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Mixed-used development to be
unveiled at formerly vacant plot
Posted by Matt Rocheleau November 30, 2010 02:23 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

After a 25-year vacancy, a Roxbury site formerly occupied by a two baking
companies over a 40-year span will become home to a mixed-use
development building unveiled Wednesday.

The completion of the $22-million, private and publicly-funded development
led by Nuestra Comunidad Development Corporation was celebrated at a
ribbon-cutting ceremony today with Governor Deval Patrick, Mayor Thomas
Menino, other officials and local residents.

Formerly home to Kasanof Bakery, the site on Blue Hill Avenue comprises a
72,000 square-foot, four-story building with 48 affordable rental housing
units, 3,650 square feet of commercial space and a community room, the
development corporation said.

The organization hopes to find a retailer to lease around 1,200 to 1,300
square feet of the commercial space, while a larger portion of the ground-floor
commercial space has been leased for offices by a property management
company, said Nuestra Comunidad’s Executive Director David Price.

The project was first announced over five years ago including a two-year
community-input planning period, city officials said. It received $4 million in
city funding and $6.7 million in state subsidies including with $3.8 million in
tax credit assistance from federal stimulus money. Plans to construct 23
additional homeownership units on the property have been put on hold until
there is greater demand in the housing market.

The development corporation which primarily serves Roxbury and North
Dorchester saw heavy demand – around 1,600 applications – for the 48 new
two- and three-bedroom apartment units.

“It shows how much there’s still a real need out there,” Price said in a phone
interview Tuesday.

“During construction, this project brought much-needed jobs to the area with
38 percent of those hired from the three surrounding zipcodes," he added in a
city release Wednesday. "Now this beautiful development will provide housing
for 48 families for generations.”

Applicants selected for an apartment through a lottery process are expected to
begin moving in around mid-December and the units should be fully occupied

  YOUR TOWN (MORE TOWNS) Sign In | Register now

Roxbury

Connect to Your Town Roxbury on Facebook

Like You like Your Town Roxbury. Unlike · Admin Page · Error
You and 66 others like this.66 likes. Sign Up to see what your
friends like Unlike · Admin Page · Error

ADVERTISEMENT

ROXBURY REAL ESTATE

67
Homes 
for sale

20
Rentals
available

0
Open houses

this week

0
New listings
this week

ADVERTISEMENT

Roxbury Headlines

Pieces of his mind  

Son views tobacco
verdict as mother\'s
legacy 

Pioneering women\'s
shelter to host craft fair

(1 day
ago)

(1 day ago)

 33°  traffic  transit

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=roxbury ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:ffe70b3e-7e1c-4cc1-901c-3d5e1d083a56
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/11/mixed-used_development_to_be_u.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/11/mixed-used_development_to_be_u.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/11/mixed-used_development_to_be_u.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=loginonlypage&p1=Header_Regi_Signin
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=loginpage&Header_Regi_RegisterNow
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/1140699099/TOP/boston/ts_tropicalfoods1210_hyper_LEAD/1751_tropicalfoods3.jpg/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=boston.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.com%2Fyourtown%2Fnews%2Froxbury%2F2010%2F11%2Fmixed-used_development_to_be_u.html&extra_2=US
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BvPDPxj0NTYeBC8mB6Qbe8Oj9AQAAAAAQASAAOABQ5vnQ4_r_____AViF_-cSYMnu6oiEpOwPggEJY2EtZ29vZ2xlsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb23IAQLaAVdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20veW91cnRvd24vbmV3cy9yb3hidXJ5LzIwMTAvMTEvbWl4ZWQtdXNlZF9kZXZlbG9wbWVudF90b19iZV91Lmh0bWzAAgKoAwHYBICt4gTgBAI&num=0&sig=AGiWqtwM30AkGIfJ30KcY8-48XdCzgrDcA&client=&adurl=http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/2109307904/ARTICLE/boston/m_natick112210_clstr_BIGAD/300x250_clsrt_112210_natick.html/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651%3Fhttp://www.natickcollection.com/events
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/Roxbury-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/for-rent/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/OPEN-house
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting
http://realestate.boston.com/homes/ROXBURY-Boston-MA-USA/NEW-LISTINGS-FROM-PAST-7-DAYS-newlisting

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/roxbury/?camp=misc:on:wire:roxbury
http://b.globe.com/egG3ue
http://b.globe.com/hCZK63
http://b.globe.com/hCZK63
http://b.globe.com/hCZK63
http://b.globe.com/gUZ2kb
http://b.globe.com/gUZ2kb
http://weather.boston.com/?code=BOS/14487
http://weather.boston.com/?code=BOS/14487
http://www.boston.com/traffic?p1=HL_Header_Traffic
http://www.mbta.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/2073886283/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/935997581/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130304e50616b41414e5651?x


Mixed-used development to be unveiled at formerly vacant plot - Roxbury - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/roxbury/2010/11/mixed-used_development_to_be_u.html[12/19/2010 3:19:48 PM]

Twitter Digg Like You like
this. Unlike · Admin

Yahoo!Buzz

ShareThis

 Previous entry Next entry  

MORE FROM BOSTON.COM MORE FROM THE WEB

by early 2011.

The nearly three-acre site at 233 Blue Hill Ave. was occupied by Kasanof’s
Baking Company from around 1965 to 1988, which had taken the space over
from the Paramount Baking Company that operated there from 1950 to 1964,
according to the city’s redevelopment authority. That plot has also been used
for leather manufacturing in the late 1800’s, for a laundry facility, and for a
warehouse.

The development will be dedicated in honor of Thomas I. Atkins, a former
Roxbury resident who fought for racial justice. Boston's first African-
American city councilor and a local and national NAACP leader, Atkins died
two-and-a-half years ago after a being diagnosed of Lou Gehrig’s disease 15
years prior.

"The Thomas Atkins Apartments will further strengthen this community and
serve as a long-lasting tribute to the life of a man who worked so hard to
ensure equal opportunity for all," Gov. Patrick said in the release.

The city’s Blue Hill Avenue Revitalization Initiative was launched in 1994, and
has benefited from more than $1 million of public and private investment
toward areas such as housing, commercial development, and infrastructure
improvements, according to the mayor's office.

“The Atkins Apartments adds much-needed housing and retail space to this
block, but even more so – this building replaces a void in the community that
we’ve been working to fill for many years. It signifies the latest success in our
ongoing revitalization of the Blue Hill Corridor,” Mayor Menino said in the
release.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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