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Work on $16M Dudley Square
elderly housing project begins
Posted by Matt Rocheleau October 28, 2010 11:06 AM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Construction on a $16-million, seven-story elderly housing building began
Wednesday in a vacant lot across from the Dudley Square Silver Line Station.

The 49,000 square-foot rental development on Washington Street will
provide 24-hour care and service programs in 57 one-bedroom units for low-
income seniors, age 62 and up, according to a release. Twenty-one units will
be made available to low-income elders and 12 will be set aside for homeless
seniors.

Members of project organizers and nonprofit Central Boston Elder Services
were joined by U.S. Sen. John Kerry, Congressman Michael Capuano, state
representatives, Mayor Thomas Menino, and other local officials for a
groundbreaking ceremony at the development’s site Wednesday morning.

“This facility will provide good housing for our most vulnerable seniors and
[213] jobs for construction workers who need a paycheck,” said Kerry in the
release.

The building will also feature common areas, laundry facilities a community
room 32 parking spaces outside, and “The housing development’s location, in
Dudley Square, will provide residents with access to retail outlets, public
transportation, and services such as medical facilities, libraries, and banks,”
the release said.

“Dudley Square is an important hub in our city and its ongoing revitalization
is a priority in moving our city forward,” said Menino in the release. “The
Dudley Square Elderly Housing Development will not only provide stable
homes and essential support services for many of Boston’s elderly residents,
but it is an important project that contributes to the economic development
and growth of the neighborhood.”

The 130-member staff of Central Boston Elder Services serves over 6,200
elders and caregivers annually in Mission Hill, Allston, Brighton, Roxbury,
Back Bay, South End, North Dorchester, North Jamaica Plain, and Fenway,
the release said.

“This project is a remarkable accomplishment for the agency and continues
our goal of assisting in the redevelopment of the Roxbury community,” said
Catherine Hardaway, executive director of the 36-year-old nonprofit.
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