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Former halfway house
employee sentenced for
distributing heroin at work
Posted by Matt Rocheleau March 24, 2011 10:02 AM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A Roxbury woman has been sentenced for allegedly distributing heroin at a
Boston halfway house where she worked monitoring recently-released federal
inmates.

Prosecutors say 44-year-old Deborah Belim, a program monitor at Coolidge
House, conspired with her boyfriend, who was a resident there to sell heroin
to others living at the facility.

The man that became Belim's boyfriend lived at the halfway house for around
eight months during 2007, according to the federal district attorney's office.
The two became romantically involved during that time, and the resident sold
heroin to other residents, officials said. After being release in Nov. 2007, he
reportedly lived with Belim for around six months. "At various times" he
requested that Belim bring heroin into the facility and sell it on his behalf,
which prosecutors say she did.

Belim's job there required she monitor that residents obey programs rules and
was required to check residents' bags and beds, pat them down, administer
Breathalyzer checks and maintain contact with residents' employers to make
sure they were working, officials said.

Intended to transition former prisoners back into society, Coolidge House is
one of the largest programs and longest running contracts of its operator
Community Resource for Justice (CRJ). The facility located on Huntington
Avenue in the Fenway neighborhood near its border with the South End is
under contract with the federal prison bureau. Residents average three
months there during which they receive case management services "that
emphasize successful reentry," officials said.

Belim was sentenced in federal court Tuesday to one month in jail and two
years of supervised released. The first seven months of her probation will be
served in home detention on electronic monitoring. She was ordered to self-
surrender on April 29.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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