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Brighton Music Hall to replace
Harpers Ferry, open in mid-
January
Posted by Matt Rocheleau November 4, 2010 10:39 AM

Co-owner of the future Brighton Music Hall Declan Mehigan said the space that had housed Harpers Ferry
for 40 years was cleared out earlier this week after a farewell show Sunday.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

The live concert venue scheduled to take over the Harpers Ferry club in
Allston has booked two shows and is hitting the web to announce its plans to
open around mid-January.

Harpers hosted its final show on Halloween
night after a 40-year run as a cornerstone of
“Allston Rock City.”

Its anticipated new tenants, who will rename
the spot Brighton Music Hall after its Brighton
Avenue address and because they liked the
name’s sound, are wasting no time to capture

and build upon that loyal fan base by launching a website along with
Facebook and Twitter accounts where messages are being pumped out about
tickets going on-sale Saturday for its first two scheduled shows.
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Two weeks after Harpers announced its looming closure, reportedly because
the building’s landlord declined to renew Harpers’ lease, partners Joe Dunne
and Declan Mehigan made a surprising move to take over the nightclub.

The 340-capacity space will become a feeder club, or, as its soon-to-be
replaced booking agent Ryan Vangel put it, a “development room,” for the
Paradise – a recently-renovated live music club less than a mile away on
Commonwealth Avenue near the Boston University West campus.

With room for 850 people, the Paradise, co-owned by concert promoter Don
Law, Joe Dunne and Mehigan, has more than double the capacity of the
future Brighton Music Hall.

“We need a club that is a first step, and we think this would work so acts
would then grow into the Paradise,’’ Law said previously.

“It will be similar musically to what’s at Paradise now, but just a level below,”
said Vangel, who also books shows for Paradise and the House of Blues
behind Fenway Park and will be replaced by another booking agent for
Brighton Music Hall so he can focus on his other two concert spots.

Between now and its mid-January opening, the space will get a new,
upgraded sound system and undergo cosmetic renovations – cleaning,
painting along with sprucing up bathrooms and its exterior– though its layout
and capacity will remain fixed, Mehigan said.

The new ownership will also need to seek permit approval from city and
neighborhood groups before opening, which “we don’t expect will be an
issue,” Mehigan said, adding that city officials and local residents have
expressed support for Brighton Music Hall. The group had a hearing today
with the city’s licensing board, which will make a decision to approve or not
Thursday, and its final major hurdle will be to receive an OK from the state
alcohol commission.

The first scheduled show, slated for Jan. 19 will bring Swedish-Japanese
synth-pop group “Little Dragon.” The show will not necessarily be the
opening act for the new venue, but it will likely host its first performance
around then, said Vangel. Scheduling events earlier than that would fall
during a typically slow period – between mid-December and mid-January –
for Boston night clubs, as area college students are often away on winter
break, he said.

Another show, featuring “The Hood Internet,” a Chicago duo who create
mash-ups using hip-hop and indie rock songs, has been set for Feb. 11.

Tickets for both 18-plus, 9 p.m. shows are being sold through Ticketmaster’s
website, which will be the venue’s online ticketing source. Tickets can also be
bought service-charge free at Paradise’s box office before the show, or just
prior to the show at the Brighton Music Hall’s doors.

Law, who Mehigan said will oversee the Brighton Music Hall’s booking, holds
an executive position at Live Nation, which merged with Ticketmaster earlier
this year – though their respective websites continue to run somewhat
independently of one another. Law’s stake in Brighton Music Hall is being
acted upon separately from his Live Nation affiliation, according to a previous
Globe story.

The “Little Dragon” performance costs $15.50 per ticket, while admission for
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“The Hood Internet” will be $12. Ticket prices will likely range between $8
and $16.50 a piece with the majority being in the $12 range, Vangel said.

Around 10 other shows have been confirmed, but are not yet ready to be
announced, he added.

Meanwhile, Harpers’ shows that were scheduled beyond this past Sunday have
been relocated to various nearby venues. Thus far, the club’s general manager
has declined repeated requests to comment further on Harpers’ history, its
closing and why the lease was reportedly not renewed by the landlord.

The now empty concert hall’s website displays a message expressing gratitude
to its fans.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments (3) »   Comment on this story »

 

The premiere of Giacomo
Puccini's opera TOSCA

Maine Fall Getaways-
Over 300 Value Package!

Last call (Boston.com)

Undaunted by conviction, Turner
attends City Council meeting
(MetroDesk)

I hate his friend (Love Letters)

Student punched the face for
wearing Yankees hat in Allston
(Your Town) [Sponsored links]

Nine Looks: Nicole Kidman (Vogue)

How I Managed—Barely—to
Survive My Refinancing (Currency)

6 Ways to Impress Your Next
Landlord (Currency)

LeBron James and Gisele
Bündchen: Dream Team (Vogue)

Follow other Boston.com Tweets  What is Twitter?

Brighton Music Hall to replace Harpers Ferry, open in mid-
January - http://b.globe.com/aQSMPd 2 days ago

|

| | | | | |

| | | | | |

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1825816455/POPUN/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1143686966/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/189956811/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1278987468/MISC3/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=allston_brighton ,ma
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/schools/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/sports/
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:Your+TownForum:6fa0d010-96ad-49e8-9883-9dd451019e76
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/marketplace/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/contact_us/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/help/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/advertise/

http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html&title=Brighton Music Hall to replace Harpers Ferry, open in mid-January
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html&title=Brighton Music Hall to replace Harpers Ferry, open in mid-January
http://www.boston.com/newsprojects/widgets/twitter/retweet.php?bcom_url=http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html&title=Brighton Music Hall to replace Harpers Ferry, open in mid-January
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/cambridge/2010/11/patrick_nominates_first_africa_1.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/salem/2010/11/tuesday_election_turnout_lower.html
http://www.harpersferryboston.com/
mailto:mjrochele@gmail.com
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/11/brighton_music_hall_to_replace.html?comments=all#addComm
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/455438570/SPONSOR1/boston/m_blo100410_clstr_SPONSOR/BLO_tosca_75x35_101210.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/455438570/SPONSOR1/boston/m_blo100410_clstr_SPONSOR/BLO_tosca_75x35_101210.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/455438570/SPONSOR1/boston/m_blo100410_clstr_SPONSOR/BLO_tosca_75x35_101210.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/2089907889/SPONSOR2/boston/m_mot110310_ros_LINK/75x35.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/2089907889/SPONSOR2/boston/m_mot110310_ros_LINK/75x35.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/L43/2089907889/SPONSOR2/boston/m_mot110310_ros_LINK/75x35.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/604527173/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/191967410/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/715412049/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/133148507/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130796e732b3041414b3366?x
http://www.boston.com/ae/music/articles/2010/11/05/last_call_at_harpers_ferry/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2010/11/undaunted_by_co.html
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2010/11/undaunted_by_co.html
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/relationships/blog/2010/11/i_hate_his_friend.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/10/student_punched_the_face_for_w.html
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/2010/10/student_punched_the_face_for_w.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vogue.com/vogue-daily/article/vd-nine-looks-nicole-kidman/
https://getcurrency.com/blog/how-i-managedbarelyto-survive-my-refinancing
https://getcurrency.com/blog/how-i-managedbarelyto-survive-my-refinancing
https://getcurrency.com/blog/6-ways-to-impress-your-next-landlord
https://getcurrency.com/blog/6-ways-to-impress-your-next-landlord
http://www.vogue.com/magazine/article/lebron-james-and-gisele-b252ndchen-dream-team/
http://www.vogue.com/magazine/article/lebron-james-and-gisele-b252ndchen-dream-team/
http://www.boston.com/tools/twitter
http://www.boston.com/sports/graphics/what_is_twitter
http://b.globe.com/aQSMPd
http://twitter.com/ABUpdate/statuses/29682349051

	boston.com
	Brighton Music Hall to replace Harpers Ferry, open in mid-January - Allston Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com


	hhbGxfdG9fcmVwbGFjZS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	s.sm.query: 




