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Posted by Your Town December 9, 2010 06:44 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

A website that rates the attractiveness of Boston University women students
came under increased criticism from the school’s dean of students today, while
the site's creator promised changes that “will satisfy the critics.’’

In a blog post today, Dean of Students Kenneth Elmore called the site “boorish
and unoriginal.”

“This troubles me – it fractures the trust that people need in a community,”
he wrote.

“Some think this site is an example of talented work,” he added later. “For me,
this is a reminder that as a creator, I must always ask, ‘What do you want
your great piece of work to stand for?’ ‘Can you stand behind your work?’ Do
you want to stand behind your work?’”

Meanwhile, BU sophomore Justin Doody, the site's creator, said he was
planning to add a rating system of male students to his site, RateBU.com.
And, a new message recently was added to the homepage: “Just updating
everyone that something big is coming soon! It will calm the critics and
improve the site. Stay tuned.”

Doody declined to elaborate in a brief phone conversation, saying that he
wanted to keep the upcoming changes he is working on with another person
private until it launches, which he expects to be in the next couple of days.

Since launching Friday, the site has sparked outcry from some on the BU
campus, including a public condemnation from the school’s student union.
Critics call the site “demeaning” and have raised privacy concerns.

When users go to a voting page on rateBU.com, they are prompted to click
one of two photos that appear side by side, seemingly at random, to indicate
which of the two BU females is “hotter.’’ Results of that voting process
apparently determine a top 25 ranking list.

RateBU had previously suggested users upload pictures from Facebook for
rating, but it appears to have dropped that explicit suggestion. The site’s
homepage said Thursday afternoon that 1,764,262 votes have been cast on 841
photos of BU women.
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Doody, an engineering student and Maryland native, attended a meeting of
the BU Women's Resource Center Wednesday night, where critics lambasted
the site, according to the Daily Free Press.

Then came the dean's blog post today. "I thought it was very reasonable, well-
written and well-worded,” Doody said.

As the school’s top disciplinary dean, Elmore, who was out of state and not
immediately available to elaborate today, said others have asked him that the
school make the student remove the site.

However, “in my homework on this it’s difficult to find meaningful actions
from a legal perspective,” he said explaining that the site is not hosted on the
school’s servers, nor does it use an official logo of the school, so issuing
authority through either of those avenues is not an option for BU.

In his post, he said people have said “that I should stay out of this and not
engage in a harsh, 1984-ish, act of monitoring the Web, passing judgments,
and dishing out punishment or blocking sites.”

“What I’d like to do is appeal to students’ roles as influencers with the ability
to set a leadership tone for the campus and beyond,” wrote Elmore.

He did not name the site or the site’ creator. But he appealed to the people
who would use it.

“We have the ability to never see this site and the power to demand that this
form of entertainment move along and away from us … Can we be the
barriers to demeaning online behavior? We all need respect, and now,
desperately need to give it to each other,” the dean wrote.

“Would the disappearance of the site excuse us from engaging in a few of the
big conversations?,” he posited. “Conversations about human objectification as
entertainment; the pitfall of online anonymity to breed disrespect, aversion,
and hatefulness; the importance for people to express themselves without
identification; and the kind of environment we want online.”

Doody expressed similar views Tuesday. He said he had been criticized and
that he understood why, but he felt people concerned with the issues the site
raises should instead focus on what’s driving the site’s popularity. “It would be
more relevant to discuss the culture that embraces this,’’ Doody said earlier
this week. “If no one wanted this site, it wouldn’t exist.’’

Elmore said he does not want to monitor “online expressions of people within
this community with a goal of removing material or initiating disciplinary
action for what I deem inaccurate, offensive, insensitive, or bland.”

“Personally, I am committed to conversation and exploring life’s questions
that are part of my daily life … I try to set a leadership example, in the moral
and a cultural sense that goes beyond what’s legal or disciplinary – at times,
it’s the best I can do. “I see this as an opportunity to infuse more civility
online and in real time,” he said.

Doody said the inspiration for the site came from the recently released movie,
“The Social Network,’’ about the founding of Facebook at Harvard University.
The movie depicts a similar concept called “FaceMash’’ that the founders of
Facebook had created before starting what has become the world’s most
popular social networking website.
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