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Local flavor: Brownstone
serves as backdrop for Coke ad
Posted September 20, 2010 08:00 AM

Behind the scenes at the set for a Coca-Cola advertisement shoot in front of a brownstone on Marlborough
Street rented out for the day by its owner.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

The backdrop for an upcoming Coca-Cola holiday advertisement campaign
may look familiar: It features a Back Bay brownstone.

The steps and sidewalk in front of a Marlborough Street house were
transformed into wintry scene Friday. The ads will picture various scenes
including a father and daughter - in some takes it was a son - walking down
the street. In the daughter's hand, dragging behind her, is a red wagon with a
holiday tree strapped inside. In the father's hand, a vintage glass bottle of
Coca-Cola

The still ads were photographed by a Quincy production studio owner and
award-winning photographer who said he has had success in recent years
coaxing major companies to shoot advertisements in Boston. The city is often
overlooked by advertisers for larger cities like New York and Los Angeles.
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"Everyone would really rather go somewhere else,'' said 41-year-old Gary
Land, who started a small post-production photo retouching company in
2006 before building a 6,000 square-foot state of the art production studio,
GLP space, two years ago to attract clients to the Boston area, his home base.

"The goal [in building the studio] was for me to have everything I need in my
city,'' to avoid having to travel around the United States and internationally
for nearly half of the year, said Land standing in the middle of Marlborough
Street between shots. "Now, I can say, 'Come to my place, come to Boston.' "

Land, who grew up on Virginia Beach and lived in Vermont before settling
down in the Boston area, said he is seeing more marketing companies, and
film producers, become comfortable with shooting in Boston, whether the
work is being done on location or in a studio.

"People want to go where the action is,'' he said, and for the most part, that
has meant that indoor studio and outdoor spots in Los Angeles and New York
City received the most attention. Higher-quality studios in those cities, and
the city life itself, are often the main attractions.

But, he said clients he has brought to Boston, have found the city has much of
the same atmosphere and amenities that larger cities offer.

"We can’t do it singlehandedly,' he said referring to attracting more
production work to the Hub, "but every little bit helps.''

Thirty-one-year-old Jamaica Plain resident Abe Sands, originally from
Cincinnati, helped Land start the GLP Creative company and its new studio,
which has hosted other major clients beside Coca-Cola, including Miller High
Life, Adidas and Nike.

"We could live in L.A., we could live in New York, but we love it here. We
want to shoot in Boston and use the resources here," Sands said.

The studio's website, glpspace.com, reads, "For too long, Boston has been
without a studio that is as much about aesthetics as functionality … GLP
Space is changing that."

Nonetheless, the business still involves traveling. Land is leaving for another
Coca-Cola ad shoot next week – this time in Los Angeles.

This story was updated to correct the square footage figure used to describe
the GLP Space studio. The studio encompasses 6,000 square feet.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.
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Joining GLP Creative on the set Friday was Wieden & Kennedy, the Portland, Ore.-based marketing
company that shot the popular Old Spice television ads.
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