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City officials aimed to spread awareness, not bugs, during the early recent heavy move in/out period.
Targeted areas (shown in the above map) included blocks on Harvard and Commonwealth avenues, as
well as Summit Avenue, Price Road and Queensberry Street.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town correspondent

To bedbugs, Allston-Brighton feels like home, sweet home.

Around Labor Day each summer in this high-turnover neighborhood, streets,

  YOUR TOWN (MORE TOWNS) Sign In | Register now

Allston
Brighton

 

(Matt Rocheleau for Boston.com)

Connect to Your Town Allston Brighton on Facebook

Like You like Your Town Allston-Brighton. Unlike · Admin
Page · Error
You and 8 others like this 8 people like this  Unlike · Admin

ADVERTISEMENT

Ads by Google what's this?

ADVERTISEMENT

DIY Bed Bug Killer
Kills Bugs, Eggs & Nymphs Instantly 24 oz. Spray Bottle for
Only $19.95
www.Bed-Bug.net/Bed_Bugs

Cause Of Bed Bugs
Research & Information on Bed Bugs Facts & Causes at
WebMD.com®
www.WebMD.com/Bed_Bugs

Destroy All Bed Bugs
Kill Bed Bugs & Sleep Peacefully No More Bed Bugs, Eggs, or
Itch
shop.qbased.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/news/
http://townevents.boston.com/search?swhere=allston_brighton ,ma
http://www.boston.com/community/forums.html?plckForumPage=Forum&plckForumId=Cat:6c01a490-c7ba-4966-9f40-dee114ec90afForum:6fa0d010-96ad-49e8-9883-9dd451019e76
javascript:void(0)
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston-brighton/2010/09/city_aims_to_take_a_bite_out_o.html?comments=all
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston-brighton/2010/09/city_aims_to_take_a_bite_out_o.html?comments=all
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston-brighton/2010/09/city_aims_to_take_a_bite_out_o.html?comments=all
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston_brighton/
http://www.google.com/maps?source=embed&ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=108530206545127723837.00048fc57c9b775672aed&ll=42.348015,-71.121368&spn=0.044404,0.090122&z=13&oi=map_misc&ct=api_logo
http://www.google.com/intl/en_us/help/terms_maps.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=108530206545127723837.00048fc57c9b775672aed&ll=42.348015,-71.121368&spn=0.044404,0.090122&z=13&source=embed
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=loginonlypage&p1=Header_Regi_Signin
http://www.boston.com/?__goto=loginpage&Header_Regi_RegisterNow
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/


http://www.boston.com/help/linksqa_text/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BRc7_COSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34Com0_t0BqcX60hXAjbcBkLgxEAEYASDblaADKAM4AFCoqZjz______8BYMne7YiEpOwPoAHhr7H-A7IBDnd3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tyAEB2gFgaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tL3lvdXJ0b3duL25ld3MvYWxsc3Rvbi1icmlnaHRvbi8yMDEwLzA5L2NpdHlfYWltc190b190YWtlX2FfYml0ZV9vdXRfby5odG1sgAIB0AIBqAMB6APuCegDtCnoA9cD9QMABAAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxbvi__F8ChQPCttkEkrF06d1R40Q&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.bed-bug.net/bed-bug-spray-store.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BRc7_COSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34Com0_t0BqcX60hXAjbcBkLgxEAEYASDblaADKAM4AFCoqZjz______8BYMne7YiEpOwPoAHhr7H-A7IBDnd3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tyAEB2gFgaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ib3N0b24uY29tL3lvdXJ0b3duL25ld3MvYWxsc3Rvbi1icmlnaHRvbi8yMDEwLzA5L2NpdHlfYWltc190b190YWtlX2FfYml0ZV9vdXRfby5odG1sgAIB0AIBqAMB6APuCegDtCnoA9cD9QMABAAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxbvi__F8ChQPCttkEkrF06d1R40Q&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.bed-bug.net/bed-bug-spray-store.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BgBcBCOSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34CpHZ5u8BqaGtvBTAjbcBkKEPEAIYAiDblaADKAM4AFCB-ZM0YMne7YiEpOwPsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb23IAQHaAWBodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20veW91cnRvd24vbmV3cy9hbGxzdG9uLWJyaWdodG9uLzIwMTAvMDkvY2l0eV9haW1zX3RvX3Rha2VfYV9iaXRlX291dF9vLmh0bWyAAgHIAsnjuRWoAwHoA-4J6AO0KegD1wP1AwAEAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyKSURO9x4CvQyAyPWKEu-9ocd75A&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/slideshow-bedbugs%3Fecd%3Dppc_google_causeofbedbugs_ZContentBedBugs_BedBugs-Overview%2B%2BFacts%2B%2BEducationandCauses_content
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BgBcBCOSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34CpHZ5u8BqaGtvBTAjbcBkKEPEAIYAiDblaADKAM4AFCB-ZM0YMne7YiEpOwPsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb23IAQHaAWBodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20veW91cnRvd24vbmV3cy9hbGxzdG9uLWJyaWdodG9uLzIwMTAvMDkvY2l0eV9haW1zX3RvX3Rha2VfYV9iaXRlX291dF9vLmh0bWyAAgHIAsnjuRWoAwHoA-4J6AO0KegD1wP1AwAEAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyKSURO9x4CvQyAyPWKEu-9ocd75A&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/slideshow-bedbugs%3Fecd%3Dppc_google_causeofbedbugs_ZContentBedBugs_BedBugs-Overview%2B%2BFacts%2B%2BEducationandCauses_content
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BA0KaCOSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34CtH36uUBkZDNgRTAjbcB0NkREAMYAyDblaADKAM4AFCktO6HAWDJ3u2IhKTsD6ABy9Cc_QOyAQ53d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbcgBAdoBYGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbS95b3VydG93bi9uZXdzL2FsbHN0b24tYnJpZ2h0b24vMjAxMC8wOS9jaXR5X2FpbXNfdG9fdGFrZV9hX2JpdGVfb3V0X28uaHRtbIACAcgCtZGKA9ACAagDAegD7gnoA7Qp6APXA_UDAAQABA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtwP69fx6qF0pLKDZrnUnjT3ABG7-g&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://shop.qbased.com/Articles.asp%3FID%3D183%26Click%3D88798
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BA0KaCOSOTLemI9Kdmgeqzd34CtH36uUBkZDNgRTAjbcB0NkREAMYAyDblaADKAM4AFCktO6HAWDJ3u2IhKTsD6ABy9Cc_QOyAQ53d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbcgBAdoBYGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbS95b3VydG93bi9uZXdzL2FsbHN0b24tYnJpZ2h0b24vMjAxMC8wOS9jaXR5X2FpbXNfdG9fdGFrZV9hX2JpdGVfb3V0X28uaHRtbIACAcgCtZGKA9ACAagDAegD7gnoA7Qp6APXA_UDAAQABA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtwP69fx6qF0pLKDZrnUnjT3ABG7-g&client=ca-boston_js&adurl=http://shop.qbased.com/Articles.asp%3FID%3D183%26Click%3D88798
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1838632856/INTRO/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1576783497/BILLBOARD/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x


City aims to take a bite out of bedbug problem - Allston-Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston-brighton/2010/09/city_aims_to_take_a_bite_out_o.html[9/13/2010 11:00:05 PM]

sidewalks and dumpsters fill with abandoned used furniture – couches, coffee
tables, mattresses. Resourceful students and other neighbors move quickly to
pluck the curbside freebies and put them in their own apartment or home.

This form of recycling is one of the most common ways bedbugs spread.

Now, city officials hope the combination of a more targeted preventative
approach on their part and the large amount of national attention given to
bedbugs recently will keep the pesky hitchhiking insect’s population from
spreading in Allston and other neighborhoods.

For the first time this year, city officials took a more focused approach to
warning and educating the city’s influx of college students and other
newcomers about a rapidly growing bedbug problem in cities nationwide.

Boston landed 11th on Terminix’s list of the most bedbug-infested cities in the
country. And among Boston's neighborhoods, Allston-Brighton sent the third
most bed bug complaints (41) to city hall in FY 2010 behind Dorchester (46)
and East Boston (57). City-wide, the average number of complaints per year
has more than doubled, according to data provided by the inspectional
services departme

In past years, city workers patrolled streets in early September and slapped
bright orange stickers on discarded items to warn residents that they may
contain bedbugs. Flyers and other informational packets were also passed out
to new residents, students, and students’ parents.

The latest approach, however, has been much more deliberate than ever
before as the city focuses its efforts on areas and around buildings that have
been prone to bedbug problems.

The areas targeted due to past bed bug trouble include the 100 block of
Harvard Avenue in Allston, the 1300 block of Commonwealth Avenue near the
Allston-Brighton line, Price Road and Summit Avenue in Allston and on
Queensberry Street in the Fenway neighborhood.

“We think it went great. There was a lot of public awareness about it this year,

Local advertising by PaperG

Allston Brighton
Headlines

Martha's Vineyard 8,
Brighton 0: First drive
leads to MV's first win 

Jobs, progressive cred
the keys as DiDomenico,
Flaherty stage
Democratic rematch for
Senate seat 

Week ahead: The week
ahead: events 

Student gardens provide
food for mind, body 

Also From Allston-
Brighton

NIGHTLIFE

(3
days ago)

(5 days ago)

(5 days ago)

(1 week
ago)

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/09/02/bedbug_fears_putting_the_bite_on_hotel_industry/
http://www.paperg.com/
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/128416537/LOGO2/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/748871361/LOGO3/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/489924655/LOGO4/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/792323582/LOGO5/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/hyperlocal/town/default/1219076764/LOGO6/boston/default/empty.gif/5974674a4130794f343834414137524a?x

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/?camp=misc:on:wire:allston_brighton
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/?camp=misc:on:wire:allston_brighton
http://b.globe.com/arQcsa
http://b.globe.com/arQcsa
http://b.globe.com/arQcsa
http://b.globe.com/aWC7IF
http://b.globe.com/aWC7IF
http://b.globe.com/aWC7IF
http://b.globe.com/aWC7IF
http://b.globe.com/aWC7IF
http://b.globe.com/bFSvaj
http://b.globe.com/bFSvaj
http://b.globe.com/9hOVtq
http://b.globe.com/9hOVtq
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/090610_allston_rock_n_roll_bingo?camp=misc:on:inside:allston_brighton
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/boston/allston_brighton/Gallery/090610_allston_rock_n_roll_bingo?camp=misc:on:inside:allston_brighton


City aims to take a bite out of bedbug problem - Allston-Brighton - Your Town - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/allston-brighton/2010/09/city_aims_to_take_a_bite_out_o.html[9/13/2010 11:00:05 PM]

and there has been constant press over the past four or five years about bed
bugs” said city inspectional services director John Meaney.
Since the big move-in week, there has not been an increase in bed bug
complaints he said.

“I think it’s going to be a couple of weeks [before complaints start to rise] with
all the moving and furniture the bugs are getting tossed around a little bit,” he
added. “But an increase in complaints does not mean an increase in bed
bugs.”

Even college students, sometimes described as not being attuned to current
events, were well aware of bedbug infestation problems this year, Meaney
said.

That increased awareness coupled with students moving in over a longer
duration allowed city officials to better officiate the sidewalk chaos.

Suffolk University juniors John Floyd and Kayla Ryan, both 21, moved to
Allston last week and during the move they saw plenty of deserted furniture
outside, but did not take any in.

“I stay away from [used furniture] for that reason,” said Floyd referring to the
bed bugs. “I might consider something that’s made of hardwood, like a desk or
a bureau, but not a mattress or couch.”

Because of the higher population density, major cities have been hit hardest by
the puny pests, but even Floyd and Ryan, who are not metropolitan natives,
were well aware of the problem.

“We’re from New Hampshire, and we knew all about it,” Ryan said.

But even some who knew of the bedbug potential weren’t deterred from free
furniture nabbing.

“Some think they’re immune to it,” Meaney said. “And others are overly
concerned.”

College students are among the groups most likely to spread bedbugs because
students are constantly moving in and out of dorms, apartments and shared
homes. Students are also likely to entertain guests on a regular basis, throw
parties, and travel internationally.

“It’s not a sanitary issue. [Bedbugs] are in five-star hotels and they’re in
slums,” said Meaney, but keeping your residence, clothing, and furniture
clean can be beneficial in combating bed bugs.

Bed bugs aren’t a public health threat in that they do not spread disease, but
the idea of nearly invisible, hard – and expensive – to eradicate insects
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crawling around you and sucking blood while you’re sleeping doesn’t sit well
with most.

“They can take a psychological toll on people,” Meaney said.

For more information on bed bugs, click here, and check out the National
Pest Management Association's "Bed Bug Hub" website.

You can also download the city’s bed bug flyer here: English version or
Spanish version, and the new student informational flyer.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com

Much of the larger, more tempting items have since been removed from the outdoors, either by the city or
resourceful residents, but some leftover move-in trash remains including a microwave, suitcase, and
cardboard boxes at the intersection of Brainerd Road and Harvard Avenue in Allston on Wednesday.

(Matt Rocheleau for Boston.com)
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