privacy Policy Your Ad Choices Help Advertise © 2011 NY Times Co.

Follow other Boston.com Tweets What is Twitter?

populations plunged - http://bo.st/dTdv4d about 4 hours ago

Provincetown branch of Ten Tables Restaurant and Bar
opening up. Menu will be similar to JP branch's -
http://bo.st/hIlVQI about 23 hours ago

RT @Neighbortweet: JPNC seeking community members to
join #WholeFoods ad hoc commite http://ning.it/dYr0DY 1
day ago

#MBTA riders get 1 more year w/o fare increase //
Arborway Yard consolidation deferred - http://bo.st/icsGHd
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