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Shovel-ready: JP neighbors dig
out those in need
Posted by Matt Rocheleau January 21, 2011 01:05 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Crews of volunteer snow shovelers organized through the web and cell phones
were out and about in Jamaica Plain clearing the remnants of Friday
morning’s storm.

It was the second storm in as many weeks tackled by the newly formed JP
group that offers free snow removal to neighborhood residents in need.

SnowCrew allows local residents to sign-up to help shovel, while others can
request help digging out.

The group accepts shoveling assistance requests, which can be made by those
requesting the help or by someone who knows them, for those who live in
Jamaica Plain and have a medical condition, are elderly, disabled, must look
after young children, or are caretakers for someone else and either cannot get
to those they care for or need help themselves.

Once a request for help comes in, those who signed up to volunteer are
notified by dispatchers and the volunteers can then accept or decline their
mission – via text or on a smartphone app – based on their location and
availability.

"It's all about doing something for someone else, doing it together and having
fun doing it," said Joseph Porcelli, the group’s founder.

He said SnowCrew is still in its pilot stages – its first run was during last
week’s blizzard – but it has been successful and growing thus far.

According to a post on the Neighbors for Neighbors site, which Porcelli leads
and is used as another tool for SnowCrew, 53 people signed up to help shovel
for the Jan. 12 storm, 34 confirmed their availability to help, 11 were
dispatched and an unknown number ventured out somewhat on their own
using a map posted the site to find neighbors in need of shoveling.

In all, the site says crews shoveled 19 different locations including four
crosswalks, the walkways, porches and driveways of three elderly neighbors
and one injured neighbor, two bus stops and two community-maintained
parks. Volunteers even helped clean up a fallen tree after last week's blizzard.
To read coverage from WGBH about SnowCrew’s inaugural run, click here.

The effort is only ongoing in Jamaica Plain, for now, but Porcelli said plans to

  YOUR TOWN (MORE TOWNS) mrochele's profile | Account settings | Log out

Jamaica
Plain

Connect to Your Town Jamaica Plain on Facebook

Like You like Your Town Jamaica Plain. Unlike · Admin
Page · Error
You and 159 others like this 159 likes  Sign Up to see what

ADVERTISEMENT

 

JAMAICA PLAIN REAL ESTATE

142
Homes 
for sale

40
Rentals
available

27
Open houses

this week

1
New listings
this week

ADVERTISEMENT

Jamaica Plain
Headlines

Area leaders to discuss
possible $3m cut to Hub
social service providers

Police release name of

(1 day ago)

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=jamaicaplain ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:af899e3a-f547-4178-971f-3555ae319eeb
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/01/organized_by_phone_web_jp_neig.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/01/organized_by_phone_web_jp_neig.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/01/organized_by_phone_web_jp_neig.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2011/01/a_storm_with_a.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2011/01/a_storm_with_a.html
http://groundcrew.us/snowcrew/signup
https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dHZ6bmFLTVc3S19PZ0FYZWE3akdkZGc6MQ#gid=0
http://jamaicaplain.neighborsforneighbors.org/group/beecherpark/forum/topics/recap-of-clean-up-on-1152011
http://www.wgbh.org/articles/In-JP-Social-Networking-Helps-Neighbors-Dig-Out-1583
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/community/persona.html?UID=f27dbaca8889ca2c54452e49ffd6f2bf&plckUserId=f27dbaca8889ca2c54452e49ffd6f2bf
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=mcenter
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=logout
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/

http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Fjamaica_plain%2F2011%2F01%2Forganized_by_phone_web_jp_neig.html&extra_2=US

http://realestate.boston.com/homes/Jamaica-Plain-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/JAMAICA-PLAIN-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
javascript:AdClicked(clickLineVarName2303128357);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/jamaicaplain/?camp=misc:on:wire:jamaicaplain
http://b.globe.com/g4njuE
http://b.globe.com/g4njuE
http://b.globe.com/g4njuE
http://b.globe.com/hlXs6q
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1805663920/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a413031576f59774142476947?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1891792324/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a413031576f59774142476947?x


Shovel-ready: JP neighbors dig out those in need - Jamaica Plain - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2011/01/organized_by_phone_web_jp_neig.html[2/13/2011 2:54:39 PM]

Twitter Digg Like You like Shovel-
ready: JP

Yahoo!Buzz

ShareThis

 Previous entry Next entry  

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

expand are being considered.

There have been some challenges, he said - shovelers have showed up to sites
that are already shoveled and volunteers accidentally shoveled the front of an
apartment building once because the request form hadn't specified that it was
for help to shovel out a car owned by one of the building's tenants. But, other
than some minor bugs which are being managed and learned from on-the-fly,
the SnowCrew launch has been a success.

"I believe people always want to help each other, they just don't always know
how," he said.

So far, this winter has been a good one to launch such a group. Others in the
neighborhood have united to clear their local streets and sidewalks. And, it
looks like there could be more to dig out quite soon.

To learn more, volunteer, or request assistance, visit
http://jamaicaplain.neighborsforneighbors.org/group/snowcrew.
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