
Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html[12/19/2010 3:27:36 PM]

    search  home news events discussions

E-mail | Print | Comments ()

< Back to front page Text size –  +

ROXBURY

Parents, teachers, students
rally to save Mission Hill
elementary school
Posted by Matt Rocheleau December 8, 2010 11:33 AM

School supporters make their way out of Farragut Elementary to rally along Huntington Avenue.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Parents, students, teachers and school staff rallied outside the David G.
Farragut elementary school Tuesday evening to show support for the Mission
Hill school’s future, which – along with seven other schools slated for closure
– will be decided by school committee officials next week.

In frigid weather, the crowd of school supporters waved “Save the Farragut
School” signs and chanted the same along Huntington Avenue as cars,
pedestrians and MBTA trains passed by before the rallying group moved
inside the school for a meeting with city school officials.

Many of members of the passionate crowd
said they plan to rally again tonight,
joining the large crowd expected at a
school committee hearing at the English
High School.
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A rally outside the school.

A rally outside the school.

An aide to District 8 Councilor Michael P.
Ross read a letter from the city council
president requesting that Boston Public
schools allow parents and students more
time to review the proposed city-wide

school system changes unveiled last week before officials vote on whether to
accept or reject the plans that include school closures and mergers.

“Other schools that face closure were give more notice,” said the letter from
Ross, referring to four schools announced in early October as being up for
closure. “Less than two weeks notice is not adequate time.”

Farragut was not among the schools announced for closure in October. The
school, like three others in Boston, only learned of its potential closure last
Thursday when the new, broader proposal of closures, mergers, expansions
and other changes was released by city Superintendent Carol R. Johnson.

The city’s argument for closing the Farragut “makes no sense,” said Maralene
Zwarich who began teaching third grade at the school this year.

She and fellow teacher Craig Este said the school has had strong academic
performance this past year. They said the Farragut is one of 18 schools in
Boston that met its adequate yearly progress expectations. The school has
built important partnerships with nearby educational institutions and its
location is prime for its students -- 41 percent of the school’s students walk to
school, the two teachers said.

“What’s going to be left in Mission Hill is
you’re going to go to a charter school or
you’ll have to be bussed out to another
neighborhood,” said Este, who has been
teaching in the city school system for 12
years and began as a special education
teacher at the Farragut this year.

However, Joseph Shea, an academic
superintendent of city elementary schools,
said while the school made a significant
improvement last year from the year prior, historically the school has been
inconsistent over the past five years, including poor performance in 2006,
2007 and 2009.

So while the school scored well on its latest adequate yearly progress report,
the Farragut’s composite performing index figure is “still below the district
average for elementary schools,” he said.

“The history is basically inconsistent across the board,” said Shea, later adding
that “only four percent of parents [in the North Zone] chose Farragut as their
first choice school.”

Closing the Farragut is projected to save about $1 million annually from fiscal
year 2012 to 2015, according to city school officials.

Este said he believes the city school department wants to close the school so it
can sell the valuable piece of property.
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“It’s strictly for money,” he said. “There are more open seats here than at most
schools because [city school officials] purposefully didn’t place students here.”

“I’m tenured; I have a job next year anyway,” added Este. “I’m only here
because of how important this school is to me. I don’t think they should be
closing a school that works. You can’t replicate what they’ve done at this
school anywhere else.”

If the school is targeted for closure at the Dec. 15 school committee meeting,
parents are encouraged to attend a workshop on Dec. 20 at Madison Park
High School to help North Zone families learn more about the process of
transitioning to a new school.

After sibling preference is taken into account, students in closing schools will
have priority to choose any other school in their zone, city school officials said.
The Ralph Waldo Emerson elementary school in Roxbury is also in the North
Zone and slated for closure.

Boston’s school closings and mergers are part of a plan to tackle a potential
$63 million shortfall next school year. If the city schools’ plan is approved, it
could save tens of millions of dollars, including an estimated $10.6 million
from schools closing and merging.

Other changes are also part of the proposal, including overhauling the way the
city assigns students to elementary and middle schools in an effort to reduce
busing costs by fall 2012.

Shea, who said he has been attending similar meetings about school closures
and mergers since October, noted how calm yet constructive the Farragut
meeting was.

“What a respectful audience we had asking clear and focused questions,” he
said after the meeting.

The meeting was unusually civil given the circumstances, and that politeness
was capped off with outright charm when 7-and-a-half-year-old Zaynab
Azzouzi walked to the front of the room after patiently waiting with her hand
outstretched to be called on as the final participant of the question and
answer session.

Azzouzi, a second-grader at Farragut who moved to the school last year after
the Alexander Hamilton Elementary School in Brighton closed, handed out
flowers to the school officials presenting information and fielding questions at
the meeting.

“Please don’t close the Farragut School,” she said before the crowd as she
handed flowers to Shea.

“If it closed, I’d really miss my teachers and my friends,” she added later.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

Follow other Boston.com Tweets  What is Twitter?

Son wishes mother was alive after tobacco company ordered
       

|

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/12/boston_names_schools_to_close.html
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter


Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html[12/19/2010 3:27:36 PM]

Home   News   Events   Schools   Sports   Discussions   Marketplace

Contact Us  Contact Boston.com  Contact The Boston Globe  Privacy Policy  Help  Advertise  © 2010 NY Times Co.

 

Twitter Digg Like You like Parents,
teachers, students

Yahoo!Buzz

ShareThis

 Previous entry Next entry  

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

Seven-and-a-half-year-old Zaynab Azzouzi hands flowers to city school officials including Joseph Shea, an
academic superintendent who led last night's meeting.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments ( ) »   Comment on this story »

 

(Matt Rocheleau for Boston.com)

Boston names schools that would
close or merge under Johnson's
plan (Your Town)

Delvonte Tisdale 'likely' fell from
airplane, DA Keating says (Your
Town)

More schools targeted to close in
Hub (Education)

A course in calm (Education)

Menino forcefully backs plan to
close nine schools (MetroDesk) [Sponsored links]

7 Best Cars For The Snow (TheStreet)

The 20 Worst Charities in America
(MainStreet.com)

2011 Hyundai Sonata Named Car
and Driver “10BEST” (Hyundai News)

Hyundai Statement Regarding
Collision Repair Parts (Hyundai News)

The Top 5 Moneymaking Degrees
You Can Earn Online
(USNewsUniversityDirectory.com)

| | | | | |

| | | | | |

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=roxbury ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:ffe70b3e-7e1c-4cc1-901c-3d5e1d083a56
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/

http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html&title=Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html&title=Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html&title=Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/needham/2010/12/forum_planned_on_pollard_schoo.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/beverly/2010/12/beverly_raises_parking_fines.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/assets_c/2010/12/farragut4-27907.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html?comments=all#addComm
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/359901418/SPONSOR1/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/215213196/SPONSOR2/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1514640462/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/286691603/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/526648922/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1684635554/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/12/boston_names_schools_to_close.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/12/boston_names_schools_to_close.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/jamaica_plain/2010/12/boston_names_schools_to_close.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/milton/2010/12/delvonte_tisdale_likely_fell_f_2.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/milton/2010/12/delvonte_tisdale_likely_fell_f_2.html
http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2010/12/02/more_schools_targeted_to_close_in_boston/
http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2010/12/02/more_schools_targeted_to_close_in_boston/
http://www.boston.com/news/education/higher/articles/2010/12/15/colleges_offer_relief_to_stressed_out_students/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2010/12/menino_forceful.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2010/12/menino_forceful.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.thestreet.com/story/10945914/7-best-cars-for-the-snow.html
http://www.mainstreet.com/article/moneyinvesting/news/20-worst-charities-america
http://www.hyundainews.com/Corporate_News/Corporate/2010-11-23_Hyundai_Sonata_Car_and_Driver_10Best.asp
http://www.hyundainews.com/Corporate_News/Corporate/2010-11-23_Hyundai_Sonata_Car_and_Driver_10Best.asp
http://www.hyundainews.com/Corporate_News/Corporate/2010-07-22_Collision_Repair_Parts_Statement.asp
http://www.hyundainews.com/Corporate_News/Corporate/2010-07-22_Collision_Repair_Parts_Statement.asp
http://www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com/articles/research/the-top-5-moneymaking-degrees-you-can-earn-online_10642.aspx
http://www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com/articles/research/the-top-5-moneymaking-degrees-you-can-earn-online_10642.aspx


Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/12/mission_hill_elementary_school.html[12/19/2010 3:27:36 PM]

    

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/264188963/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/532546252/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1671811165/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1865634522/MISC3/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x

	boston.com
	Parents, teachers, students rally to save Mission Hill elementary school - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com


	VtZW50YXJ5X3NjaG9vbC5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 




