
Creem and other incumbents fend off primary challengers - The Boston Globe

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/09/15/creem_and_other_incumbents_fend_off_primary_challengers/[9/21/2010 12:32:22 AM]

HOME TODAY'S NEWS YOUR TOWN BUSINESS SPORTS LIFESTYLE A&E THINGS TO TRAVEL CARS JOBS REAL ESTATE

Local National World Campaign 2010 Business Education Health Science Green Obituaries Special reports Traffic Weather Lottery

HOME / NEWS / LOCAL / MASS.

LEGISLATIVE OFFICES

Creem and other incumbents fend off
primary challengers
By Andrea Estes
Globe Staff  September 15, 2010

More than a dozen lawmakers yesterday survived primary challenges and an
anti-incumbent mood that had many politicians fearful they would lose their
jobs.

Only one legislator — first-term
Representative Pam Richardson, Democrat of
Framingham — was defeated in a rematch
with the opponent she narrowly beat two
years ago.

Among the incumbents who won yesterday
were Senator Cynthia Creem of Newton, who
easily fended off her first primary challenger
in 12 years, and Sonia Chang-Díaz, who
outpolled Hassan Williams, a lawyer and
public school teacher. Chang-Díaz succeeded
Dianne Wilkerson, indicted state senator, in
November 2008, and the race dredged up
memories of Wilkerson, who held the seat for
15 years before being arrested two years ago
on bribery charges.

Creem, a lawyer and former Newton
alderwoman, trounced corporate
communication executive Charles Rudnick.
Creem, who was first elected to the Senate in
1998, hadn’t faced an opponent since 2004.
Rudnick had quit his job last spring to work
on the campaign full time.

Sal DiDomenico of Everett, who had won the
seat held by Anthony Galluccio, Democrat of
Cambridge, in a special election, won a
rematch with Timothy Flaherty of Cambridge,
whom he narrowly beat in April. Gallucio quit
in January after being jailed for failing a
breath alcohol test while on house arrest.
DiDomenico was Galluccio’s chief of staff.

Candidates across the state fought over more than two dozen open legislative
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seats — positions vacated by lawmakers who retired, quit, or ran for another
office. Departing lawmakers include longtime Senator Marian Walsh,
Democrat of West Roxbury, who announced she would not run again after
sparking a furor last year by accepting, then declining, a $175,000-a-year job
offer from Governor Deval Patrick.

Others include Steven Panagiotakos, Senate Ways and Means chairman, who
decided not to seek reelection, and Senator Richard Tisei, a Republican, who
is running for lieutenant governor.

In Boston, the sons of two former state representatives won their frenzied
fights for open legislative seats.

In South Boston, Nicholas Collins, who worked for state Senator Jack Hart
and whose father, James, was a one-term state representative from
Charlestown, won the Democratic nomination, outpolling Mark McGonagle,
another candidate with a solid political pedigree. He faces Republican Patrick
Brennan in November.

McGonagle’s father, Bill, works in the Menino administration as the head of
the Boston Housing Authority.

That race had rekindled old rivalries — McGonagle was favored by the Menino
organization, while Ray Flynn, former mayor, whose differences with Menino
have been bitter and legendary — backed Collins, according to political
insiders.

Collins won nearly 48 percent of the vote, to 36 percent for McGonagle, with
97 percent of the votes tallied, according to the City of Boston.

“I think our message resonated. People want a strong, independent voice for
the district and they want to have a say in what happens here,’’ Collins said at
his victory party at Stadium Sports Bar. Continued...
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