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English-learning program for
city middle-schoolers launches
Posted by Matt Rocheleau February 14, 2011 10:00 AM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A free Saturday program will help city middle-schoolers who need additional
help learning English.

In October, a federal investigation found that Boston schools had violated the
civil rights of thousands of students who speak limited English by failing to
provide specialized instruction, leading to a settlement agreement that calls
for the district to overhaul programs and bolster teacher training.

About one in every four students in Boston’s public school system are learning
to speak English.

The Saturday ELL Academy was organized by Roxbury-based nonprofit
Sociedad Latina through a partnership with Boston Public Schools.

The nonprofit, which has offered programs for Latino youth for over 40 years,
said the program was created “to give ELL students the extra support they
need to stay on track in school,” according to a release from the organization.

The 14-week program that began this past Saturday follows a similar and
successful one-month pilot initiative ran last spring. Its 60 participants
double the number from that pilot program and offer a combination of
morning literacy instruction by English Language Learner-certified teachers
and afternoon activities such as woodworking, glassblowing, music and dance.

“It’s unique in that classes are taught by BPS teachers, but it happens in an
out-of-school environment with engaging activities and experiences,” Sociedad
Latina Executive Director Alexandra Oliver-Dávila said in the release. “By
leveraging our experience working with the community, and strengthening
this collaboration between schools and a community organization, we give the
students the attention they deserve.”

The organization said the program is part of a larger initiative it is leading for
cultural proficiency in city schools that aims to ensure school staff are trained
and “services exist that make education equal for students of all
backgrounds.”

About 28 percent of Boston’s 56,000 students, coming from more than 40
countries, are learning to speak English, according to a Globe report from the
beginning of this academic year.
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The ELL population statewide have among the lowest standardized test scores
and high school graduation rates.

The free program is open to all city BPS ELL students in grades 5 to 8. Parent
workshops will also be provided to help ELL families better advocate for and
support their children in school, the nonprofit said.

Sociedad Latina said slots may still be available for the program. To sign up,
contact Jennifer Reyes at 617-442-4299, ext. 149,
jennifer@sociedadlatina.org, or visit Sociedad Latina’s office at 1530 Tremont
St. in Mission Hill.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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