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ALLSTON BRIGHTON

Allston to wish neighborhood's
namesake a happy 231st
Posted by Matt Rocheleau October 19, 2010 03:50 PM

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Allston will celebrate the 231st birthday of the neighborhood’s namesake at a
12th annual breakfast next week.

Nineteenth-century American painter and poet Washington Allston was born
on November 5, 1779 in South Carolina and lived in Cambridge for the last 25
years of his life. The neighborhood of Allston is named after the man, who
now rests in a Harvard Square cemetery and whose work hangs in Boston’s
Museum of Fine Arts.

Allston Village Main Streets will honor Mr. Allston with its annual hour-and-
a-half-long business breakfast beginning at 7:30 a.m. on Oct. 26 at the
Harvard Business School's Spangler Center, said an event announcement.

Local artists’ work will be displayed at the breakfast in preparation for the
24th annual Allston Arts District Open Studios in mid November.

Mat Schaffer, a city restaurant critic since 1994, including the past 12 years
with The Boston Herald, will be the breakfast’s featured guest speaker. Past
speakers have included Globe photographer Bill Brett, NPR's Bill Littlefield,
and writer Greg Lehane.

“The breakfast will also be a time to socialize and network with other area
business people,” said the announcement.

Tickets are available online and cost $40, which will give guests a full, hot
breakfast, and proceeds help benefit the neighborhood group, said the
announcement. Free parking is provided.

Allston said to be the only community in the country named after an artist,
according to the 2007 book, “Allston-Brighton in Transition: From Cattle
Town to Streetcar Suburb,” by William P. Marchione.

The main streets group is “a community-based public-private partnership
working to revitalize the Allston commercial district through design,
promotion, and economic restructuring,” the announcement said.

For more information on the breakfast, call (617) 254-7564 or visit
www.allstonvillage.com.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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